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CONFIDENTIAL. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


RESPECTING 


THE TRANSIT THROUGH EGYPT. 


No. 1. 

Mr. Trevelyan to the Right Honourable E. J. Stanley. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers , November 13, 1846. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury to transmit herewith the copy of a report from the Postmaster- 
General, and of its inclosures, respecting the transfer to the Egyptian 
Government of the vessels employed in the conveyance of the Indian mails 
between Alexandria and Cairo; and l am to request you will move 
Viscount Palmerston to favour my Lords with his opinion on the point in 
question. 

I am, &.c. 

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 

The Postmaster-General to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

My Lords, General Post Office, November 7, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of your Lord- 
ships, a copy of a report from the packet agent at Alexandria, dated the 
12th August last, stating; that he had been able to make an arrangement 
with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, for the 
conveyance of the Indian mails between Alexandria and Cairo by the 
Company’s vessels, which would obviate the necessity of sending them 
overland, as heretofore, by the means of mules. 

It appears, however, from Captain Johnston’s further report of the 
2nd ultimo, copy of which I also inclose, that in consequence of these 
vessels having been subsequently transferred to the Egyptian Government, 
the arrangement made by him has been superseded, and that he is again 
obliged to have recourse to the former mode of conveyance. 

I forward these statements to your Lordships, considering it probable 
you may think proper to refer them to the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Allairs. 

(Signed) CLANRICARDE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 1. 

The Packet Agent at Alexandria to Coloyiel Maberly. 

Sir, Post Office, Alexandria, Avgust 12, 1846. 

I BEG to state (in order to meet any report which may be made from 
Calcutta) that the agent at Cairo has informed me of one of the boxes 
brought by the “Ariel” on the 4th August, addressed “Calcutta” and 
marked “City” being received by him wet. 

On inquiry into the circumstance, the Janissaries who accompanied 
the mail state, that owing to the rise of the Nile the water-courses are 
open, and on crossing one of them over which a temporary bridge had 
been made, a mule put his foot into a hole and came down, but as only 
one animal could cross at a time, the men accompanying it succeeded in 
preventing the animal from falling over, thereby saved two of the boxes, 
the other unfortunately went over, but was so quickly taken out that little 
if any water could have got in. 

Having now made arrangements with the agent for the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company (after much difficulty, arising not from pecuniary 
considerations, but in consequence of their requiring the steamers for their 
own goods) to take our mails during the wet season, it is not likely an 
accident of the kind will occur again. 

(Signed) H. JOHNSON, Agent 


Inclosure 3 in No. 1. 

The Packet Agent at Alexandria to Colonel Maberly. 

Sir, Alexandria , October 2, 1846. 

WITH reference to the concluding paragraph of my letter of J2th 
August last, informing you that arrangements had been made with the 
agent of the Peninsular and Oriental Company, for one of their steamers 
to take our mails to Cairo, I regret to say that we are again obliged to 
have recourse to the former mode of conveyance by animals, in con¬ 
sequence of these boats being made over to the Egyptian Government. 
The Pasha is leaving no stone unturned to get the transit of our mails in 
his hands, and thinks by having all the steamers on the Nile under his 
own direction he will oblige us to do so. 

It is pretty well known here of the unceasing representations of the 
French to his Highness, pointing out the slight of our Government in not 
treating him in the same manner and with the same confidence we have 
done the French ; and this idea has lately been strengthened by several 
injudicious articles in the India papers, indeed he was so much vexed in 
one instance that he directed an answer to be given in the “ Phare 
d’Alexandrie.” 

There is no doubt the Egyptian Government having the resources of 
the country at its command could convey our mails with greater facility 
than we can, if dependence could be placed on them; we have seen in 
more instances than one lately, the comfort of passengers sacrificed to the 
convenience of individuals, so that unless very stringent measures are 
adopted it would be unadvisable. 

1 (Signed) II. JOHNSON. 
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No. 2. 

The Right Honourable E. J. Stanley to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 17, 1846. 

I HAVE laid before Viscount Palmerston your letter of the 13th of 
November, inclosing a copy of a letter from the Postmaster-General, 
respecting a difficulty which has arisen in the transport of the Indian 
mails through Egypt; and I am to request that you will move the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to have the goodness to cause 
Lord Palmerston to be made acquainted with what their Lordships wish 
him to do with reference to that matter. 

T am, &c. 

(Signed) E. J. STANLEY. 


No. 3. 

The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston .— (Received 

November 28.) 

(Separate and Confidential. No. 1.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November A, 1846. 

AS there are several subjects of considerable importance to British 
interests in Egypt which are now pending, and upon which 1 may at any 
moment be called upon to explain the views entertained by Her Majesty’s 
Government, I beg to submit them briefly to jour Lordship’s consider¬ 
ation, hoping that you will sec fit to furnish me with some instructions for 
my guidance; these subjects refer chiefly to our communications with 
India, respecting which, although various changes and modifications have 
been made, or are in gradual progress here, I do not find among the 
dispatches from the Foreign Ollice during the last twelve months, any 
directions enabling me to decide upon the course which I ought to 
pursue. 

Your Lordship is doubtless aware that the conveyance of British 
mails, India passengers, and goods through this country, has already 
been the subject of much negotiation and official correspondence, 
and also that the discussion of some of the details between the Pasha 
and the British Agent has threatened more than once to interrupt the 
amicable relations between the two countries. Throughout the whole 
of these negotiations the Pasha, guided partly by his own shrewd¬ 
ness and still more by the counsels of his French advisers, has adopted 
and steadily adhered to one line of policy, the object of which is to keep 
our communications entirely under his own controul, and to prevent 
England from obtaining any solid or permanent footing within his 
dominions. 

It was with this view that, when the Transit Company was first 
established, he privately lent a large sum of money to the two individuals 
who set it on foot, and then availing himself of a misunderstanding that 
arose between them (which was fostered if not contrived by one of his 
French employes), he bought, them out and became sole proprietor of this 
important branch of communication. 

It was with the same view that he forbad the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company to add a third steamer to the two they now have on the Nile; 
the vessel was already sent out to Alexandria, and lay a long time in the 
harbour, until the protracted negotiations concerning the permission 
terminated in his buying her of the company; and in pursuance of the 
same line of policy he is now in treat) with them for the purchase of their 
two remaining steamers, which bargain, if completed, will remove the 
British flag from the waters of the Nile. 

Although the question of a railroad from Cairo to Suez has been so 
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often discussed, and although I find in the archives a despatch from Lord 
Aberdeen, instructing my predecessor to give his support to Mr. Galloway, 
the merchant who had surveyed and undertaken the line, I will not trouble 
your Lordship at length on tne subject, because I consider it very improba¬ 
ble that it can be urged at present with reasonable prospects of success. 
France has pronounced herself determinately opposed to it, and in this oppo¬ 
sition she has been supported by the agents of the great Continental Powers, 
who have rather concurred in the plans for a ship canal between the 
Levant and the Red Sea, with which she has amused the Pasha; I use the 
word “ amused,’ because it is the opinion of the best-informed professional 
men with whom I have spoken, that however desirable such a canal might 
be for European commerce, the natural difficulties of the coast on the 
Levant side are such that the construction of a safe and practicable port 
alone would cost far more time and money than the best railroad that 
could be laid down between Cairo and Sue/., with all its stations and 
locomotives complete. 

From the foregoing observations it results that the points concerning 
which I require your Lordship’s instructions are the following: 

1st. Whether it is the wish of the Government to maintain, as far as 
possible, the employment of British capital and agency in carr> ing on our 
communications with India through this country, or whether it will be 
content to see these pass entirely into the hands of the Pasha. 

2nd. Whether your Lordship is of opinion that the sale of the two 
river steamers belonging to the Peninsular and Oriental Company to the 
Pasha, and the consequent removal of the British flag from the Nile, is a 
measure that meets your Lordship’s approval; if it does not, I would 
venture to suggest that some early communication should be held with the 
Directors of the Company upon the subject. 

3rd. Whether the establishment of a railroad from Cairo to Suez is 
held to be highly desirable for British interests, and therclore to be 
pressed by me as a matter in which the Go\eminent is interested, or 
whether I am to consider it as an affair between Mr. Galloway (or any 
other person or company) and the Pasha, and therefore not calling for 
any official interference on my part. I am desirous of some definite in¬ 
structions on this last subject, not onl\ because Mr. Galloway (supporting 
his claims by reference to Lord Aberdeen's before-mentioned letter to mv pre¬ 
decessor) has strongly urged it upon me, but because I am convinced'from 
all that 1 have read and heard since mv arrival, that nothing has been more 
prejudicial to the influence of the British Consul* here, than occasionally 
pressing unpalatable measures upon the Paslm, which have afterwards 
been abandoned as unnecessary or impracticable. In concluding these 
observations, which 1 have thought it my duty to bring under your Lord- 
ship’s consideration, permit me to add that in every conversation which I 
have held with the Pasha, he has alluded to his proposed visit to England 
the year after next, in 1818, thereby giving me a broad hint of his wish to 
be invited to do so ; hitherto I have always avoided taking the hint and 
have turned the conversation into some other channel; but as l know from 
other well-informed quarters that he has this invitation much at heart, I 
should be glad to know your Lordship’s wishes on the subject ; if you arc 
of opinion that this compliment should be paid him, it may be done with 
very little prospect ol the visit ever taking place, not only on account of 
his advanced age, but because he has distinctly stated that he cannot 
undertake the voyage until hi. "rent steamer is fit for sea and the 
“ Barrage” of the Nile completed, which last I have already mentioned to 
your Lordship as an operation the success of which, upon the present 
plan, is highly improbable. 

I have, &,c. 

(Signed) ClI. A. MURR \Y. 
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No. 4. 

The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.— {Received 

January 24.) 

(No. 4.) 

My Lord, Cairo, January 3, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I have every reason 
to believe that the sale of the two Nile steamers belonging to the Penin¬ 
sular and Oriental Company, to the Pasha, is on the point of being com¬ 
pleted, and his Highness i's also negotiating with the same company for 
the inland carriage of their goods and parcels, at a fixed price per cvvt., by 
contract. 

These events are much to be regretted ; they will not only remove the 
British flag from the waters of the Nile, but will also prove extremely 
detrimental to British interests in this quarter, by throwing out of employ¬ 
ment many Englishmen heretofore engaged in this line of communication, 
and thus transferring to other hands the influence which necessarily 
accompanies the frequent payment of considerable sums of money to the 
natives for the means of conveyance. 

Thus another step will be gained in that which I have before repre¬ 
sented to your Lordship as being an object steadily kept in view by the 
Pasha, namely, the preventing us from obtaining here any local influence 
or established footing, and the making us entirely dependent upon him in 
every branch of our communication with India through his dominions. 

These are measures which, in my humble opinion, Great Britain 
ought to have strenuously resisted from the very first, and the day is not 
far distant when we shall regret not having done so. Instead of permitting 
all British labour, capital, enterprise, and influence, to be thus gradually 
forced out of the country, we ought to have insisted on retaining every 
branch of our Indian communications under the charge of the agencies of 
the Peninsular and Oriental and of the East India Companies; nothing 
would have been more easy than to have done so from the beginning, and 
independently of the security of intercourse thus insured, we should have 
acquired indirectly, but legitimately, a great moral weight and influence 
in the country; the money thus circulated and paid by British agents to 
the natives for mules, camels, boats, and personal service, would have 
afforded an effectual counterpoise to the influence exerted by France 
through her employes in all the public departments; whereas no sooner 
will our lines of communication be placed in the Pasha’s hands, than he 
will put into his treasury a large proportion of the amount of the contract, 
and will compel the natives to furnish their cattle and their service at the 
miserable rate of remuneration usually paid by the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment; hence it will follow that, instead of the influence which ought to 
accrue to us from our vast transit of goods and passengers through this 
country, vve shall incur the odium of exactions of which we are guiltless, 
and of oppression which vve cannot modify. 

I fear it is now too late to recover much of the lost ground ; never¬ 
theless I have thought it my duty to lay before your Lordship these few 
observations on a subject which seems not to have awakened hitherto in 
England an interest commensurate with its commercial and political 
importance. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 
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No. 5. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Sir, Foreign, Office, January 26, 1847. 

WITH reference to the correspondence which has passed between 
this Office and the Treasury on the subject of the postal and transit 
arrangements in Egypt, 1 am directed by "Viscount Palmerston to transmit 
to you, for the information and consideration of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a despatch* received from Her 
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, concerning the sale to 
Mehemet Ali of the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers on the 
Nile. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) II U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 6. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the India Board. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 26, 18-17. 

WITH reference to the correspondence which has passed between 
this Office and the Board of Control on the subject of the postal and tran¬ 
sit arrangements in Egypt, I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to 
transmit to you, for the information and consideration of the President of 
the Board of Controul, a copy of a despatch* received from Her Majesty’s 
Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, concerning the sale to Mehemet Ali 
of the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers on tlie Nile. 


I am, &,c. 


(Signed) 


II. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 7. 

The Secretary to the India Board to Mr. Addington. 

Sir, India Board, January 30, 1847. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 26th instant, I am desired by 
the Commissioners for the Adairs of India to state for the information of 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that a letter which you will 
receive from the Court of Directors of the East India Company, on the 
subject of the proceedings adopted by the Pasha of Egypt as to the 
transit through that country, has been submitted to this Board, who 
concur in the opinion expressed therein. 

I am, &.c. 

(Signed) GEO. BYNG. 


No. 8. 

The Secretary to the Court of Directors to Mr. Addington. 

Sir, East India House, February 1, 1847. 

I AM commanded by the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company to transmit to you, to be laid before Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Adairs, copies of three letters and of their 
inclosures, from the Company’s agent in Egypt, which papers have been 
recently communicated to the Court, and from which it appears that a 
negotiation between the Pasha of Egypt and the Peninsular and Oriental 

* No. 4. 
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Steam Navigation Company is on the point of completion, for the transfer 
to the former of the steamers and other vessels hitherto employed by the 
latter in the navigation of the Nile and of the Mahmoudieh Canal. 

The Court trust that after a perusal of these papers, his Lordship 
will see the necessity of causing such representations to be made to the 
Pasha of Egypt as may secure to the East India Company a continuance 
of the facilities for the independent transmission of the mails through 
Egypt which are at present enjoyed by them. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES C. MELYILL. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 8. 

Captain Lyons , East India Company’s Agent in Egypt, to the Secret 

Committee. 

(Secret.) 

Honourable Sirs, Alexandria , October 8, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to inform the Honourable the Secret Committee 
that arrangements arc being made for the transfer of the property belong¬ 
ing to the Peninsular and Oriental Company on the Nile and Canal to 
his Hi ghness the Pasha; the consideration being agreed on, lam informed 
that the agent of the Peninsular and Oriental Company writes by this 
mail for final instructions. There are two steamers for the service of the 
Nile, and two steam-tugs, with several passage and luggage boats, for 
that of the canal. The whole I am told has been valued at 10,000/., 
with a deduction of 12 per cent, for cash, and special advantages to be 
granted the Peninsular and Oriental Company in the transit of merchan¬ 
dize from Alexandria to Suez. The Pasha offers to take the merchandize 
of the Peninsular and Oriental Company on the following terms :— 14a-. a 
cwt. for goods in time to meet the corresponding steamer, and 8a. a cwt. 
for goods taken at the convenience of the Government, provided they are 
taken over within the month. The Peninsular and Oriental Company 
require to have all goods taken on the first terms, and at the price of 8a. 

The above agreement, if carried out, will probably lead to claims on 
the part of the public in general, and become a Consular question. 

In the event of the steam-boats of tin; Peninsular and Oriental Com¬ 
pany passing into the hands of the Pasha, I shall lose the advantage of 
hiring one for taking the Bombay mail up the river, which I have hereto¬ 
fore done,—a very serious loss, considering that all risk of the mail 
getting wet is obviated, an evil much complained of, and to prevent which 
every possible precaution is taken; but no care or diligence can provide 
for the accident of a donkey slipping in crossing the wet ground at the 
time of high Nile. 

One steamer would be sufficient to carry both mails up the river 
except on extraordinary occasions, when the 'mails were irregular in the 
time of arrival. And supposing it to be possible that the Honourable East 
India Company might in their superior judgment consider it advisable 
to purchase one of the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers, l 
have felt it my duty to make this report. One of the steamers is superior 
to the other, but both are well adapted to the navigation of the river. 
The proximate value of the best (the “Caiio”) is 3000/.; that of the other 
(the “ Lotus”) 2000. 

1 have no doubt whatever that the Pasha is desirous of obtaining the 
boats belonging to the Pcnin ular and Oriental Company, in the belief 
that it will be a step towards his carrying the mails; his thoughts have 
been much occupied on this subject lately; and the language held by 
Artin Bey to several of the English merchants has been very undignified ; 
he a few (lays since said, “Now that we shall have all the steamers thev 
must, give us the mails ; we shall take away the horses heretofore supplied 
for tracking the mail-boats on the canal, and then what will Captaiq 
Lyons do ?” 









Hearing that the daily conversation at the Palace was on the same 
subject, and very little less undignified, I have kept away in the expecta¬ 
tion that the Pasha will soon go to Cairo. Neither the Pasha or Artin 
Bey have named the subject to me. I was last at the Palace ten days 
ago, when I was for some little time alone with the Pasha ; the conversa¬ 
tion was on steam projects, his Highness reminding me that he had 
always said that the importance of steamers in war was greatly over¬ 
rated ; adding that Ibrahim Pasha had been told so by the Lords of the 
Admiralty. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. LYONS, Captain, R. N., 

And Agent for the Hon. East India Company, Egypt. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 8. 

Captain Lyons to the Secret Committee. 

(Secret.) 

Honourable Sirs, Alexandria , October 19, 1846. 

HAVING had the honour on the 8th instant to address a letter to 
the Honourable the Secret Committee on the subject of a probable transfer 
of the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers on the Nile to his 
Highness the Pasha, I feel it my duty to forward copy of a letter from 
Mr. Walne, the Honourable Company’s packet agent at Cairo, having 
reference to that circumstance, and my reply, which I hope will meet the 
approval of the Honourable the Secret Committee. 

Artin Bey speaks openly to the British merchants of the possession 
by the Pasha of the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers leading 
to the Egyptian Government being entrusted with the charge of the 
mails; and I am told that similar language is held by the Pasha, though 
neither his Highness nor Artin Bey ha\c spoken to me on the subject of 
the mails. Two days since Artin Bey told me that great improvements 
were being made in the Desert; and that with the addition of the Penin¬ 
sular and Oriental Company's steamers, the transit would be perfect; 
adding that his Highness hoped in all things to meet the wishes of 
England ; and that he was desired to consult me as to the best means of 
forwarding to Her Majesty eight horses, five pieces of Egyptian marble, 
and two mummies. I recommended their being sent by the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company’s steamer appointed to take the next mail to 
Southampton, and not by the present one, which will not go further than 
Malta. 

I waited on the Pasha the day previous to Ids leaving for Cairo, when 
many others were present. 

My visit to Artin Bey was in consequence of a message requesting to 
see me about forwarding the presents for Her Majesty; but the impres¬ 
sion on my mind is, that his object was to open a conversation to the 
effect that malevolent people would be endeavouring to poison the mind of 
Mr Murray with reference to the good intentions of the Pasha; finishing 
his remarks and assertions of the anxious desire of his Highness to meet 
the entire wishes of England, by a request that I would as a friend of the 
Pasha do justice to his character. 1 confined my reply to an assurance 
that Mr. Murray was of that dignified character that no one would 
presume to address such language to him. 

I I lit vc 

(Sipned) ’ JNO. LYONS, Capt., R. N., $c. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 8. 

The Packet Agent at Cairo to Captain Lyons. 

Sir, Cairo, October 12, 1846. 

I HAVE the honour of reporting to you that in consequence of the 
outward mail which left Alexandria on the 7th, not having arrived on the 
morning of the 10th, and a strong southerly wind having succeeded to the 
calm of the previous dav, I felt it my duty to send down a steamer in 
search of the mail-boat. ‘ This was found below Botar Bokara in circum¬ 
stances that would probably have prevented its arrival for thirty or 
thirty-six hours more, and thus have caused a most inconvenient detention 
of the “ Bentinek.” 

On this occasion I availed myself of one of the Peninsular and 
Oriental Company’s steamers, the remuneration for which can be best 
arranged with the superintendent at Alexandria. 

I trust that the measures taken in what 1 considered an emergency 
may meet your approval. 

As you will have noticed from former communications, the southerly 
wind very frequently prevails in the months of November and December 
and that to such a degree as might very seriously impede, if not endanger, 
a mail coming by sailing-boat. The extraordinary inundation of the 
present year will probably render the road between Alexandria and Cairo 
quite impassable, and, anticipating the transfer of the Peninsular and 
Oriental Company’s steamers, I must submit to your serious consideration 
what is the course to be pursued should 1 have reason to suppose that a 
mail-boat is retarded on the river by a southerly gale which might indefi¬ 
nitely detain it. Should I under such circumstances be warranted in 
applying to the Transit Administration, the only establishment which could 
after the proposed change in the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s 
arrangements, afford the requisite assistance? 

I have ^c. 

(Signed) 1 ' ALFRED S. WALNE. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 8. 

Captain Lyons to the Packet Agent at Cairo. 

Sir, Alexandria, October 19, 1846. 

IN reply to your letter of the 12th, acquainting me that the outward 
mail being detained on the Nile by strong southerly winds, you had sent 
a steamer belonging to the Peninsular and Oriental Company in search of 
the boat, and that she was found below the Botar Bokara in circumstances 
that would probably have prevented its arrival for thirty or thirty-six 
hours more, and thus have caused a most inconvenient detention of the 
Bentinek,” and requesting instructions for your future guidance, in the 
event of the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s vessels being transferred 
to the Egyptian Government. 

Under the circumstances stated I approve of your haying employed a 
steamer of the Peninsular and Oriental Company to bring forward the 
mail; but in the event of private steamers being no longer available, you 
will not apply to the Egyptian Government on a similar occasion, that is 
for the purpose of expediting a mail; and I can hardly suppose a case of 
danger of losing a mail to occur, in which extreme case alone you would 
do right in applying to the Egyptian Go\ eminent for the aid of a steamer, 
going yourself to superintend the necessary operations. 

1 have, &c. 

(Sipned; JNO. LYONS, Capt. R. N., tf'c. 


wr ww n i w 
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\nclosure 5 in No. 8. 

Captain Lyons to the Secret Committee. 

(Secret.) 

Honourable Sirs, A1 , . _ 

, ’ . . , T , Alexandria, January 7, 1847. 

the Secret'Committee'on^the"St^OciXr’la^t ported thC Hon ° urable 

raeans^to ££ Z'T,'H T" *° * t£ 

to Alexandria. S tllC ma,1 - boats dow “ thc canal from Atfe 

2 1 have now the honour to forward copy of a letter received | w r , • 

pany, and Agent to the Postmaster-General, from hetlfto h '? 
Administration of his Highness the Pasha. geilt to thc 1 ra “s't 

3. I shall, by the employment of a lio-ht boat- with „ a h 
every endeavour to provide against the dday 0 ramai bufif'nT"' " S ° 
difficult for manual labour successfully to contend • Y lt Wl11 be ver .V 
west wind, which is the prevalent nn ‘ , 1 , ‘W ll j lst a stormy north- 

the loss of many boats. 0 P one nine months the year, and causes 

The Agent to the Peninsular and Oriental Cnmn-im- ; r . 

their steamers on the Nile will hn d r i Uom l an > ‘“forms me that 

Pasha on the 1st: Februarv no"t C< ' °'’ e '' “> llis the 

* 

I have, &,c. 

(Signed) JNO. LYONS, Capt. R. N.. &e. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 8. 


r/ie Agent of the Transit Administration to the British Postmaster 

at Alexandria. 

Sir, Transit Administration, 

r a i\r • a , . Alexandria, January 0,1847. 

I AM instructed to inform vou that from +iw» iy 1 

administration cannot continuc'to furnish horses for t ? bn,a, '- v ncxt ’ this 
mails on the Mahmoudieh Canal theadmi.,; i *• S .e conveyance of 
its own immediate service ' ‘ Kln ’ ,,1 ' strat, °" ™imnngthe same (or 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) R, L. GREEN, Agent. 


No. 9. 

Mr. Anderson to the llight Honourable E. J. Stanley. 

IIon^mbl^E.^J^Slanley^aiui l )v!tli^ relhrenec S to'tlie^o 1 ^^* 1101 ^ 8 , U '° 

Mr. Anderson had tile pleasure of havino- with ir ° , nvClsatlon ' vll ich 
the Foreign Office, relative to the clisndsfl o ho tm * 

Steam Navigation Company’s steam-'ves^ls, &c, in’E^p/t^le TV 
o.l ‘^ypt- bc gs leave to forward to Mr. Stanley a coinin ' /if ■ \ as,1J l 

thc Directors on that matter, which is now concluded! " ,,1,UtC8 of 

Ql, St. Mary Axe, February 3, 1817. 




Inclosure in No. 9. 


Minutes of the Board of Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company , dated August 25, 1846. 

Resolved,-— 

“ THAI it appears expedient under the peculiar circumstances of the 
question regarding the transit of passengers and goods through Egypt, 
and the earnest wish expressed on the part of the‘Egyptian Government 
that the Company’s boats and steamers on the Nile and canal should be 
transferred over, with a view to facilitate his Highness’s arrangements 
for improving the transit; That the request be complied with, provided 
the Hritish Government see no objection to such proceeding, in which case 
the Managing Directors are authorized to adopt thc necessary steps, and 

to report the amount the Egyptian Government will be disposed to pay 
for such property.” 1 J 


“ September 8, 1846. 

It was reported by Sir John Pirie and Mr. Anderson, that in pur- 
suanee of thc Hoard’s minute of the 25th August, they had waited on Mr 
Addington at the Foreign Office, and on Mr. C E. Trevelyan at the 
1 reasury, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the Government had 
any objection, on public grounds, to this Company transferring their 
steam-vessels and passage-boats in Egypt to the Pasha of Egypt; and that 
it was intimated to them that the Government had no objection to the 

Company disposing of their propert> in Egypt to the best advantage for 
their own interests ; and & 

“ The Managing Directors reported that in consequence of the above 
intimation, thay had instructed Mr. Davidson to open a negotiation with 
the I as ha for the sale of the vessels/ 1 


No. 10. 


Mr. Addington to Mr. Anderson. 

1 Q* 

' Foreign Office, February 5, 1847. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknowledge the receipt of 
vour note of the 3rd instant, inclosing copies of the minutes of the 
Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company 
respecting the disposal to the Pasha of Egypt of the steam-vessels belong/ 
! n g ° 1 , Company on thc Nile, which arrangement has now you say 
1,00,1 i and I am to state to you in reply, that his Lordship 

regiets that the Company have concluded their bargain with the Pasha 
and that their seems reason to fear that the communications with India 
will not be so well carried on when they are entirely under Egyptian 
management. 

lam to add that Lord Palmerston would recommend the Company 
in '“Lire to ask officially and in u riting the opinion of the Secretary of 
State for foreign Affairs, before they determine upon arrangements which 
may have a material bearing upon the communications with India. 

I am, Ste. 


(Signed) 


H. U. ADDINGTON. 






A, " f ** 


* 4 - 


No. 11. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the India Board. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 8, 1847. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to request that you will 
acquaint the President of the Board of Controul that a letter lias been 
received at this office from the Court of Directors ot the East India Com¬ 
pany, dated the 1st of February, respecting the transit of the mails 
through Egypt, which his Lordship concludes is the letter to which von 
allude in your letter of the 30th of January as having been submitted to 

and concurred in by the Board of Controul. 

I am now to request, with reference to this letter from the Court of 
Directors, that you will move the President of the Board of Controul to 
have the goodness to cause to be explained to Lord Palmerston what are 
the facilities for the independent transmission of mails through Egypt 
hitherto enjoyed by the East India Company, of which they apprehend 
that the Pasha of Egypt intends to depri\c them, and which they wish his 
Lordship to ask the Pasha to continue, as his Lordship does not very 
clearly make out from the letter of the Court of Directors what the request 
is which thev wish him to make. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 12. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Honourable C. A. Murray. 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 8. 1847. 

I HAVE received your despatches Nos. 5, 6, and 7, of the 18th and 
19th ultimo, and your separate despatch ol the loth ultimo. 

In your separate and confidential despatch of the 4th of November, 
you ask to be made acquainted with the views of Her Majest) s Gov ele¬ 
ment on certain points connected with the transit of mails and passengeis 
through Egypt on the way to and from India. I have now to state to 
you that it is certainly the wish of Her Majest) s Government to maintain 
as far as possible the employment of British capital and agency in cauv- 
ing on the communications with India through Egypt; and that Her 
Majesty’s Government are convinced that in proportion as these commu¬ 
nications arc left in the hands of the Pasha, the arrangements aic likely 
to be imperfect and insecure. But as a contrary policy seems to have 
been acted upon of late vears, you must act with discretion and prudence 
in endeavouring to get back what has been given up, and you must wait 
for and watch opportunities. 

With regard to the steamers on the Nile, heretofore possessed by 
the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, I have to 
acquaint you that the Company had already agreed for the sale of their 
steamers before I could advise them not to sell them. 

With regard to the question of a railway between Cairo and Sue/,, 
there is no doubt that a railway across from the Red Sea to the Nile 
would be a great convenience and would much expedite the coni mi men¬ 
tions between England and India; and whenever the subject is mooted, 
you should say that Her Majesty's Government would be glad to sec that 
undertaking commenced ; and you should point out the advantages which 
it would produce to Egypt bv its tendency to draw commerce as well as 
passengers through Egypt,'and by the employment it would give to 
Egyptian labour. But as the work would lie done at the expense of the 
Pasha, and as he is at present engaged in an expensive operation for 
damming' the Nile, it is not likely that he will just now lie induced to 
filter upon the construction of the railway. 
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With regard, however, to the ship canal between the Mediterranean 
and the Red Sea, you should lose no opportunity of enforcing on the 
Pasha and his Ministers the costliness, if not the impracticability, of such 
a project; and you should point out that the persons who press upon the 
Pasha such a chimerical scheme, do so evidently for the purpose of divert¬ 
ing him from the railway, which would be perfectly practicable and 
comparatively cheap. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 13. 

The Assistant Secretary of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 

Company to Viscount Palmerston. 

My Lord, London , February 12, 1847. 

1 HAVE the honour, by order of the Directors of the Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company, to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. 
Addington’s letter of the 5th instant, addressed to Mr. Arthur Anderson, 
and to state in reply, that the Directors will not fail in future to avail 
themselves of your Lordship’s recommendation to ask officially and in 
writing the opinion of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on any 
arrangement which they may propose to adopt connected with the transit 
through Egypt. 

At the same time they deem it necessary to explain to your Lordship 
that they have hitherto been deterred from asking such opinion officially 
and in writing because they were given to understand that the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs could not with propriety be called upon to 
give his opinion or advice on the concerns of a private enterprise, an 
intimation to which effect they received from the Earl of Aberdeen at the 
outset of their endeavours to form arrangements with the Pasha of Egypt 
for improving the transit to and from India, in a correspondence of which 
1 have th(> honour to transmit herewith a copy. 

Keeping in view, however, that from the peculiarity of the Company’s 
position in Egypt, their arrangements in that country might have some 
influence in facilitating or otherwise the v iews of Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment for the public interests, the Directors adopted the only course which 
they considered to be open to them, namely, to intimate confidentially to 
the proper departments any arrangements the adoption of which they 
might have in contemplation, and thus afford an opportunity to such 
departments to signify their opinion of such contemplated arrangements, 
without incurring any responsibility to the Company for the results of the 
opinion or advice so given. 

I have also the honour by order of the Directors to transmit for your 
Lordship's information, copy of a correspondence explanatory of their 
recent arrangement with the Pasha, which they have had with the 
Directors of the East India Company. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) C. W, HOWELL, Assistant Secretary, 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 13. 

The Secretary to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company 

to the Earl of Aberdeen. 

My Lord, London, November 25, 1841. 

A COMMITTEE of Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental Sfccam 
Navigation Company, appointed to consider and report upon a negotiation 
made on behalf of the Company by Mr. Arthur Anderson, one of the 
Directors, with his Highness the Pasha of Egypt, for opening a transit 
for merchandize to and from India through that country, having recoin. 

E 
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mended that, previous to the formal confirmation of the arrangement, it 
should be ascertained whether such a communication through Egypt be 
consistent with the views of Her Majesty’s Government, and whether they 
would not require it to be previously submitted officially to their Diploma¬ 
tic Agent, I am directed respectfully to request that your Lordship would 
be pleased to direct that the pleasure of Her Majesty’s Government 
thereon may be signified to the Directors of this Company. 

Mr. Anderson having stated that he had already transmitted to your 
Lordship copies of the papers connected with the transaction alluded to, 1 
have not considered it necessary to trouble your Lordship with them. 

I have, &.c. 

(Signed) J. ALLAN, Secretary. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 13. 

Viscount Canning to the Secretary of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 

Navigation Company. 


Sir, Foreign Of ice , November 30, 1841. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 26th of this month. 1 am directed 
by the Earl of Aberdeen to state to you, for the information of the Direc¬ 
tors of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, that it 
appears from your letter of the 25th of November, that it is the desire of 
the Directors to obtain an opinion from Her Majesty’s Government upon 
the arrangement concluded by Mr. Anderson on behalf of the Company, 
with the Pasha of Egypt, respecting the transit trade through Eg\pt to 
and from India, in order that they may be guided by that opinion in their 
decision as to the formal confirmation of the arrangement in question. It 
appears, however, to Her Majesty's Government, that In giving an 
opinion under such circumstances, they would in some degree render 
themselves responsible to the Company for the consequences which might 
result to the Company from acting in conformity with their opinion ; and 
1 am therefore to state to you, that Her Majesty’s Government do not feel 
themselves warranted in expressing, at the present time, an\ opinion on 
the matter to which your lettered' the 25th instant relates. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CANNING. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 13. 


The Secretary to the Court of Directors to the Secretary of the Peninsular 

and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. 


ieen 
of 


Sir, East India House, February 1, 1817. 

THE Court of Directors of the East India Company have be 
informed that a negotiation is in pmgiess for the transfer to the Pasha 
Egypt of the steamers and other vessels at present employed by the 
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company on the Nile and on 
the Mahmoudieh Canal. 

The Court are apprehensive that such a measure would materially 
affect the existing facilities for the conveyance of the mails through Egypt, 
and being anxious to ascertain how far their information on the subject is 
correct, they have commanded me to request that you will be good 
enough to acquaint me with such particulars of the proposed arrangement 
as the Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Com¬ 
pany may not object to communicate. 

I am, &c. 

# (Signed) JAMES MELVILL. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 13. 


The Assistant Secretary of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company to the Secretary to the Court of Directors. 

Sir, London, February 7, 1847. 

I AM desired by the Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company to state, in reply to your letter of the 1st instant, 
that a negotiation has been concluded between the Company and the 
Pasha of Egypt for the sale and transfer to him of three small steam 
vessels and some passage and luggage-boats with which the Company 
have hitherto navigated the Nile and Mahmoudieh Canal in Egypt, for the 
purpose of conveying passengers and goods in transit to and from India, 
China, &c., and which have also been frequently availed of for the transit 
of the India mails. 

r i'he circumstances which have led to this transaction are as follows, 
The Company have employed and navigated these vessels in Egypt, 
under the British Hag, under firmans or licenses granted by the Pasha, 
the granting of which the Company considered to be in fulfilment of a 
private arrangement effected by them with him (under date 15th Septem¬ 
ber, 1841), for facilitating the transit of merchandize, passengers, and 
baggage, to and from India, &c. 

About three years since the Pasha intimated to (he Company a 
desire that they would transfer these vessels to an establishment called 
the Egyptian Transit Company, then recently (brined in Egypt, and 
although conducted by private individuals, understood to be carried on 
by the Pasha’s capital and under his auspices. He about the same time 
refused permission to the Company to navigate the Nile with a new 
steamer, which they were then constructing, of more commodious size and 
greater speed than those previously employed on the Nile, and which was 
intended to replace one of these boats that required repairs. 

The Company declined to accede to the Pasha’s proposal to transfer 
these steamers to the Egyptian Transit Company. Their new steamer 
alluded to, the “Delta,” arrived at Alexandria in October 1814; the 
Pasha refused permission for her to navigate the Nile; and an attempt to 
attain the object indirectly, by chartering her for a nominal sum to the 
Agent of the Honourable East India Company, for the exclusive purpose 
or conveying the mails, so as to obtain the privilege of plying her on the 
Nile for the British mail service, was also unsuccessful. The vessel there¬ 
fore remained at Alexandria seventeen months, at a considerable expense, 
and entirely useless to the Company, under the hope that she might 
eventually be admitted on the Nile. Those circumstances wore fully com¬ 
municated to the Eoreign Office, and a confidential understanding was 
established between the Directors and that department, as also with the 
Treasury, that the Directors would not enter into any arrangement with 
the Pasha of Egypt relative to their establishment in that country, with¬ 
out first communicating with one or both of these departments. The 
Company being unable to obtain any interposition of their own Govern¬ 
ment, to enable them to employ the new steamer, “Delta,” on the Nile, 
and tlie Pasha having communicated a wish to purchase the vessel, the 
Directors, in Januarv 1816, authorized Sir John Pirie, one of their body 
who was about to proceed to Egvpt for the benefit of his health, to soil 
this vessel to the Pasha, which he effected. 

About the same time the Pasha broke up the Egyptian Transit Com¬ 
pany and took the transit business directly into his own hands, as a 
branch of his administrative Government, alleging as a reason for doing 
so that he was desirous of improving the transit, and which he has in 
effect done, by increasing the means and reducing the charges of transit. 
Besides the “Delta” he had two other small steamers on the Nile; con¬ 
sequently this Company's boats remained in a great measure unemp ? o ) ed, 
the Pasha employing his own vessels in preference, and thus the Company 
became subject to a heavy expense and waste of property. 


£ 



Under these circumstances the Directors considered it would be 
expedient to accede to a renewed application from the Pasha to transfer 
to him the remainder of their vessels and boats in Egypt, provided the 
British Government should see no objection to it. 

I he inclosed copy ol the Board’s minutes* will show the course 
they adopted towards Government with that \ icw, and the extract of 
a letter from the Company’s Superintendent in Egypt, dated Alexandria, 
30th December, 1846, will show the result of the negotiation with the 
Pasha. & 

l he Directors beg to remark that the Pasha of Egypt never conceded 
to them the right ol navigation upon the Nile, but simply licences to that 
effect for specified vessels; and inasmuch as no consideration was gi\cn 
for such permission, it was at any time competent to him to withdraw it, 
and under these circumstances they feel assured that the measures which 
they adopted with the cognizance of Her Majesty's Government, were 
calculated to improve rather than otherwise the existing facilities. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) C. W. HOWELL, Assistant Secretary. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 13. 

Extract of a letter from the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 

Company’s Superintendent in Egypt. 


Alexandria, December 30, 1846. 

REEERRING to my letter of the 11th instant, in reply to your 
favour of the 19th ultimo on the subject of the sale of the Nile and Canal 
boats, 1 have now to wait upon you with copy of his Excellency Artin 
Bey’s communication of the 24th instant, giving his Highness’ sanction 
to‘the terms proposed, say 10,326/. sterling. 'Phi'purchase includes all 
the boats with their stores and appurtenances, except one of the two iron 
barges sent out in 1813 for the Nile, and which l retain in this harbour 
for coals and other purposes of the Company. The transfer 1 have 
arranged to take place on the 1st February, when the sum in question 
will be carried to credit on account current with the Transit \dmi- 


nistration. 


No. 14. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Honourable C. A. Murray. 

(No. 6.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , February 21, 1847. 

I HAVE received your despatches to No. 7 of the 19th of Januaiw 
inclusive, and one marked separate of the 15th of that month. 

I have to state to you that on the 3rd instant the paper of wdiich 1 

* i . . ^ .i ...i.!..h ..i..:.. ii.:2 !• i i i \ • 
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and submitted tome. I wars at the same time informed by Mr. Addington 
that at the interview- which he had with Sir John Pirie and .Mr. Anderson, 
referred to in the minute of the 8th of September, and which took place 
during my absence from London in attendance on the Queen, he distinctly 
stated to those gentlemen that he could gi\c no opinion on the subject oil 
which they were speaking; but that as of late the question relating to 
the transit of mails and passengers through Egypt had alwa\s been con¬ 
sidered by the Foreign Ollice as a Treasury question, they had better 
a only to the Tieasury. 


* See Inclosure in No. 9, 
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I accordingly directed the letter, of which a copy is inclosed*, to be 
sent to Mr. Anderson as the representative of the Company; and I have 
since received from that gentleman the letter, of which and its inclosures 
copies arc herewith transmitted to you. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 15. 

The Secretary to the India Board to Mr. Addington. 

gj r India Board , March 1, 1847. 

I AM desired by the Commissioners for the Affairs ol India to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter ol the 8th ultimo, requesting a 
specification of the facilities’ for the independent transmission of mails 
through Egypt, hitherto enjoyed by the East India Company, of which 
the Court of Directors apprehend that the Pasha of Egypt intends to 

deprive them. . _ , . , 

I lavino- communicated with the Court thereon, the Board have been 

requested to direct their “ particular attention to the correspondence 
which took place between the late President of the Board and the Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman of the East India Company, in the month of August 
1814, relative to a negotiation then in progress with his Highness the 
Pasha of Egypt; such correspondence showing the views entertained 
with respcet’to the independent transmission of the mails through that 
country, which the Court apprehend may be materially affected by the 
recent'arrangements alluded to in the letter addressed to Mr. Addington 

on the 1st of'February.” . . . .. . _ . .. . 

On referring to the correspondence m question, the Board rind that 

on the 14th of August, 1844, the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the 
East India Company expressed their concurrence in the opinion “ ex¬ 
pressed to Mr. Addington, that it would be desirable that the mails should 
continue to be transported across Egypt by the East India Company; 
and they added that it should be “understood that a Company’s messen¬ 
ger shall invariably accompany the mail if carried by the Pasha’s officers, 
and that the mails must not be delayed either at Alexandria or at Suez, 
for the convenience of passengers or merchandize, beyond the periods fixed 

under the present system.” . . . 

I am desired to take this opportunity of transmitting to you, tor the 

information of Viscount. Palmerston, a copy of a letter{ dated the 6th 
ultimo, from the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 
setting forth the arrangements which that Company has made with the 

Pasha of Egvpt. 

1 am, &.c. 

(Signed) GEORGE BYNG. 


No. 16. 

The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received 

March 4.) 

(No. 10.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 18, 1847. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a 
despatch addressed to me by A. S. A\ nine, Esq., Her Majesty s Consul at 
Cairo, inclosing a copy of a complaint made to him by Mi. tcnnei, an 
officer of the Indian Navy* of the conduct ot the local authoiitics hcic in 
preventing British subjects Irom choosing their own mode of conveyance 
from Cairo to Suez, independently ot the Egyptian liansit Company, 


* No. 10. 


f No. 13. 
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J Inclosure 4 in No. 13. 






18 




For your Lordship’s guidance I beg to inform you that on consulting 
the archives I find that in consequence of the letter to Colonel Barnett 
dated the 17 of December, 1844 (to which the inclosed despatch from Mr. 
Consul Walne refers), and of other circumstances connected with the same 
subject, Colonel Barnett addressed to the Foreign Office two despatches, 
one marked No. 30, and bearing date December 18, 1844, and the other 
marked No. 31, and dated December 21, 1844. 

Mr. Wnine’s letter of the 21st of November, 1845 (also referred to in 
his inclosed despatch to me) was followed by representations to the Pasha 
on the part of Colonel Barnett, the result of which was a renewal of a 
promise P reviousl y made by his Highness, and reported to the Foreign 
Office in Colonel Barnett’s despatch No. 44, dated November 1, 1845, 
that all such monopoly should cease. The announcement of this 
reiterated promise was made to the Foreign Office in Colonel Barnett’s 
despatch No. 50, dated the 16th of December, 1845. 

It appears, however, that no such change as was then promised ever 
took place, for on reference to Colonel Barnett’s despatch No. 1 of' the 
18th of January, 1846, your Lordship will find that the Pasha, regardless 
of his former declarations, obstinately maintained his right to the mono¬ 
poly of transit, a line of conduct which, as your Lordship will observe by 
referring to the Earl of Aberdeen’s despatch of the 21st of February 1846 
and the Treasury Minute of the 19th of February, 1846, therein inclosed 
to Colonel Barnett, elicited from Her Majesty’s Government a strong 

remonstrance, which Colonel Barnett was instructed to lay officially before 
the Viceroy of Egypt. J 

From the above statements and references your Lordship will see 
that the interference with the liberty of conveyance to Suez has never 
been discontinued, and although not open and direct, is nevertheless 
effective in its operations. The Government says to the traveller, “choose 
what conveyance you please but at the same time it refuses to give any 
guarantee of impunity to those of its subjects who venture to let for hire 
their horses, asses, or camels on this line, which amounts to a virtual 
prohibition; and as the strong remonstrances hitherto presented on this 
subject have produced no change of system, I await your Lordship’s 
further instructions as to the course which you wish me to pursue. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CII. A. MURRAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 16. 

Consul Walne to the Honourable C. A. Murray. 

^ ir ’ Cairo, January 16, 1817. 

.THE communication of which copy is inclosed has been addressed to 
me by Mr. Fenner, an officer of the Indian Navy, who complains of being 
prevented by the regulations of the local Government, from availing 
himself, independently of the Transit Administration, of what was till 
lately the ordinary means of travelling from this place to Suez. 

By reference to my letters to Colonel Barnett under date of the 17th 
December, 1844, and 21st November, 1845, you will observe that the 
monopoly of the transit establishment, and the inconvenience to which 
travellers to and from India are subject, have been already represented to 
the competent authorities, and the present complaint serves to show 
officially what is well known to the public, that these grievances have been 
neither removed nor mitigated. 

I have, he. 

(Signed) ALFRED S. WALNE. 


•‘ , >7*t*** 


Inclosure 2 in No. 10. 


Mr. Fenner to Consul Walne. 

Sir, Cairo , January 14, 1847. 

I REGRET being under the necessity of bringing to your notice the 
inconvenience and detention I have, in company with a brother officer, 
experienced upon our late visit to Cairo. Having arrived by private con¬ 
veyance at Cairo from Suez, independent of the transit route, and wishing 
to avoid extra and unnecessary expense, after having remained a short 
time, our intention was to have returned by the same conveyance, but in 
making the arrangements with the camel men, we found that none of them 
would proceed on the journey without sanction of guarantee from the 
transit people. 

Upon making inquiry at the Transit office as to whether passengers 
might find their own means of conveyance aci'oss the Desert, I was given 
to understand that we might proceed any way we thought proper, but 
that no written guarantee would be given to the camel men to hold them 
free from punishment for thus conveying passengers. 

In conclusion I beg to state neither camel-men or any other mode of 
conveyance could be procured without sanction from the Transit office, 
independent of the usual line, compelling us to proceed by their means, 
however inconvenient or objectionable. In fact persons proceeding from 
Cairo to Suez are compelled by this monopoly to pay treble the amount to 
what it would cost by private arrangement. Begging that this inconve¬ 
nience may be brought to the notice of the proper authorities, 

I have, he. 

(Signed) W. FENNER, 

Acting Master, I. N. 


No. 17. 

Mr. Addingtoii to the Secretary to the India Board. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 5, 1847. 

I HAVE laid before Viscount Palmerston your letter of the 1st 
instant, in reply to my letter of the 8th ultimo, in which I requested that 
his Lordship might be informed what are the facilities for the independent 
transmission of mails throught Egypt, hitherto enjoyed by the East India 
Company, of which the Court of Directors apprehend that the Pasha of 
Egypt intends to deprive them. 

The Court of Directors appear from your letter to have referred, in 
reply to the communication addressed to them by the India Board in con¬ 
sequence of my letter, to a letter from the Secret Committee to the Board 
of Control, dated the 14th of August, 1844, from which it would appear 
that the points upon which the East India Company are most anxious 
are:— 

1st. That the mail should continue to be transported across Egypt by 
the East India Company. 

2nd. That a Company’s messenger should invariably accompany the 
mail, if carried by the Pasha’s officers. 

3rd. That the mails must not be delayed, either at Alexandria or at 
Suez, for the convenience of passengers or merchandize, beyond the 
periods fixed under the present system. 

As Lord Palmerston is not aware that anything has hitherto occurred 
in Egypt, in so far as regards the points above specified, contrary to the 
wishes of the East India Company, his Lordship directs me to request that 
he may be informed more specifically what is the application, if any, 
which the Court of Directors wish Her Majesty’s Government now to 
make to the Pasha of Eg) pt on these matters. 

I am, he. 

(Signed) II. U. ADDINGTON. 
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No. 18. 

Viscount Palmerston, to Mehemet Ali. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 8. 1847. 

1 HAVE had the honour to receive through Sami Pasha the letter 
which your Highness addressed to me on the 23rd of the month Sefcr, 1263 
(February 10, 1847), respecting certain young persons whom your High¬ 
ness proposes to send to this country for the purpose of acquiring infor¬ 
mation on matters connected with civil Government. 

I can assure your Highness that the British Government will see 
with great pleasure the arrival of these persons and will be most anxious 
on all occasions to promote as far as may be in their power the accom¬ 
plishment of the objects which your Highness has in view. 

Her Majesty’s Government fully share in your Highness’ wishes to 
increase and facilitate to the utmost the friendly and commercial inter¬ 
course between England and Egypt; and they will on all occasions be 
found ready to do everything which may be possible in order to co-operate 
with your Highness in a work so advantageous both to England and 
to Egypt. 

Her Majesty's Government also trust that your Highness will on your 
part on all occasions give a favourable hearing to any representations or 
requests which Her Majesty’s Consul-General may be instructed to make 
to your Highness on these matters, with a view either to the removal of 
inconvenient impediments or to the affording of additional facilities as well 
for the commerce of British subjects in Egypt, as for the passage of 
travellers and mails in their way to India. 

The passage through Egypt as the highway for the intercourse 
between ller Majesty’s possessions in Europe and in India, is undoubtedly 
somewhat more convenient to the British Government and people, than 
the passage across Asia Minor and by the River Euphrates, and your 
Highness, with the sagacity which distinguishes you, must be fully aware 
of the advantages accruing to the country over which you rule, from the 
passage through it of the numerous travellers who, either for business or 
for pleasure, pass between India and Europe. Her Majesty’s Government 
arc therefore persuaded that your Highness will do your utmost to prevent 
any impediment of any kind being thrown in the way of such travellers by 
any persons subject to your control. 

1 cannot conclude inis letter without stating to your Highness that 
an intimation which l have received from Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt, of its being in your contemplation, at no distant 
day, to visit England, has afforded the greatest satisfaction to Her 
Majesty’s Government, who sec in this intention of your Highness the 
strongest proof of the regard entertained by your Highness for the British 
nation. 

I beg your Highness to be assured, that if, as 1 hop-, you should 
carry this project into execution, the Queen my Sovereign and Her 
Majesty’s Government will be most anxious to make your stay in England 
entirely agreeable to your Highness. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 19. 

Viscount Palmerston to (he Honourable C. A. Murray. 

(No. 7.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 8, 1847. 

I INCLOSE for your information a translation of a letter which I 
have received from Mehemet Ali*, and also a copy of my reply to his 
Highness, as well as a copy of my letter to Sami Pasha*, to which 
Mehemet Ali refers. 

* These did not relate to the Transit Administration. 
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The sealed packet which I now inclose to you, contains the original of 
my letter to Mehemet Ali, which you will deliver to his Highness, with a 
translation made by your Dragoman from the copy now transmitted to 

^ You will observe that in my letter to Mehemet Ali, I briefly allude to 
the passage of British travellers and mails through Egypt. 1 was induced 
to touch upon that point by what is stated in your despatch No. 10 of the 
18th of February. It is very obvious that if parties who, independently 
of the Transit Company, may be disposed to provide means of conveyance 
for British travellers, are subject to inconvenience or punishment for 
doin°’ so, the alleged freedom of those travellers to select their own means 
of conveyance, and to employ whatever persons they like for the purpose, 
is wholly nugatory; and that a most objectionable 'monopoly in favour of 
the Transit Company will thereby be virtually established. 

Her Majesty’s Government are prepared to resist the establishment 
of any such monopoly, and therefore when Mehemet Ali has made himself 
acquainted with the contents of mv letter, you will take an opportunity of 
entering upon the question referred to in your despatch, and you will 
point out to his Highness in friendly terms, that Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment trust that his Highness will* take effectual steps to remove the 
grievance adverted to in your despatch. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 20. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Honourable C. A. Murray. 

(No. 8.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , March 13, 1847. 

I FORWARD to you herewith a copy of a letter from the Post 
Office, calling mv attention to certain points connected with the transmis¬ 
sion of the Indian mails through Eg\ pt; and l ha\e to instruct you to 
communicate on the points referred to in this letter with the Postmaster- 
General's agent, and to apply to Mehemet Ali Pasha for any arrangement 
which may seem necessary for the regular and expeditious passage of the 
mails. I am? &c. 


(Signed) 


PALMERSTON. 


No. 21. 

Colonel Maberly to the Right Honourable E. J, Stanley. 

Sir, General Post Office, March 10, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Postmaster-General to acquaint you, that from 
information which his Lordship has received through a private channel, 
it appears that the Egyptian Transit Company could no longer furnish 
horses to track the boats eonvc\ing the British mails on the canal, and 
that the Peninsular and Oriental Company having made over to the Pasha 
some of their boats, orders have been given to dismiss the English 
engineers from all the steamers on the Nile, and to supply their places by 
Arabs.” 

A s these measures are likely to give rise to considerable irregularity 
and confusion in the transmission through Egypt of the British mails to 
and from India, his Lordship has thought it right thus to bring the 
matter under the notice of Lord Palmerston. 

The Postmaster-General thinks it right also to take this opportunity 
of stating, in the event of Lord Palmerston deeming it advisable to make 
any representation on this subject to the Egyptian Government, that it 
has been suggested to him by the packet agent for this department at 
Alexandria, that it would be beneficial to the Post Office service, if 
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arrangements could be made for keeping the mails, which it appears are 
almost of sufficient magnitude to require a separate steamer, distinct 
from the passengers’ luggage, and if a free passage to and from Suez were 
secured, so that the agent of this department, by availing himself of this 
privilege when necessary, might be enabled to ascertain whether the 
service is properly conducted. 

I am, &tc. 

(Signed) W. MABERLY. 


No. 22. 

Mr. Addington to Colonel Maberly. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 13, 1847. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 10th instant, T am directed by 
Viscount Palmerston to state to you, for the information of the Postmaster- 
General, that his Lordship has instructed Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt to communicate with the Postinaster-General’s 
agent on the points connected with the transmission of the Indian mails 
through Egypt, which are adverted to in your letter, and to apply to 
Mehemet Ali Pasha for any arrangement which may seem necessary for 
the regular and expeditious passage of those mails. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) II. U. ALDINGTON. 


No. 23. 

The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 

March 23. 

(No. 12.) 

My Lord, Cairo , March 6, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a memorial from Mr. Leviek, 
a British merchant resident in Cairo, complaining of the unfair manner in 
which his tender for the supply of provisions to the Egyptian Transit 
Company lias been set aside in favour of one of his competitors, attached 
to winch memorial will be found the documents requisite for its support 
and illustration. 

As the transit is now entirely in the hands of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, they are of course free to grant the supply ing of provisions to 
whomsoever and in whatever manner they please; and supposing those 
provisions to be of good quality and reasonable in price, 1 should not 
think it sufficient ground of remonstrance that the Government habitually 
refused to give the contract to a British subject, although such conduct 
must be held to be totally at variance w ith the friendly professions made 
by the Pasha towards Great Britain. But in the mme now submitted to 
your Lordship’s consideration, the Egyptian Government chose to throw 
open the contract to competitors of all countries without distinction. Of 
those who entered the field three were Englishmen and one a Frenchman, 
the latter being; the person who has held the last contract, and whose 
manner of conducting it has been much complained of by British pas¬ 
sengers. Of the tenders made the two lowest were made by Englishmen, 
aud your Lordship will observe that the Egyptian Government, although 
reserving the right of refusing to accept tenders without assigning a 
reason, ought to have returned unopened those which 1 hey intended to 
refuse on any separate grounds. A tender once received and opened is 
admitted to competition. 

This is an injustice of which all the English competitors in the late 
case are entitled to complain as much as the memorialist, because their 
tenders were refused under the pretext of their being employed by the 
Egyptian Government, and the contract was given to M. Coulomb, whose 
brother holds it with him, being at the same time the Pasha’s cook. 
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This is one of many occurrences all tending equally to show the 
determination of the Egyptian Government to exclude English capital, 
enterprise, and influence, as much as possible, from an undertaking in 
which Great Britain is more interested than any other nation. It is a 
line of conduct doubtless prescribed by the predominant French influence 
here, and sooner or later it will require to be noticed and checked in a very 
decisive manner. 

It only remains for me to inquire, whether it is your Lordship’s 
pleasure that I should present any remonstrance in the case of the memo¬ 
rialist, or wait until some question shall arise which may embrace matter 
of greater public interest and importance. 

I have, &.c. 


(Signed) 


CH. A. MURRAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 23. 

Memorial of Mr. Leri etc. 

The Memorial of Mr. John Leviek, British Merchant, resident at Cairo, 
Respectfully showeth, 

THAT on the 22nd January last the Egyptian Government issued a 
notice from the Transit Administration, calling* upon the public to offer 
tenders for supplying provisions on board the steam-boats on the Nile and 
at the Desert stations, for overland travellers to and from India. 

That in conformity with the above notice, memorialist made his tender 
accepting the propositions of Government as set forth in a prospectus, as 
appears by a copy of his tender annexed, and also by a copy of a sub¬ 
sequent letter in reply to application from the Transit Administration. 

That a letter dated 25th February last, from the Director of the 
Transit Administration, was addressed to memorialist from Alexandria, 
calling upon him to proceed there forthwith, as the Government had 
decided that persons in their employ were ineligible as contractors. 

That memorialist consequently forsook his business and proceeded to 
Alexandria, agreeably to the request enjoined in the director’s letter, 
together with two others, M. Coulomb and Mr. Munson. 

That on the morning of their arrival at Alexandria, Artin Bey sent 
for M. Coulomb, settled that he should have the said contract, and after¬ 
wards sent for memorialist and Mr. Manson, merely to tell them that they 
might return as soon as they thought proper to Cairo, as Coulomb Freres 
were chosen by him to be the contractors. 

That memorialist remonstrated with Artin Bey on this unaccountable 
mode of proceeding, in having sent for three persons from Cairo for a 
special purpose and, instead of these three persons appearing together 
M. Coulomb is instructed to appear solely, no doubt for the purpose of 

giving him the contract and not to meet his competitors in the same 
divan. 

Memorialist begs to point out that according to the views taken by 
Government, no employes or persons connected with Government were 
eligible to tender ; that in consequence of such decision, memorialist stood 
the only genuine tenderer on the list; letter E shows the grounds on 
which Mr. West was excluded ; Mr. Manson is a parallel case, as he holds 
a Government hotel at Suez at a nominal rent; and M. Coulomb is 
equally so, as he advanced his tender in the name of Coulomb Freres, who 
stands in the same ineligible position, Coulomb Frtiro being a positive 
employe of Government, holding a rank and wearing a nishan, or 
badge of his rank. Coulomb moreover is totally inadmissible as a can¬ 
didate, for instead of accepting the terms of Government set forth in the. 
prospectus, he entirely rejected them and made his own conditions, quite 
at variance with the terms offered to the public, not having up to the date 
fixed by Government (8th February) consented to or made any tender 
conformable to the prospectus. 

Memorialist did not fail to explain all these points to Artin Bey, and 
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received for reply that Government had a right to do as they thought 
proper, although the person chosen had refused to meet the conditions of 
Government; memorialist however contended that Coulomb Freres could 
not be considered in the light of genuine candidates, and, as such, from 
the very commencement the tender ought not to have been received in 
the manner it was made, besides being moreover a day too late, the 9th 
February. 

Memorialist therefore had no alternative left than to return to Cairo 
to lay his complaint before the proper British authority, and memorialist, 
in bringing forward his case, begs leave to point out the indignity of the 
manner in which Englishmen have been treated and excluded in favour of 
Frenchmen, who had no claim whatever from the tenor of their tender and 
the time of its presentation. 

Memorialist begs to state that it is well known to him that it ema¬ 
nated from a person of rank not connected with this Government, who 
insinuated to his Highness the Pasha that the contract must not be per¬ 
mitted to pass into the hands of the English, which accounts for the 
manner in which three English individuals have been treated, by excluding 
them under one pretext or other, while it is given to a Frenchman whose 
tender, properly speaking, is no tender at all. This is the ostensible 
reason for objecting to Mr. West’s tender after it had been accepted; a 
plea created for a purpose. 

Memorialist in conclusion begs to state that the transit through 
Egypt originated with Englishmen, was conducted for voars and matured 
by Englishmen, was handed over by Englishmen to the Pasha, and is 
solely supported by Englishmen and their capital, in fact it is essentially 
an English undertaking, and as a recompense Englishmen are now un¬ 
justly excluded from contracting for provisioning their own countrymen, 
to make way for undue French inlluence which is paramount to every 
other consideration in Egypt. 

Memorialist is fully persuaded that he has not represented his case, 
as regards undue partiality in any other than the real light, and in 
respectfully submitting his complaint to the consideration of Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul-General memorialist hopes he will obtain that justice 
which the case may seem to merit. 

Memorialist begs very respeetfullv to subscribe himself, 

(Signed) J. LEYICK. 

Cairo, March 0, 1847. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 23. 


Government Notice for Tenders . 


Administration du Transit. 


Avis. 

LE contrat passe entre l’Administration du Transit et MM. Coulomb 
fibres, proprietaires de 1’1 lotel d’Orient. pour la fourniture des vivres dans 
les bateaux a vapour naviguant sur le Nil et le Canal du Mahmoudie ct 
dans les stations sur la route de Sue/., linissant an 9 Mars, 1817, les per- 
sonnes desirant se charger de In (litt* fourniture pour I’annee commenyant 
an 9 Mars, 1847, et se terminant au 8 Mars, 1848, sont invitees a se 
presenter au Bureau de 1’Admiuistration du Transit au Cairo ou a Alex¬ 
andra, jusqu’a la lin de ce mois de Janvier, pour y laisser lours noms et 
rccevoir une copie du prospectus des condit ions lixees par I’administraiion. 

Au 8 Fevrier prochain au Bureau de l’Administration du Cairo seront 
recus les olfres, et la fourniture sera conccdee a la personae (lout les prix 
seront les plus bas. 

L’Administration du Transit se reserve toutefois le droit d’exclure de 
ce concours telles personnes qu’elle voudra, sans etre tenue de donner 
aucune explication a ce sujet. 
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Sont naturellement exclus tous ceux qui ne seraient pas pr£sent6s au 

ureau ce 1 Administration du Caire jusqu’a la fin de Janvier pour v 
, laisser leurs noms. v 3 

Caire, 22 Janvier, 1847. 

he Directeur de l\Administration du Transit, 
(Signe) ABDER RAHMAN ROUCHDY. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 23. 

Prospectus of the conditions at which the Transit Administration will con - 
sent to give by contract the provisioning of the steam-boats on the 

Nile and Canal, and Stations in the Desert, with the necessary meals 
oj the Passengers. 


1 HE Conti actor will agree to provide the passengers during their 
transit, with 

Breakfast at 9 o’clock a.m. 

Lunch . at 1 o’clock p.m. 

Dinner . at 5 id. 

Tea . . at 8 id. 

These hours are more especially fixed for the steamers 

In the Desert Stations the travellers arriving in any one of the three 

Stations No. 4, 8, and 12, from G o’clock a.m. till noon, will have the 
Breakfast served to them. 


Those arriving in the afternoon till 3 o’clock, will have the Lunch 
I hose arriving from 4 till 7 o’clock p.m., will have the Dinner 

iJ, 10 ^ arn V^. f l ; o m8r.M.tilU a.m, will have Tea with a Supper, 
the bill of fare ol which will be similar to the Breakfast one. n 


As there arc only three Stations where the travellers can stop to take 
their meals there will be for every train one of the four meals that they 
uill not eat, and this will vary according to the hour of starting from 
Cairo or from Suez. In compensation of this the Supper is given with 


Tea in the late hours of the night. 


Breakfast's Bill of Fare. 

Cold boiled tongues served whole. 

id. Hams id. 

Mutton cutlets. 

Boiled eggs and omelettes. 

Cold fowls served whole. 

Butter. 

Tea and coffee with milk ad libitum. 


Lunch Bill of Fare. 

English cheese 
Butter. 

Biscuits. 

Dried and fresh fruit. 


Bill of Fare for Dinner . 

Soup, 

Turkey or leg of mutton boiled. 

Fowls with white sauce. 

Ox tongues, served whole. 

Ham, id. 

Steamed potatoes. 

Goose, or leg of mutton roasted. 

Salad and pickles. 

Pastry and puddings. 

English cheese, fresh butter 
Small cups of coffee. 


, plain biscuits, fresh and dried fruit. 
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For Tea. 


Tea and coffee. 

Biscuits. 

Toast. 

Fresh butter. 

Before the departure of each steamer conveying passengers, the 
contractor will be required to deliver in to this Administration a list of 
all the provisions which have been put on board, or sent to the Desert 
Stations, and of which the minimum quantities shall be as in the following 
prospectus. 

Prospectus of providing which shall be put on board the steamers 
and sent to the Desert Stations for Ten Passengers. 

4 Fowls. 

1 Turkey. 

1 Goose. 

2 okes ham. 

1 Tongue. 

5 okes meat. 

100 Eggs. 

1^ oke of English cheese. 

lj id. fresh butter. 

Cooking butter in sufficient quantity. 

5 okes Potatoes. 

1 id. Rice. 

2 id. Flour. 

6 id. Vegetables and onions. 

2 id. Dried fruit. 

Fresh fruit in sufficient quantity, to be stated in the list. 

1 oke sugar. 

35 drams tea. 

CO id. coffee. 

3 okes milk. 

1 id. plain biscuits. 

10 Piastres bread. 

1 Bottle pickles. 

Spermaceti candles and charcoal in sufficient quantity. 

Should the above-mentioned minimum proportion at any time be 
found insufficient, the Transit Administration will have the right of 
increasing it, the contractor binding himself, for his own interest as well 
as that of the Administration, to furnish such provisions the quality and 
quantity of which will always satisfy the passengers. 

The necessary servants required to attend at table and to take 
charge of the table service and linen, will be under the direct orders of 
the Administration, who will pay them. 

The Contractor will have to pay the cooks and stewards appointed 
by him to overlook his interests. 

The Administration will furnish the kitchen utensils and the table 
services and linen. 

The servants being under the orders of Administration, the con¬ 
tractor will not be held responsible for any breakage or loss in the table 
services, but will have to account for the kitchen utensils, which will be 
in charge of his cooks. 

The linen necessary for the service of the boats and stations, com¬ 
prising the bed, clothes, and mosquito curtains, will be washed, and the 
kitchen utensils tinned, at the expense of the contractor, as often as the 
Transit Administration will think it proper. 

The Transit Administration employes travelling on duty, will be fed 
gratis by the contractor. 

The servants waiting at table and being paid by the Administration, 
will be fed by the contractor whenever there will be any travellers on 
board the steamer or in the stations. 

Should one fourth in number of the passengers in a voyage address 
a written complaint to the Administration on the bad quality or insuffi¬ 
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ciency of the provisions, the Administration will deduct an eighth ; should 
the complaint be signed by one-half the passengers, the Administration 
will deduct a quarter; and if the whole of the passengers should sign 
the complaint, the Administration will deduct half of the sum that is due 
to the contractor for the provisioning for that voyage. 

On the third complaint signed by the whole of the passengers, the 
Administration will deduct the amount due to the contractor for the 
provisioning of that last voyage, and so on for every third complaint of 
this kind. 

The contractor will be paid for his provisions every three months, 
and his accounts will be regulated by an extract of the Register of 
Passengers kept by the Administration. 

Should the contractor wish to undertake the supply of beer, wines, 
and other beverage which are paid by the passengers according to the 
price of the following Tariff, the Administration will consent to the sale, 
and this will form the head of a special article in the contract. 


Tariff of Wines , Beer, fyc., 8>c. 



Cairo, Jan nary 22, 1847. 


Inclosurc 4 in No. 23. 

Mr. Levic/c’s Tender. 

THE tender of Mr. J. Leviek to the Transit Administration for 
provisioning the steam-boats on the Nile and Canal and the stations on 
the Desert, for passengers, is as follows :— 

1st. Mr. J. Le\iek accepts the whole of the terms particularized in 
the prospectus as far as regards the provisioning on the Desert and the 
Nile, as well as the terms of payment by Government for the same; 
reserving for subsequent consideration the tariff'for the supplies of wines, 
beer. &.<•., should his tender be accepted. 

2nd. Mr. .1. Le\ iek further offers on his part to furnish wax-lights 
and charcoal for the said service, the Government on their part furnishing 
the water required at the stations, as well as land-carriage of provisions, 
wine, &o. to the Desert, or any other carriage on the route between Suez 
and Alexandria for the said service. 

3rd. Mr. .J. Leviek will meet the object of the prospectus for the 
following consideration, namely :— 

i j. m f Desert . . G5 

1st ClaSS < ivr* i nr. 


2nd Class 


Cairo, January 31, 1817. 


Desert 

. G5 

Nile 

. GO 

Desert 

. 55 

Nile . 

. 50 


125 Egyptian piastres. 


105 


(Signed) 


J. LEV1CK. 


To Abder Rahman Rouehdy, Director Transit Administration. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 23. 

Mr ' Levick 10 the Direcloi- of the Transit Administration 

Sir, . 

tat l , , Cairo, February 8, 1847. 

by the te7ms y ol'my tender of the 3Ut of HnuS I'T tlwt 1 abide 

tion of the prices offered I cnn«iHo f U - ai ' a ? t ’ w,t h° ut any deduc- 

carried out For Government and to *u- to tllc to be 

tent, and litigation, and moreover to a non-fulfilment of the same’ 

or wine s s re £- & ':f rr J rMiFV'""' , it ; t,c 7 esp l <!ctin ? ti,e s, wy 

alt u b .°^ also siippiying’tlie wine and beer 

water on Desert, and Is! for the "ante on’thl Nile! b< " !l ° ,or K<,da - 

1 have, &c. 

(Sig-ned) J. LKVIC’K. 


Inclosure (J in No. 23. 


The Director of the Transit Administration to Mr. Levick. 

^rnp 8 ' 1 ’ *• r Alexandria, February 25, 1817. 

111K question of the tender made for the victualling the passeim-cx 

hiF h-feellencyTrUn KgyP ‘ '’ aS n ' ltm ' d h > hi « Higlmo* to 

Mr. best’s tender will probably be refused on the ground that he is 
a Goveiiiinent employe, and eonsequentlv the contract will be Massed 

t'o °l. the oth V 0ndercr8 : IUld W prc.senee here ^ 

to decide this question, you are desired to come forthwith to'Alexandria 

by a steamer that will be sent down by the Transit Aclministrita on 

Vaiih,. * 


purpose, 


Yours, &t\ ’ 

(Signed) ABDER RAHMAN ROUCIIDY. 


No. 24. 

7 he Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 

March 23) 

(No. 14.) 

My Lord, 

J , t, . ( <nr<> ’ * Iarch 8 - 181> 7- 

despatch No. 4 “ 

hinlitaF f« m niof | K f yl?t: and in ^ 1 '-S'to assure y,,;:: llrd! 
stnj tliat I will not fail to improve any opportunity that may present 

itself foi carrying out the views therein expressed. * * 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ClI. A. MURRAY. 


No. 25. 

(No 9 ) Viscount Palmerston to Honourable C. A. Murray. 

Sir 

’ . „ . „„ . Foreign Office, March 25, 1847. 

inclusive y ° Ur t,eS I )atc,10S to X ‘>- H of the 8th of March 

With reference to your despatch No. 12 of the Oth of March, inclosing 


a copy of a memorial addressed to you by Air. Levick, a British subject, 
copiplaining of the circumstances attending the rejection of his tender for 
the supply of provisions to passengers conveyed through Egypt on their 
way to and from India by the Egyptian Transit Company, I have to instruct 
you to represent toMehemet Ali the injustice and irregularity of the proceed¬ 
ing of which Mr. Levick complains, and the settled determination, of 
which that proceeding is a manifest proof, to give on all occasions in 
Egypt an undue preference to Frenchmen over Englishmen. 

I have further to direct you to add that you arc specially instructed 
by your Government to say that the hostile spirit towards British subjects 
and British interests which is constantly exhibited in the acts of the 
executive officers of the Pasha, has become a source of sincere regret to 
Her Majesty’s Government; because it has an inevitable tendency to 
bring about a state of things as between the British Government and the 
Viceroy which would be very painful to ller Majesty’s Government. But 
if such a result were to happen, the responsibility would not rest upon 
Her Majesty’s Go\eminent, but upon the Viceroy. 

It is perfectly true indeed that nothing can be more friendly than the 
language of the Viceroy of Egypt, and the assurances given by him 
himself in all his communications with Her Majesty’s Government; but, 
on the other hand, tin* proceedings of his administration towards British 
subjects and their interests in Egypt arc too often of the most unfriendly 
character; and the Pasha must remember that if he is unable to make 
the subordinate officers of his Government act towards British subjects 
and British interests in the spirit of friendship which animates his own 
mind, the conduct of the British Government towards Egypt will necessa¬ 
rily be influenced rather by the hostile acts of his agents than by his own 
friendly disposition. 

I am, &tc. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 26. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Honourable II. Wellesley. 

(No 89.) 

8ir > Foreign Office, April 1, 1817. 

1 INCLOSE, for your information, a copy of a despatch which 1 have 
addressed to Mr. Murray, directing him to call the attention of Mehemet 
Ali to the* unfriendh spirit manifested by the subordinate Egyptian 
authorities as regards British interests. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 27. 

'The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received 

April 1.) 

(No. 15.) 

My Lord, Cairo , March 17, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s 
despatch No 6, bearing date February 24, 1817, containing copies 
ol correspondence explanatory of the circumstances under which the 

Peninsular and Oriental Company had sold their Nile steamers to the 
Pasha. 

The perusal of this correspondence confirms the impression which 
1 before entertained of the erroneous views which that company have held 
in respect to the navigation of the Nile; and it is much to be regretted 
that at the time of the first establishment of the Transit, they did not 
ascertain clearly the views of Her Majesty’s Government on this subject, 


5%fekV! 








S^hS*nfrr p0nd “" is C f rric<1 <m unilor tl,c belief on their part 

S t^M hfpT. WWC <mly l ,c ™ ittal t0 P'y »n the river so long- 
as - it suited the Pasha s views, and that they were removable at his 

p ensure. In the r letter to the Secretary to the East Ind a Conn any 

of February 7, 1817, they distinctly state that “the Company 1 have 

11 r ?J° y p f and navi f atc(1 these vessels in Egvpt under the British Hag 

lel ter vo rma 7 f!" ! lcences . granted by the Pasha/’ &<■.. and the same 
lc ter recounts their acquiescence in his Ilighness’s refusal to permit 

another of their steamers, the “Delta,” to ply on the Nile. Unless 1 
gicatly misapprehend the Pasha’s position, all these negotiations have 
been carried on upon a false basis, as I conceive that his Highness cannot 
S •‘th t withhoki navigation firmans to the subjects of foreign Powers 
without the author it) of the Porte; and it appears to me that our right to 
nav.gate the Nde under our own flag is. according to the provisions of 
oui treaties made with the Sublime Porte, clear and undoubted. 

In order to place this matter before \our Lordship as briefly as 

possible, I need only refer to those clauses (if the Treaties with the Porte 
which bear immediately upon it. 

,.^f rtlcle \ L°/ the Trcat y made between Austria and Turkey, 24th 
of February, 1784, says, “ it shall be permitted to Austrian subjects and 
merchants to navigate commercially under their own flag, with their own 
ships and sailors, from the rivers to the sea, and from the sea up the 
meis &c (within the Ottoman dominions), and the firman ordering the 
execution of the above Treaty is addressed to the Governor of Eg\pt at 
he time being. Again Article 1 of the Treaty of Commerce between 
Russia and the Porte, dated 10th of June, 1783, begins as follows: “ La 
.Sublime Porte permet ent.6reme.it a tons les sujets Russes en general dc 
navigucr librement. et d excrcer leur commerce dans tons ses Etats, taut 
par terre que sur les mers, caux, etsur le Danube, et partout on la navi¬ 
gation ct le commerce pourront convenir aux sujets Russes,” &c. 

Such being the stipulations made between the Porte and the two 
Powers above named, it is doubtless well known to your Lordship that 

° 16 lrCaty bet ' vccn (ircat »»-i‘«in and the Porte of Am-ust 

16, 1838, guarantees to British subjects “all rights, privileges" or 
immunities which the Sublime Porte now grants or hereafter mayo-rant 
to the subjects and ships of any other foreign Power” and also^that 
Article \ I of the same Treaty expressly names Egypt as one of those 
possessions of the Ottoman Empire to which the regulations established in 
that Convention are to be applicable. 

title h, inv Lord, arc the grounds upon which I form the opinion that 
he I mi insular and Oriental Company were ill-ads ised in appR in<>- to the 
I as ha for a permission to exercise a pri\ilege already secured ‘to them by 
treaty, and still more ill-advised in acquiescing in the refusal by which 
that request was met. An important principle lias thus been dama-ed if 
not sacrificed, and doubtless there will be more diflieult\ in it, resumption 
tluui there would Imvc been in its liKiintoiKineo. 

Meanwhile I am anxious to know whether Her Majest\’s Govern¬ 
ment takes the same a iew of this subju-t, as that which I ha\e above 
expressed. Should such be the case it would be highly beneficial to (im¬ 
position m this country if the East India Compani were to establish two 
small steamers on the Nile for the conveyance of mails, as the\ would 
thereby not only greatly improve our communications with India but 
also re-assert and re-exercise a privilege, the abandonment of which has 
inflicted a serious blow' on British influence in Egypt. 

1 ha\ e, &c. 

(Signed) (Ml. A. MURRAY. 
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No. 28. 

The Right Hon. E. J. Stanley to the Queen's Advocate. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 7, 1847. 

1 AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit herewith a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, 
respecting the right which he conceives the British Government may 
claim to navigate the Nile with British steamers. A question of this kind 
was referred to you in 1841, and you reported upon it on the 27th of 
November of that year. I inclose the principal papers submitted to yon 
at that time. 

I am to request that you will take Mr. Murray’s present statements 
into consideration, and favour Viscount Palmerston wdth your opinion 
thereupon. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) ' E. J. STANLEY. 


No. 29. 

The Queen's Advocate to Viscount Palmerston. 

My Lord, Doctors’ Commons, April 12, 1847. 

I AM honoured with your Lordship's commands, signified in Mr. 
Stanley's letter of the 7th instant, stating that he was directed to transmit 
to me therew ith a despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General 
in Egypt, respecting the right which he conceives the British Government 
mas claim to navigate the Nile with British steamers; that a question of 
this kind was referred to me in 1811, and I reported upon it on the 27th 
of November of that year. Mr. Stanley is pleased to inclose the principal 
papers submitted to me at that time. 

Mr. Stanley is pleased to request that I would take Mr. Murray’s 
present statements into consideration and report to your Lordship my 
opinion thereupon. 

In obedience to )our Lordship’s command, l have taken into con¬ 
sideration the despatch from Mr. Murray, Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt, and have the honour to report, that I see no 
reason to depart from the opinion expressed in my report of the 27th of 
No\ember, 1811, of the correctness ol the view' taken of this matter in the 
letter from the Board of ’Trade of the 20th of November in that year. 

I have, &,c. 

(Signed) J. DODSON. 


No. 30, 

Mr. Addington to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 20, 1847. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to request that you will 
acquaint the Lords Commissioners of ller Majesty’s Treasury, that his 
Lordship is desirous of ascertaining in what manner the transit of letters, 
passengers, and merchandize through Egypt is conducted at the present 
time, from their arri\al in the port of Alexandria from Europe to their 
embarkation at Suez for India, and vice versa ; and also in what manner 
the present system differs from that which it has superseded, and of what 
improvements it is susceptible. 

1 am accordingly to request that the agents of the Post Office in 
Egypt may be required to report in detail upon the points above mentioned. 

I am, &,e. 

(Signed) II. U. ADDINGTON. 
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No. 31. 

Mi\ Addington to the Secretary to the India Board. 

Sir, 

r AM A‘. 4. . , Tr . Foreign Office April 20,1847. 

acquaint thc'prcsident IfTheVi Pa J m ® r ^ on to request that you will 
desirous of ascertaining 11“ Controul, that his Lordship is 
and mereh^SSrSaJh ^ at f manner he tl f^.t of letters, passengers, 

their arrival in the norf of !3 C(, J' UCt ? at the present time, from 

at Sop-/ fi l l- P \ of A!e xandria from Europe to their embarkation 

i am, &c. 

__ (Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 32. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Honourable C. A Murray 
(No. 12.) J ‘ 

Sir 

i pT a \ r l’ . . , Foreign Office , April 21, 1817. 

? » v ±r P £5 SFHir' 

Majesty’s Government mavthinl/it-n r K° U th , c coursc w| iich Her 
that question. ^ expedient to adopt with reference to 

Her Majesty’s Government consider it neecssarv m 

raise anv further nuesimn «.;n, mi 1 "wcssaiy that before they 

through Egypt they should elc-n-U- ° ienu ^ respecting the passage 
now stands? ’ ' d } comprehend in what state that matter 

detail, fcl“tm^it g iho^r' St ,7 Ct V ° U tU rCp V rt t0 mo in ‘he fullest 

1 wish you also to shmv in wl ‘ cllar S« incurred for Iransit. 

that which it has sunc 'scdc, red , r''T , l ’'' Csont s > !itci " ll 'IIcrs li-ora 

You will furtC^ort^’how fa• v I) co |, !' 0VC 'u'' ,t! : il is #llscc l'li>>!<“. 

may recommend can he claimed as a mattiwof'ri* M ‘"'I’ 1 ' 0 ™" 0 " 1 * you 
with the Porte, and accordino- .,„v .■ . 1 *=» lt nnder our treaties 

treaties with any other Power* to th,? )<IVI e ^°‘ S ^anteil by the Porte in 

would ho entitled under Article I of the OmvmlHon of 18%°‘and '7“"" 
such improvements cannot be claimed as a matter of rio ht [’ ‘n I I a, \ V 
to know whether they could be ‘n-mtorl r,.„ , u •! *? , ^nouM W| sli 

the Sultan, consistcn ly , the” re Zmf t V 't"! hy fir !" :,, ‘ 
and the Pasha of Egypt. ^'hs,sting between the Sultan 

1 am, &o. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 33. 

The Honourable C. A. Murrm, to Fh-.count Palmenton.-IRcccived 
(No. 18.) AprU2S) 

Vn* vI■ Cairo. April 3,1847. 

1 11A\ E the honour to inform pm that I have ins! relumed from 
temew with the Pasha, in the course of which his Highness lie,.3 me 
ontc) t.o your Lordship every assurance of his esteem and regard, and 



also his grateful acknowledgments of the flattering reception with which 
his pioposed \ isit to England has been met on the part of Her Majesty 
and Her Majesty’s Government. lie expressed himself also as being 
mueh obliged by the suggestion offered by your Lordship in respect to the 
Egyptian youths whom he is about to send to be educated in England. 

When 1 commenced in obedience to your Lordship's instructions to 
touch upon the question of the passage of travellers from hence to Suez 
apart from the conveyances offered by the Transit Company, I was aware 
that I was entering on a subject likely to renew some of the angry dis¬ 
cussions which had taken place with in\ predecessors, and such I found 
to bo the case, for the Pasha clings to that monopoly with all the astute 
tenacity which marks his character. 

I will not trouble \our Lordship with the recital of all the pretexts 
which he employed, nor of the arguments with which I endeavoured to 
oveicomc them. 1 he result of our conversation was a promise on his 
part that he would convoke his Council, and after consulting them would 
give me an answer such as he trusted would be satisfactory to your 
Lordship. 1 begged him in conclusion to remember that the principle 
contended for was so simple in itself that it admitted only of an affirma¬ 
tive or negative reply, it being whether British subjects were or were 
not at liberty to hire mules and camels from Cairo to Suez upon the same 
terms as to an\ other place within or beyond his Highness’ dominions ; 
and that as without such permission the freedom of intercourse which he 
had always professed to encourage and maintain would be seriously com¬ 
promised, L hoped he would enable me to convey the only reply’which 
would be satisfactory to Her Majesty’s Government. 

After this I directed the conversation to other topics, knowing well 
from m\ own experience as well as from the testimony of the archives, 
that the Pasha is e\er most unwilling; to concede a point when pressed to 
it in a personal interview, and I have before explained to your Lordship 
that this is a question which requires to be treated with some delicacy, as 
it is easy for the Pasha to give a nominal and ostensible permission, and 
yet, through his agents, to prevent the Egyptian muleteers and camel- 
drivers from venturing to avail themselves of it. 

Before I left the Viceroy he returned again to the subject of his visit 
to England, and to the construction of the steam frigate which he is 
budding on purpose for that voyage, the engines of which are being made 
in England. His Highness is verv anxious to get them out and have them 
fitted as soon as possible; and as he has been given to understand that the 
same maker is constructing four engines for the British Government, he 
gn\e me a broad hint that in ease the latter are not required immediately, 
he would take it as a great favour if the engineer w'ere allowed to com¬ 
plete his engine liist. Should it be >our Lordship’s wish and in your 
power to oblige him in this matter, Mr. Eincham, of the School of 
Na\al Architecture, is the parts to whom the Pasha’s commission is 
entrusted. I have, Sic. 

(Signed) CIL A. MURRAY, 


No. 34. 

The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 

Mai/ 5.) 

(No. 20.) 

M> Lord, Cairo, April 17, 1847. 

1 II WE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of )our Lordship’s 
despatch No. 8 of the 13lh March, 1847, inclosing a copy of a letter from 
the Post Office respecting the transmission of the Indian mails through 
Vg\\)L 

In order that 1 might furnish your Lordship with the most full and 
exact information with regard to the subject referred to, I desired Mr. 
Walnr, the Honourable East India Company’s Agent in Cairo, to draw up 
a report of all the particulars relating to the transport of the Indian 

* V 1 






mails through Egypt, a copy of which report I have the honour to inclose 
herewith. 

I thought it the more incumbent on me to give this detailed reply to 
your Lordship’s despatch, because it was evident to me, from the con¬ 
cluding paragraph of the Post Office Secretary’s official letter therein 
inclosed, that the authorities at the General Post Office were as yet 
altogether uninformed as to the details of the system of mail transport 
through Egypt. 

Your Lordship will gather from Mr. Walne’s report that his opinion 
coincides with that which in a former despatch l expressed to your 
Lordship, namely, that the greatest and most desirable improvement ol 
which the system is capable, would be the 'placing on the Nile one or two 
small steamers belonging cither to the Go\eminent or to the Honourable 
East India Company, in order to secure the regular transport of the mails 
during the season of inundation, and to prevent it from ever being 
dependent on the aid of the Egyptian Transit Administration. 

Should there be anv deficiency of information in the inclosed report it 
can be amply supplied to the Postmaster-General by the Directors of the 
East India Company, to whom all the most minute particulars have been 
communicated by Captain Lyons, their principal agent in Egypt. 

(Signed) 11 '° 5 ^CH. A. MURRAY. 


Inclosure in No. 34. 

Mr. lValne to the Honourable C. A. Murray. 

Sir, Cairo, April 17, 1847. 

I IIAYE had the honour of receiving your despatch of this day’s 
date, instructing me to report to you the means which have hitherto been 
employed for the conveyance of Iler Majesty’s mails from Sue 1 /, io Alex¬ 
andria, and rice versa. 

Since the regular establishment of the overland communication in 
1837, the transit of the mails has been effected at the charge and under 
the direction of the Honourable East India Company, which for this 
purpose has appointed three packet agents, at Alexandria, Cairo, and 
Suez. 

To each of the agencies are attached Janis-aries, who act as mes- 
sensors and are sent from station io station in charge of the numerous 
eases of letters and despatches landed from the steamers on either 
side. 

In the case of the homeward mail, the landing is effected by the 
agent at Suez. One of the Cairo .Janissaries vviih his assistant cavasses 
superintends its transit from Suez to Shoubra, the animals employ ed being 
dromedaries, belonging to two tribes of Mount Sinai Arabs, vv ho alter¬ 
nately undertake this service. 

Arrived at Shoubra, the mail is under the* inspection of the Cairo 
agent, transferred to a swift can^ia, or light rowing-boat, which with 
suitable crew and under charge of a second janissary of the Cairo esta¬ 
blishment, proceeds to Atfeh. If the Io; h be open the same boat enters 
the canal; if not so the mail is transferred to another boat; in either 
case the vessel is tracked along the canal to Alexandria. 

This latter part of the transit was during the existence of the Transit 
Company, and (or several months after the formation of the Transit Admi¬ 
nistration, done by horses; but this privilege being now withdrawn, we 
have of late been obliged to employ men. 

At Alexandria the mail is sent by the agent in that place to the 
steamer which awaits it. 

The outward mail takes in general a different course, and, except for 
two or three months of the year when the inundation renders the roads 
more or less impassable, is carried by land the whole way from Alexandria 
to Suez. It is first sent under charge of a janissary attached to the 
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Alexandria agency, to Negheeleh, the animals employed for its convey¬ 
ance being mules and donkeys. At Negheeleh there is a relay of animals, 
and the mail is brought from that place under charge of a janissary sent 
from Cairo. From Shoubra another Janissary, with assistant cavasses, 
takes charge of the mail and proceeds with it to Suez, the dromedaries 
employed on this occasion being those of the Maage tribe, which is now 
almost exclusively engaged in the mail service. 

An exception to the almost general rule of land carriage from Alex¬ 
andria to Cairo has occasionally been made during the last two years, one 
of the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers being employed for 
the transit of the mail proceeding to Bombay. This being the lighter of 
the bi-monthly outward mails, and there being no steamer available for 
the very heavy mail that meets the Calcutta steamer, the assistance 
thereby afforded has not been of very material service, and has of course 
entirely ceased since the transfer of the company’s river vessels to the 
Egyptian Gov eminent. 

It is only during the inundation that we experience any very serious 
difficulty in mail transit, and then only in reference to the outward 
packet. At that time there is no available road fiom Negheeleh to Cairo, 
and from Alexandria to Negheeleh the causeways are not always practi¬ 
cable. Under these circumstances a portion, sometimes the whole, of the 
journey has to be performed in a sailing-boat, and despite the utmost 
efforts of the crews and Janissaries, it has not always been possible to 
avoid some inconvenient delay, which has hitherto however seldom exceeded 
twenty-four hours beyond the time ordhsarilv allowed. But in the latter 

• i 

end of October and in the month of November, southerly winds prevail 
to such extent that a boat might be detained several days; and on two or 
three occasions I have been obliged to send down a steamer to tow up the 
vessel in which the mails were placed. So long as the Peninsular and 
Oriental Company’s steamers were at my disposal, in case of an emergency 
I had little to fear from an accident of this kind; but in this particular 
branch of service their transfer to the Egyptian Government will I am 
afraid in future occasion great inconvenience; the more so as my instruc¬ 
tions forbid mv employing an Egyptian Government steamer under any 
circumstances short of the mails being in positive danger. 

As regards the refusal of the Transit Administration to supply the 
mail-boat with horses on the canal, 1 attach but little importance to it, 
except as an ungracious act of Artin Bey, intended no doubt to embarrass 
the East India Company’s agents, with the ultimate view of compelling 
Her Majesty’s Government to entrust the carriage of its mails to the 
Pasha of Egypt. The delay occasioned by this change has not I believe 
exceeded three or four hours ; and when our new arrangements are com¬ 
pleted, the mail will be tracked by men from Atfeh to Alexandria quite as 
quickly and with more security tiian it would be by horses. 

In 1838 the Honourable East India Company proposed sending out 
two steamers for the packet service on the Nile; an offer of which Colonel 
Campbell did not avail himself. The outward mails at that time were not 
more than an eighth of their present bulk. Considering the difficulties 
which must at all times attend the carriage of a large mail by land from 
Alexandria to Cairo, and the delavs which maybe incurred during the 
period of inundation, I cannot but think that it would be highly desirable 
to have at least one steamer on the Nile at the disposal of the East India 
Company’s agency ; the more so as 1 have every reason to suppose that 
the working expenses ol such a vessel would not materially exceed the 
present charges of land-carriage for the outward bi-monthly mail. 

1 agree most perfectly with the packet agent at Alexandria, as to the 
necessity ol keeping the mails entirely distinct from every other kind of 
carriage through this count'). It is to this entire separation that I in a 
great measure attribute the remarkable freedom from accidents which has 
fortunately attended the overland packet service; an exemption from mis¬ 
carriage which has not been shared b\- anv other department of transit in 
Egvpt. 

I have, See. 

(Signed; ALFRED S. WALNE. 
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No. 35. 

The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 

May 5.) 

(No. 21.) 

My Lord, Cairo, April 19, 1847. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 9, bearing- date the 25th of March last. 

In conformity with the instructions therein contained 1 have 
addressed a letter to the Pasha, a copy of which I herewith transmit to 
your Lordship. 

I have likewise caused a Turkish translation of my letter as well as 
of Mr. Levick’s complaint against the Transit Administration, to he 
prepared by the dragoman of the Consulate and to be delivered to his 
Highness. 

I hope by the next mail to be able to forward to your Lordship his 
Highness’ reply. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 


Inclosure in No. 35. 

The Honourable C. A. Murray to Mehemet Ali. 

Altesse, he Caire, 19 Avril, 1847. 

SELON les instructions epic j’ai revues du Vicomtc Palmerston, 
Ministre dcs Affaires Etrangercs de Sa Majeste Britanniquc, j’ai rhonneur 
de presenter a votre Altesse la copie ei-ineluse d’un memoire envoye 
dernierement an Gouverncment de Sa Majeste, de la part de Mr. Levick, 
sujet Anglais residant an Cairo, dans lequel cclui-ci so plaint de la 
maniere dont il a etc traite par I’Administration du Transit Egypt ion. 

Je suis charge par Lord Palmerston de soumettrc il la consideration 
de votre Altesse l’injustice du procede dont Mr. Levick se plaint, tin 
proceed (dit Milord) cpii met cn evidence de la part des ofliciers de {’admi¬ 
nistration cxccutrice de votre Altesse, une disposition d’exdure les sujets 
Britanniques d’une competition egalc, et de donner line preference stir 
cux a des etrangers d’autre pays. 

Je suis charge aussi de laire savoir a votre Altesse que 1’csprit qui sir 
montre dans les actes de l’Administration Rgyptienne a cause tin \if 
regret au Gouverncment de Sa Majeste Rritanniquc, ui (pic eela tend 
necessaircment vers une position entre les deux Gouverncmens, laquelle 
sera ti es desagreable au Gouverncment de Sa Majeste. 

Milord Palmerston me charge d’ajouter que, quoique rien ne puisse 
6tre plus amical que le langage do votre Altesse, et les assurances de 
bicnvcillance donnees par elle-meme dans toutes ses communications avee 
le Gouverncment Anglais, les precedes de l’Administration de \otre Altesse 
envers les sujets et les interets Anglais on Egypte n’ont pas toujours le 
mfime caractcre, et que si les odiciers du Gouverncment Egypt ion ne 
temoignent pas dans lours actes envers les sujets Anglais le meinc esprit 
d’amitie dont votre Altesse cst animee, la maniere (I’agir du Gouverne- 
ment de Sa Majeste Rritanniquc sera necessaircment reglee plutot par 
les actes de rAdministration Eg) ptienne (pie par la disposition bienvcil- 
lante de votre Altesse. 

Ayant ainsi rempli moil devoir en faisant part i\ votre Altesse des 
instructions (pie j’ai revues de mon Gouverncment, je prie votre Altesse de 
vouloir hien agreer, &e. 

(Signe) CH. A. MURRAY. 


r 
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No. 36. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Foreign Office , May 19, 1847. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a 
copy of a despatch* and of its inclosure received from Her Majesty’s 
Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, containing suggestions for the 
improvement ol the arrangements lor the transport ot the Indian mails 

through that country. 

I am, &.c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 37. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the India Board. 

gj r> Foreign Office, May 19, 1847. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you for the 
information of the President of the Board of Controul, a copy of a 
despatch* and of its inclosure received from Her Majesty's Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt, containing suggestions for the improvement of 
the arrangements for the transport of the Indian mails through that 
country. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) II. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 38. 

The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 

May 23) 

(No. 24.) 

My Lord, Cairo , April 30, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that on the 21st 
instant the Pasha left Cairo for Alexandria. 

On the morning of his departure l paid a visit to his Highness in 
order to press him for a definit ive answer to the application concerning the 
free passage of travellers between Cairo and Suez, which I had made in 
obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch. 

I had several times discussed this subject with lbs Highness and 
always found him clinging obstinately to the monopoly of his transit, 
and seeking various pretexts for evading a demand of which the justice is 
undeniable. On this occasion, however, his Highness finding that l 
insisted on a reply, and that he could not give one in the negative, autho¬ 
rized Ivhosrew Be\, his dragoman, to assure me that he had given orders 
to the effect that muleteers and camel-drivers hiring out their animals for 
the conveyance of travellers between this place and Suo-/, should no more 
be molested nor punished for so doing; and 1 trust that this assurance, 
however reluctantly given, will prevent my having occasion to trouble 
\our Lordship with any further complaints on the subject. 

During this same interview' 1 inquired whether his Highness was 
prepared to give me a reply to the letter which 1 had delivered to him on 
the 19th of April, a copy of which w'us .sent to your Lordship in mv 
despatch No. 21 of that date. It was evident to me from his Highness’s 
manner, that the letter in question had moved and excited him consider¬ 
able. and he told me that 1 should have a reply to it in writing. Mean¬ 
while his Highness complained to me that 1 had evinced a want of 
diplomatic courtesy, and had acted towards him an unfriendly part, in 
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forwarding Mr. Levick’s memorial to my Government without first 
appealing to him for redress; to which l replied by assuring his Highness 
that I was anxiously desirous of maintaining and cementing the friendly 
relations between himself and Her Majesty’s Government, and that in ail 
cases wherein his Highness had the power to redress a grievance, or to 
alter any objectionable regulation, he would always find me and had 
always found me ready to apply personally to himself, and to discuss the 
subject with him before writing to my Government concerning it; but 1 
reminded his Highness that in the present instance I could have no 
opportunity of doing so, as it would have been a most indecorous and 
irregular proceeding for a Consul-General to have interfered beforehand 
in such a matter as a victualling-contract advertised for public compe¬ 
tition. When the affair was settled by the rejection of the tenders of the 
English competitors in favour of that of a Frenchman which was con¬ 
siderably higher in amount, I never could know of the injustice till it was 
done, and not only done but beyond his Highness’ power to redress, 
inasmuch as it embraced a contract signed and binding for a twelve- 
month ; so that when Mr. Levick presented his memorial it only remained 
for me to consider whether it was founded on just grounds, and finding 
that it was so, had 1 refused to forward it my Government, tlie first notice 
that your Lordship would have received of the event and of the treat¬ 
ment therein experienced by the English competitors, would have been in 
the columns of the public newspapers, to which the complainant was pre¬ 
pared to appeal forthwith had l acted otherwise than l did. 

I know not whether the Pasha was satisfied by this explanation, but 
1 feel confident that your Lordship will approve both the course of con¬ 
duct which 1 pursued, and the motives by which it was dictated, it was 
highly desirable that his Highness should be made to know that the e\e 
of Her Majesty’s Government was watching the proceedings of his 
Administration in regard to British subjects and interests in Egypt, and 
although the case of Mr. Levick could not be said to be of great public 
importance, still it was one of such palpable injustice, that a better oppor¬ 
tunity could scarcely have occurred for suggesting to his Highness some 
such admonitions as were contained in your Lordship’s despatch. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ClI. A. MURRAY. 


No. 30. 


The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 

May 23.) 

(No. 25.) 

My Lord, Cairo, May 3, 1847. 

IT cannot be unknown to your Lordship that various projects for the 
junction of the Red Sea and the Mediterranean by means of a ship canal 
through the Isthmus of Suez, have been from time to time discussed, but 
so long as they wore the form of indefinite schemes unlikclv to be realized, or 
even attempted, I did not think it necessary to bring the subject under your 
Lordship’s notice; now however that a plan has been formed, purporting 
to be complete in all its details, and that it has been favourably received 
by the Egyptian Government, l think it my duty to give your Lordship 
such information as I can collect concerning it, inasmuch as the project, 
if it should prove feasible, would doubtless more materially ahect the 
commercial and political interests of Great Britain in tin* East, than any 
other change which scientific enterprise could effect in the physical 
structure of the earth. 

The plan under consideration has been proposed by M. Linant, a 
French officer, who has superintended the construction of all the canal: , 
bridges and aqueducts which the Pasha has made in Egypt, and who is 
certainly one of the most practical and experienced engineers in his 
Highness’ service. 1 will not attempt in this despatch to explain to )our 
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Lordship the means by which M. Linant proposes to overcome the many 
difficulties which are presented by the dangerous nature of the Mediter¬ 
ranean coast, or by the different altitude of the two seas, as all these are 
to be made the subject of scientific examination by several distinguished 
European engineers, whose report will, when it appears, give your Lord- 
ship the fullest and most exact information on the subject. The method 
at present pursued is, so far as I can learn, that M. Linant’s plans have 
been submitted to three eminent engineers, one in France, one in Austria, 
and one in England, each of whom has undertaken to send persons well 
qualified to make all the necessary surveys and measurements on the 
spot, the expenses of which preliminary investigation are borne by a 
central voluntary subscription established at Paris. I have not heard 
that the Governments either of Franco or Austria have interfered 
directly in the undertaking, but there is no doubt that it is countenanced 
by both, especially by the latter; it appears, accordingly, that the 
Austrian engineer (the only one of the three who is as yet arrived) has 
been furnished with the strongest letters of recommendation from Vienna, 
and the Pasha hits placed a brig of war at the disposal of himself and his 
assistants, to enable them to commence their survey of the proposed 
embouchure of the canal on the Mediterranean coast; this latter part of 
the dut\ having been assigned to the Austrian Engineer by the Com¬ 
mittee, while it is understood that the land surveys are to be the depart¬ 
ment of the Frendu and the embouchure at Suez with the adjoining coast, 
to be that of the English engineer. In the present nd\anced state of 
science 1 dare not take it upon myself to assure your Lordship that the 
undertaking is as impracticable as it would have been considered some 
\ears ago, and as if must, if successful, exercise so vast an influence over 
our Indian interests. I am anxious to submit it to your Lordship’s con¬ 
sideration, in order that l may be possessed of the view's entertained by 
Her Majesty’s Go\eminent on the subject, and also that 1 may be in¬ 
structed w h,ether 1 am to make any communication concerning it to the 
Egyptian Government. 

I am induced to believe that the project of fortifying Suez, mentioned 
in mv despatch No. 22. of Hie 20th instant, to your Lordship, cannot be in 
immediate contemplation, from the circumstance that Gallice Bey, the 
officer under w hose direction the fortifications would be made, has asked 
and obtained leave of absence, for his health, during the ensuing summer. 

1 have, &c. 


(Signed) 


CI1. A. MURRAY. 


No. 40. 

77/e Honourable C. A Murray to Mr. Hammond.—(Received May 23.) 
(Private.) 

My dear Sir, Cairo, May 8, 1847. 

YOU ask me in your note of the 20th April, which 1 have this instant 
receiud. to .semi vou olliciallv mv authoritv for having stated that a 

• • * v ' # o 

“ finnan had been granted in favour of Austrian navigation on the Nile” 
(in mv desj ateh No. 15), or else to give you the date of that document; 
if you refer to the '•aid despatch vou will sec that I did not therein 
mention specifically the name of the Nile; 1 stated that it was set forth 
{< in the (ith Article of the Treatv made between Austria and Turkey, 
21th of February, 1784, that it shall be permitted to Andrian subjects 
and merchants to navigate commercially under their own flag with their 
own ships and sailors, from the rivers to the sea and from the sea up 
the rivers,” &c„ and I inferred that this privilege was applicable to 
the Nile, not only because Egypt was part of the Ottoman dominions, 
but because the firman ordering the execution of the Sultan’s decree was 
addressed to the Governor of Egypt, as to the Governors of all the other 
Turkish provinces. The book from which l quoted is now before me, and 
is entitled “ Raceolta dei Trattati e delle Principalo Convenzioni concer- 








nenti il Commercio e la Navigazionc dei Sudditi Austriaci negli Stati 
della Porta Ottomana.” I think myself justified in considering - it official, 
as it is published at the “ Stamperia di Corte e di Stato,” Vienna, 1844, 
and bears the arms of Austria on the title-page; it is printed in German 
and Italian, and I presume that you must have it in the Foreign Office 
Library: the Sultan’s Decice is entitled “ Sinedo della Porta Ottomana,” 
and it is dated as above mentioned; on looking at the end of it you will 
see a list of the firmans notifying - it to the different Pashas and Governors, 
and among others, “A1 Comandanti Cadi Scheick, e altri dei piu cospicui 
Beghi d’Egitto.” As I cannot well found an official despatch on a para¬ 
graph in vour private letter, if Lord Palmerston desires any more explicit 
information on this subject perhaps he will instruct me to that effect; 
meanwhile I may add that I have good reason to believe that the Austrian’ 
Government considers the right of its subjects to navigate the Nile to be 
undoubted, and is prepared to support them in that right, whenever a 
favourable opportunity for its exercise may occur. ^ 

Excuse this hasty note, as 1 have only just time to save the mail 
and believe me, &c., 

(Signed) CII. A. MURRAY. 


No. 41. 

Mr. Trevelyan to Mr. Addington. 

Treasury Chambers, May 25, 1847. 

WITH reference to your letter and its inelosnres of the 19th instant, 
I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty s Treasury 
to acquaint you for the information of Viscount Palmerston, that m‘v 
Lords have inquired through the medium of the Board of'Control, whether 
the Court of Directors of the East India Company propose to take anv 
m easy res for the more safe and speedy transit of the mails between Cairo 
and Suez. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN. 


No. 42. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Honourable C. A. Murray. 

(No. 16.) 

Foreign Office, May 27, 1847. 

1 HAVE received your despatches to No. 28 of the 8th instant 
inclusive. 

With reference to your despatch No. 24 I ha\e to acquaint you that 
I approve of the language which, as reported in that despatch, \ou held 
to Mehemet A1 i on the 21st ultimo on certain points connected with the 
passage of travellers between Cairo and Suez, which \ou had been in- 
struted to bring under his notice. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 4.3. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Honourable V. A. Murray. 

(No. 17.) 

s <0 Foreign Office, May 27, 1847. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No. 25 of the 3rd instant, relative to 
the plan supposed to be in contemplation, of connecting the Mediterranean 
and Red Sea by means of a canal of sufficient size to admit sea-going vessels 
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It is difficult to form an accurate judgment as to the practicability of 
making this canal, or to foresee with certainty the effects which such a 
communication between the Mediterranean and Red Sea, if completed, 
would produce upon the commercial and political interests of Great 
Britain ; and in this state of things the most prudent course for you to 
pursue is to remain entirely passive on the subject, and to say that you 
have no instructions from your Government either to support or to oppose 
it; but that in the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government the commercial 
advantages to be derived from the canal, even supposing that it should be 
possible to make it, would be attained nearly as well and at a much less 
cost of time and money by a railway across the Desert from the Nile to 
the Red Sea. 

The expense of completing such an undertaking as the proposed 
canal would certainly be very great, and the natural difficulties to be over¬ 
come are formidable. 

A harbour w ould be necessary on the Mediterranean end of the canal, 
and from the shallowness of the sea on that part of the coast, artificial 
works of great extent would be requisite to afford shelter, and any 
harbour so formed would have a tendency to fill up. 

The ground through which the canal would have to be cut, is said in 
many parts to be full of quicksands, and the canal when made would be 
liable to be filled with blowing sand. 

It would be morcoxcr very cx|>ensivc to victual and cover the work¬ 
men when employed on the excavation through a desert country. But it 
would be a bold thing to affirm that all these difficulties may not be over¬ 
come by the skill of modern engineers, if sufficient funds are applicable to 
the purpose. 

The Austrian Government is favourable to the scheme, because they 
think that if the commerce of India and China could be brought by the 
Red Sea and the Mediterranean, instead of going round the Cape, Trieste 
would become a great emporium for the commerce between Asia and 
Europe. 

But any new arrangement which could facilitate commerce in general, 
and which could shorten communications and cheapen transport, would 
necessarily be advantageous to England, the greatest commercial country 
of the world. 

The French Government is anxious for the execution of this scheme, 
because they see in its completion a great many military and naval 
facilities and advantages, inasmuch as it would place them as a military 
and naval Power in the Mediterranean much nearer to India than England 
would be; and with reference to warlike operations in the Levant, in the 
Red Sea, in the Persian Gulf, and in the Indian Ocean, no doubt the 
French consider that a canal through which their war-steamers could 
pass, either with or without troops, would be to them an important 
acquisition. 

The French may however overrate the political advantage they would 
therein - gain, and that advantage might be spared by England, and if 
England was superior at sea, she might jiossibly profit by the canal to 
a greater degree than France might be able to do. 

On the whole, therefore, ller Majesty’s Government do not wish to 
oppose the canal absolutely, but would greatly prefer the railway ; and 
the reasons which would make Her Majesty’s Government prefer the 
railway would also render that channel of communication better for the 
interests of the Pasha. 

I am, &,c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON, 
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No. 44. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Cowley. 

(No. 162) • 

My Lord, Foreign Office , May 27, 1847. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your Lordship’s 
despatches to No. 158, of the 5th instant inclusive. 

I inclose for your Lordship’s information a copy of a despatch* which 
I have addressed to Mr. Murray on the subject of the ship canal which it 
is proposed to make between the Mediterranean and the Red Sea. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 45. 


The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 

June 23.) 

(No. 32.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, June 6, 1847. 

IN obedience to your Lordship’s despatch No. 12, bearing date April 21, 
1847, directing me to report in the fullest detail the system of transit of 
letters, passengers, and merchandize through Egypt, and also to state in 
what respect it differs from that which it has superseded, and of what 
improvements it is susceptible ; I have the honour to lay before you an 
abstract of the information required; and although I have endeavoured to 
condense it as much as possible, the subject, embracing as it does the past, 
the present, and the future, is so extensive in its scope, and a fleets so many 
and important interests, that I find myself unable to obey your Lord¬ 
ship’s instructions without trespassing at unusual length on your time 
and attention. 

Seeing that Mr. Walnc, Her Majesty’s Consul at Cairo, has been 
long resident in this country, and that both in his official capacity, 
and as agent for the Honourable East India Company, he has been 
rendered constantly familiar with every branch of the Transit system, 1 
thought it better to call upon him for a full report thereon, in order that 
your Lordship might have an opportunity of comparing his opinions and 
the result of his experience with the information which l might be able to 
collect from other sources. This report I have the honour to inclose. 
The facts therein narrated seem to me to be stated with sufficient clearness 
and accuracy; with respect to his suggestions of improvement I shall 
notice them when I come to that branch of the subject. 

Taking Mr. Wnine’s report as a fair outline of the history of the 
Transit, the following observations naturally suggest themselves. 

1st. That the several parties who undertook its management before it 
fell into the Pasha’s hands, possessed neither the capital, resources, nor 
system of organization requisite for its successful development, and that 
they all, more or less, endeavoured for their own private interests to secure 
that monopoly of transit, against which now that it is in the hands of the 
Pasha all are ready to exclaim; and it was English commercial specu¬ 
lators who thus forged for him the arms which he now/ wishes to turn 
against English freedom or commerce. 

It must not however be forgotten that a monopoly, which is not only 
harmless, but the natural condition in the infancy of an undertaking, may 
become an evil and a grievance when the same underfaking is so far 
extended as to be an object of national interest. That such is the ease 
with the transit through Egypt, a glance at the following figures will 
show: 
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it is supposed that the number of passengers in the year 1846-47 has 
exceeded 3000, and the conveyance of parcels and light goods has during 
the same period increased in a ratio beyond that of the passengers. 

2nd. The station-houses in the Desert having been originally built 
by the Bombay Steam Committee in 1838, with the Pasha’s permission, 
extending over a period of ten years, wdth an engagement on the part of 
his Highness to renew the grant at the expiration of that term on the 
applicaiion of Her Majesty’s Consul-General, an important question now 
requires early and serious consideration, namely, w hether it is the inten¬ 
tion of tlm Bombay Steam Committee to maintain the rights established 
by the above agreement, and to apply, with the support of Her Majesty’s 
Government, for a removal of the grant which w ill expire in June 1848. 
The station-houses are at present in the possession of the Pasha, who 
obtain'd them, together with all the rest of the transit machinery, from 
Mr. Thurburn w'hcn he obliged the latter to transfer to him the whole 
of the Transit stock and material. But Mr. Thurburn still holds the 
lease from the Bombay Steam Committee, and considers himself entitled 
to a share of the profits arising from the stations in respect to which he 
made a reservation in a letter wherein he agreed to make over the 
remainder of the property to the Viceroy. 

This question of the Desert stations, although apparently insignificant, 
as touching only a few ordinary bungalows, is in fact extremely important, 
inasmuch as it is connected with the monopoly of the transit, and with 
the establishment of a British footing on the soil of the Desert. It would 
occupy too much of your Lordship's time were 1 to allude here to the 
numerous despatches sent from this Consulate concerning these stations; 

1 will therefore content myself with referring your Lordship to a despatch 
addressed to my predecessor from the Foreign Office, marked No. 6, and 
dated April 5, 1815, from which your Lordship will sec that it was then 
considered most important, both on political and commercial grounds, that 
the said stations should not be sold or surrendered to the Pasha. 

Under these circumstances 1 would respectfully suggest that Her 
Majesty's Go\eminent should lose no time in communicating with the 
Directors of the Honourable East India Company as to the course which 
it may be advisable for the Bombay Steam Committee to pursue in regard 
to this property on the expiration of the present term of tenure, in June 
1818, for the question is one of peculiar difficulty and delicacy, inasmuch 
as the Pasha, although under engagement to renew the grant, if officially 
required to do so, is himself the actual occupant, and as it were the lessee 
of the premises. 

3rd. It is impossible to quit the subject of the present condition of 
the Transit w ithout touching upon the question of monopoly which it has 
been the Pasha’s object to attain, and which he is determined if possible 
to maintain. It is a question of great difficulty, because the arrange¬ 
ments now'existing ha\e arisen rather from permission and usage, than 
from treaty or convention. This is also the case with respect to the tariff 
of exports and imports, to the jurisdiction of the Consular Courts in Egypt, 
and to various other matters in which wo enjoy privileges established by 
usage, but unrecognized by treaty, and which if mooted in a regular 
official correspondence with the Egyptian Government, we might find 
it difficult to preserve. Your Lordship will perceive that the Pasha, 
follow ing the suggestion of Mr. Anderson of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company, agreed to allow'goods not destined for consumption in Egypt, to 
passthrough his country on payment of a transit duty of one-half per 
cent.; and it has frequently happened since the formation of that arrange¬ 
ment that the means at the disposal of the Transit Company were not 
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sufficient for the conveyance of the merchandize in transitu; wherefore 
the merchants to whom it was consigned were allowed to convey it from 
Suez to Alexandria, or vice versd, on camels, boats, or any other means 
of transport that could be found available, on payment of the same duty 
of half per cent. Now, however, that the Pasha lias got the Desert 
stations, the steamers, and the whole machinery of the Transit Establish¬ 
ment into his own hands, lie maintains that the agreement respecting a 
transit duty of half per cent, extended only to those goods which should 
be conveyed by the Transit Administration; and he claims for all mer¬ 
chandize passing through his country by any other means of transport 
the duty of 3 per cent., as fixed by the concluding clause of our Commer¬ 
cial Convention with the Porte in 1838. This claim has been repeatedly 
made, and repeatedly resisted by the European merchants, through the 
intervention of their Consulates; but the Egyptian Government seem so 
determined to press it, that I fear we shall be compelled ere long to insist 
on a new Transit Convention applicable to all merchandize, by whatever 
means it may be conveyed. Your Lordship is doubtless well aware, from 
the correspondence between the Embassy at the Porte and the Foreign 
Office, that the duty of 3 per cent, specified in the before-mentioned Con¬ 
vention of Balta-Liman was levied chielly with reference to the codec and 
other produce of Arabia, and did not then regard Egypt as the great 
Indo-European thoroughfare which it has since become; neither can 
there be any doubt that a transit duty of 3 per cent, ad valorem le\ ied on 
the light and costly Indian goods, would amount to a prohibition of the 
Egyptian Route. 

Closely connected with this question is one which I have before 
brought before your Lordship's notice, namely, that of our right to navi¬ 
gate the Nile in our own vessels and under our own Hag ; and l beg 
strongly to urge your Lordship’s serious attention to it, as being* the most 
important point in all our political and commercial relations with this 
country. I am well aware of the extreme difficulty of the question ; nay, 
more, that if propounded in the abstract to the .Judge of the Admiralty 
Court, it would probably be negatived ; nevertheless I would venture to 
press upon your Lordship the force of the following arguments. It is a 
privilege long enjoyed and exercised by other Europeans here, and which 
might have been exercised in a similar manner by ourselves had we not 
made the grievous error of asking it as a favour on one occasion, and 
acquiescing in its refusal on another. The authority of Prince Metternieh 
is not without weight in a question of international law; and 1 have every 
reason to believe that the Austrian Cabinet considers the right of its 
subjects to navigate the Nile under their own (lag as being clearly esta¬ 
blished by the Ottoman Soiled of 1781, referred to in my despatch No. 15 
of March 17, 1847, and that they arc determined to maintain that right 
whenever called upon by the interests of their commerce to do so. This 
milch at least l am prepared to state, that in 1811 the Pasha issued a 
notice, one clause of which prohibited the na\igation of the Nik' to Euro¬ 
peans vessels under their own flag, and that the Austrian Consul-General 
formally protested against it as being contrary to their treaty. He 
forwarded a copy of his protest to Baron Stunner, the Austrian \mbassa- 
dor at the Porte, by whom it was not only approved and confirmed, but 
ho was instructed in reply to maintain the privilege of the Austrian flag 
in all its integrity and at all risks. 

1 am informed at the Austrian Consulate, that Austrian vessels under 
their own flag are now plying between Damietta and Boulac ''the latter 
being the port of Cairo). Moreover 1 may be permitted to remind your 
Lordship that this question, which would be of secondary importance in 
such a country as England, is a \italone in Egypt from this circumstance, 
that, here there arc no railroads nor practicable highways,—the Nile is 
the only available channel of transport; and if the Pasha can once esta¬ 
blish his monopoly of its navigation, the commerce of Europe, so far as 
regards Egypt, must be almost at his mercy. 1 trust that the exceeding 
importance of this subject will plead my excuse with your Lordship for 
introducing it into a despatch purporting to convey a full view- of the 
Transit Question. 

4thly. In respect to the Tariff of Prices, the accompanying printed 


paper will put your Lordship in possession of the requisite information. 
The prices are doubtless high, but they have been considerably reduced t 
and making allowance for the expenses lately incurred in extending and 
improving the whole machinery. I do not think that it would be reasonable 
at present to complain of them, or demand their further reduction. 

In reply to your Lordship’s inquiry as to the improvements of which 
the present system is capable, they resolve themselves naturally into two 
distinct branches, namely, those which might be introduced by competi¬ 
tion and the abolition of the Pasha’s monopoly, and those of which the 
present Transit Administration is capable. I shall confine my observa¬ 
tions to the latter branch, as the former can only become practically 
applicable when the important political question referred to above shail 
be definitively settled. 

In reference to Mr. Wnine’s suggestion, that the Transit Adminis¬ 
tration may ere long be made over to some mercantile contractor, I do 
not think that such an event is probable. The Pasha is much more 
greedy of power than he is of money ; and I am of opinion that he would 
rather maintain his immediate authority over the present establishment at 
a loss, than give it out of his own hands, even although he were to gain a 
considerable revenue bv so doing. 

Although l do not now touch upon the details of the conveyance of 
Her Majesty’s mail through Egypt, having reported fully upon that sub¬ 
ject in my late despatch No. 20 of April 17, 1847, 1 would suggest to your 
Lordship how extremely desirable it is that the Indian mails should be 
accompanied (as through France) from Alexandria to Suez, and vice 
versa, by some responsible officer of the Government or of the East India 
Company, instead of being left as they now are solclv to the charge of 
Turkish or Arab janissaries; the latter should not be discontinued, but 
the presence of an English postal officer would add very much to the 
safety of this most important mail. 

For a similar reason it should be urged upon the Transit Administra¬ 
tion to appoint some European of character and authority to travel with 
the passengers, to a'lbrd them such information as the\ might require, to 
receive their complaints, and to .superintend the proper working of each 
department. 'This branch of the service is at present miserably performed, 
although the superintending officers of the establishment in’ Alexandria 
and Cairo are obliging, respectable, and well qualified tor their respective 
situations. 

The greatest defect in the detail of the present system of transit con¬ 
veyance is perhaps the loss o( time in changing horses at the desert 
stations. 'The journey from Cairo to Suez which now generally occupies 
twenty-lour hours, might easily be performed in twelve, but owing to the 
want o! soffit Sent changes of harness, and the laziness of the Arab grooms, 
there is actually more time occupied in changing horses than in perform- 
ing the journey. Y\ ere the arrangements in this respect put upon a 
proper looting, and were the Administration urged to place a more 
respectable class ol sonants on board their Nile steamers, 1 am of opinion 
that the present system, so far as its details are concerned, would be 
tolerably satisfactory to the Indo-European travellers. But the machinery 
must be extended propoi tionately to the increasing demand, or complaints 
will doubtles-. continue to be as frequent as they ha\o hitherto been. 

It becomes my duly in conclusion, to reply to the closing paragraph 
of your Lordship’s despatch, in which you desire my opinion whether 
“ such impro\ement as could not be demanded as a matter of right, could 
be granted to Great Britain by firman from the Sultan, consistently with 
the relations existing between the Sultan and the Pasha.” 

II this question be propounded as an abstract question of right, there 
can be no doubt that it must be answered in the affirmative. Your 
Lordship is aware that in form at least the Pasha constantly acknow¬ 
ledges the validity of a firman, every time that he receives a new Consul- 
General hcie w ith an exequatur from the Porte, or a Cadi from Constan¬ 
tinople to preside over the local courts of justice in Egypt. Again, if 
the question be propounded as one of necessity, there can be no doubt 
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that the Pasha would obey any firman from the Sultan, backed by the 
authority of the British Government, unless it were to involve points vital 
to his dominion, and in contending 1 for which he would be supported by 
some of the other great European Powers. But if the question be one of 
policy, t would respectfully suggest to your Lordship that every means 
of direct communication with the Viceroy should be tried before forcing 
a measure upon him through a firman from the Porte; for this reason, that 
I do not think him intractable in negotiation if it is properly conducted, 
whereas he is most jealous of any measure that can bring his actual 
independence into contrast with his nominal vasalage, and whatever 
measure were so forced upon him he would not openly refuse to obey, but 
he would find a thousand ways to evade and thwart its operation. And 
moreover as the greater part of the produce of Egypt is in the hands of 
himself, his sons, and his immediate creatures, he would be able, without 
committing any overt act of hostility or injustice, to injure if not to 
destroy the business of every English mercantile house established in this 
country. 

(Signed) haAt ' & cil. A. MURRAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 45. 

Consul Walne's Report on the past and present stale of the Transit 

through Egypt. 

THOUGH the overland communication may be said to date from 
183G, it was not till 1838 that it assumed any regularity. Monthly 
steamers had been established between England and Alexandria, and Suez 
and Bombay, and the consequent influx of travellers had induced parties 
in Cairo to establish agencies that undertook the transit of passengers 
with such means as the country then offered, i.e., sailing-boats between 
Alexandria and Cairo, and dromedaries, camels, and donkeys, between the 
latter place and Suez. 

The want of station-houses in the Desert was soon felt, and it was at 
my suggestion communicated through an influential member of the 
Bombay Government, that the Steam Committee was induced to vote a 
sum for the construction of bungalows. With the consent of the Pasha, 
granted for a limited term of years, seven were built on the road to 
Suez. Unfortunately, the gentleman who came to Egypt charged w ith 
the necessary powers from the Committee, did not sufficiently appreciate 
the necessity of placing these stations under separate and independent 
control, leaving them to be used bv all travellers proceeding to and from 
India, and by giving their exclusive possession to one house of agenev, 
that of Hill and Raven, laid the foundation of a monopoly in passenger- 
transit which under different titles has existed to the present time. Vans 
and relays of horses were established for the Desert, and the transit of 
passengers continued to develope itself, though the means of Hill and C’o. 
were at all times insufficient to meet the demands of a rapidly increasing 
service. 

In 1840 a small steamer, the “Jack o’Lantern,’' was built in the 
country, and for some time plied on the river, tending to improve the 
facilities of communication between Alexandria and Cairo; and in 1811, 
when Mr. Waghorn had been obliged to give up his passenger agency, and 
coalesce with Hill and Co., an iron steam-boat, the “ Little Nile, 5, was 
brought out, whilst track-boats were established on the canal. 

In 1841 and 1842, with the express consent of Mehcmet Ali, the 
Peninsular and Oriental Company established two steamers on tin* Nile, 
the “Lotus” and the “Cairo,” with corresponding track-boats on the 
canal. Subsequently, permission was obtained from the Pasha to put on 
the Mahmoudieh a small tug with patent propeller. 

A Company had a few r )ears earlier been formed at Alexandria, for 
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tracking by horses the boats on the canal, but the speculation having 
proved unsuccessful, the establishment of horses was disposed of in 1842, 
and purchased by Hill and Co. 

The Peninsular and Oriental Company had expressed its intention of 
either directly or indirectly taking an active part in the transit, as well 
by land as by water, and with this view sent out a number of carriages 
and horses, none of which were ever regularly employed in the service 
proposed. An arrangement between that company and Hill and Co. was 
for some time the subject of debate; and had the proposed contract 
between them been concluded, the transit would probably be still in the 
hands of an English establishment. 

In March, 1843, Mr. Thurburn borrowed from his Highness the 
Pasha 20,000/. with which to undertake the transit, and Ilill and 
Co. being called on either to sell or to run the risk of being overpow¬ 
ered by an establishment avowedly under the immediate protection of the 
Government, disposed of their business and stock to Mr. Thurburn, who 
gave to this new agency the imposing title of “ Transit Company.” 

The effect of capital soon showed itself in the new establishment. 
The number of horses in the Desert was increased from 150 to 250, and in 
most respects the service was better conducted, but the fare was aug¬ 
mented from 12/. to 15/. From the first, however, there was a disposition 
on the part of the Cairo agent to monopolize every means of transit. 
Various attempts were made to intimidate the natives, and prevent them 
from taking passengers across the Desert by such means as the country 
offered, and the Consulate was constantly called upon to defend the inte¬ 
rest of such travellers as, not being pressed for time, chose to avail them¬ 
selves of other means than those afforded by the so-called Transit 
Company. Among other measures employed to prevent free transit was 
the doubling of the charges at the station-houses to all passengers who 
did not proceed by the Transit Company, and this imposition was carried 
so far that a single bed was charged for at the rate of 1/. la., exclusive of 
the admission fee; and that, be it observed, in houses built by public 


subscription. 

It had been supposed that the Pasha in lending 20,000/. to Mr. 
Thurburn for transit purposes, did so with the view of ultimately taking 
possession of the establishment. But it was not till after the passage of 
the Go\crnor-Gencral through Egypt in 1844, and the proposal of the 
British Government to make a Postal Convention, that the Egyptian 
authorities ventured to talk loudly of their interest in transit matters, 
openly to throw obstacles in the way of steam navigation on the Nile, 
and to claim an exclusive right to carriage transit in the Desert. 

The Peninsular and Oriental Company was forbidden to place a 
third steamer, the “ Delta,” on the Nile. Within two da)s of the Postal 
Convention being signed by Mr. Bourne, an order was issued by the 
Pasha to the effect that the Transit Company was alone permitted to 
take passengers to Suez, and that certain English agents and hotel- 
keepers who had previously been in the habit of sending over travellers, 
were no longer to engage in any business of the kind. At the same time 
a French agency, under the title of Leichet &i Co., which was on the 
point of establishing carriages to Suez at reduced fares, was put down 
with the full consent of the French authorities, who but a few months 
before were supposed to have sanctioned and patronized its establishment. 
A subsequent order, which has been only within a few' weeks superseded, 
forbad the natives from taking any passengers; and such unfortunate 
persons as neglected or were ignorant of this notification were basti¬ 
nadoed or imprisoned. 

In 1816 the Pasha finally dispossessed Mr. Thurburn of all controul 
in transit matters, made a compulsory purchase of the stock of the 
establishment, and took possession of the station-houses. 
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Company.” Since the assumption by the Government of the transit of 
passengers, many changes have been introduced. The stations have 
been doubled in number, the new buildings being stables for the purpose 
of shortening the stages. An attempt is now making to improve the 





toad to Suez, but there is every reason to suppose that the result will not 
be satisfactory. 

The Transit Administration, as at present constituted, lias its prin¬ 
cipal establishment in Cairo with agencies at Alexandria and Suez, the 
managers of these departments being:— 

Cairo - - Chief Director - - Abder Rahman Elfendi. 

Alexandria - Agent - - . Mr. R. Green. 

Suez - - Agent - - - Mr. C. Betts. 

The Cairo and Desert Establishment consists of about— 

5 European clerks, 

31 native coachmen, under an European, 

110 grooms, 

15 nazirs, 

45 other native servants, 

440 horses. 

46 vans. 

The Nile Establishment, seven steam-boats, consisting of— 

No. 1 - - “ Delta, ” 

2 - - Lotus,” 

4 - - “ Cairo,” 

“ Little Nile.” 

The Canal Establishment— 

3 steam-tugs, 

Track-boats. 

About sixty persons are employed on the canal and at Alexandria. 
Several of the steamers on both the river and canal are in very indif¬ 
ferent condition, but it is said that a new vessel similar to the “• Delta,” 
has just been ordered in England. 

The rates of fare are as published in the annexed Tariff. 

The charges in former times were as follows:— 



Ilill and Co. 

Transit 

Company. 

Other Agents. 


£ .s. d . 

£ s. rf. 

£ </. 

Alexandria to Cairo 

G5 

o 

o 

3 0 0 

• 

Cairo to Suez by carriages 

COO 

12 0 0 


„ by donkey-chairs . 

3 10 0 

• t • 

2 10 0 

„ bv donkeys 

„ by dromedaries .. 

1 10 0 

• 1 9 « 

• • • t 

• • • 

1 0 0 

0 10 0 

1 


The transit from Alexandria to Cairo is ordinarily effected in from 
thirty-six to forty-hours; the passage down in from twenty-two to thirty 
hours. The carriage transit from Cairo to Suez, or vice rerml, generally 
occupies twenty-four hours, but occasionally less. All the vans do not 
leave at once, blit start with an interval of several hours, and passengers 
in such numbers as arrive by the Calcutta steamers, cannot be trans¬ 
ferred from Suez to Boulae in less than forty hours, the time usually taken 
by the cargo and baggage, and which is in reality the measure of transit 
speed. 

The time occupied between the arrival of the steamer at Suez and 
departure from Boulae, is more frequently forty-eight hours. 

Previous to 1813, the transit of goods through Egypt was exceed¬ 
ingly limited, being confined principally to the transmission of such 
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parcels as were collected by Mr. Waghorn and other agents who had 
establishments for the purpose in England and India. The Peninsular 
and Oriental Company first gave development to this branch of business, 
which has gone on with annual increase to the present year. The fol¬ 
lowing lists will show the number of camels loaded with cargoes in the 
respective years:— 


1843 


- Camels 

50 

1844 

- 

* 

- 1,568 

1845 

• 


- 1,971 

1846 

- 

V 

- 2,563 


Since which the steamers have been sold, and the transit of goods 
transferred to the Government. 

The expense of carriage across the Desert by Bedouin carriers is for 
heavy goods about 36s. a-ton; and by native sailing-boats the carriage to 
Alexandria costs about 10s. a-ton. The transit charge for the whole 
distance is 8 1. For light goods the Government charges 14/., though they 
might be carried express for 41. 4s. According to an arrangement made 
with Mr. Anderson, the transit duty was fixed at one-half per cent, 
instead of the three per cent, prescribed by Treaty; but this diminution of 
duty serves the Government as a pretext for assuming to itself the entire 
transit of goods passing from Europe to India and vice versd. The 
Government having the monopoly of steamers on the Nile, merchants who 
require a quick transmission of their goods are necessarily obliged to 
resort to the Transit Administration. When, on the contrary, time is not 
of so much importance, and the merchant wishes to avail himself of the 
ordinary means of conveyance afforded by the country carriers, whether 
on the Desert or the Nile, the custom-house authorities offer obstacles 
tending to render the transmission by the Transit Administration indis¬ 
pensable. The authorities have on many occasions and, as 1 shall have 
occasion to report, very recently claimed the right to carry all goods 
declared to be in transit. 

The effect of this attempt of monopoly on the part of the Government 
is not only injurious to our merchants, who often pay in expenses of 
transit, charges far exceeding the 3 per cent, fixed by the Treaty of Balta 
Liman, but produces a very unfavourable impression upon the natives, 
particularly the Bedouins. With free transit the latter would share 
largely in the money left annually in the country by the overland commu¬ 
nication, and in the’event of any disturbance would, for their own personal 
interests, protect that communication . But under the forcible impress of 
the Egyptian Government, the Arabs now hold the transit in disgust, 
and will 1 have no doubt on the first favourable occasion, whenever the 
police of the country may be a little relaxed, retaliate for the oppression to 
which they are now subjected. For several years the Bedouins of the 
llowalat, Mount Sinai. T’ourabeen, ami other tribes have in great measure 
lived on the business of the East India and Peninsular and Oriental Com¬ 
panies’ agencies ; and whilst the Government has often been at a loss for 
the means of transport, these agencies have been amply supplied at a 
rate of hire less than that nominallv fixed by the Divan. In reality, how¬ 
ever, such is the peculation of the public servants, the Arabs do not 
receive more than half the sum that is charged to the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment ; and it is not therefore siuprising that their services arc only 
obtained by compulsion. It is ( bvious that the permanent security of the 
road to Sue/, would be best assured by a freedom of transit that should 
(‘liable the Bedouin to share directly and constantly in the advantages 
which Egv pt must necessarily derive from the overland communication. 

As to the improvements that might be introduced into the transit 
through Egv pt, I leave out altogt ther the detail of changes that require 
to be*introduced into the Government establishment, whether it be in 
horses, carriage.-,, harness, or roads. Whatever objections there may be 
to the Transit Administration as now constituted, it is in many respects 
preferable to the so-called Company which preceded it. Like most 
establishments of the Egyptian Government, its existence in an orderly 
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and working condition will probably not be of long duration, and nothing 
would be less surprising than that the transit should be transferred to 
such mercantile contractor as would offer to the Pasha an annual income 
larger than that which the Government at present receives. As much as 
18,000Z.a-year has I am credibly informed been already offered by a foreign 
house at Alexandria for the monopoly of the overland transit. The 
Government establishment, however, so long as it exists, may be a conve¬ 
nience to the public, provided that it be stimulated and controlled by oppo¬ 
sition. So long as the Pasha has exclusive possession of the stations, and 
can forbid stables being erected in the Desert, a transit by carriages must 
necessarily be a monopoly ; but there are other means available, indepen¬ 
dently of the stations, by which travellers might be taken across at a 
comparatively small charge. Dromedaries and donkeys have been, and 
may again be employed ; and carriage by mules and sedans might be 
effected at less than a third of the expense now incurred for horses 
and vans. 

It is considered by competent persons, that with suitable manage¬ 
ment half the present charges for transit would be sufficient. 

The desiderata in reference to transit matters appear to me to be— 

1. A recognition of free transit through the country, whether by 
European or native agencies. 

2. Free admission to the station-houses, whether the passengers 
proceed by the Government or by private conveyances. 

3. The navigation of the Nile by steam-boats if possible under Euro¬ 
pean flags; but if this cannot be effected consistently with existing 
treaties, then under the Ottoman flag, in the same way as is now practised 
with sailing-boats built in the country, being the recognized property of 
European residents as well as of natives. 

These advantages once secured and publicly made known, the rest 
might well be left to the enterprise of individuals, who would not fail in a 
short time to embark capital in an undertaking which as is generally 
considered would be highly remunerative. 

Cairo , May 29, 1847. 


(Signed) 


ALFRED S. WALNE. 
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Tariff of the Transit Administration. 

Departures from Alexandria. Departures from Cairo. 

Calcutta and Bombay transits, say 6th and 20th of each Calcutta and Bombay transits, say 6th and 19th of each 
month. month. 

Intermediate voyages, say 14th and 28th of each month. Intermediate voyages, say 16th and 26th of each month. 

Fihst Class. Second Class. Third Class. Fourth Class. Fifth Class. 


Ladies, Gentle¬ 
men, and 
Children above 
10 years old, 
in vans across 
the Desert. 


European 
Female 
Servants, 
in vans across 
the Desert. 


FARES. 


Children from 
5 to 10 years 
Indian or native 
Female Servants, 
European 
Men Servants, 
Mechanics, &c., 
in vans across 
the Desert. 


Children 
from 2 to 5 
j ears, 

in vans from 


Indian or native 
Male Servants, 
on dromedaries 
or donkeys, 


Suez to Cairo, across the Desert. 


- Sovs. Egyp. Prs. Sovs. Egyp. Prs. Sovs. Egvp. Prs. | Sovs. Eg) p. Prs. Sovs. Egyp. Prs. 

From Alexandria to Suez, and nee versa . 12 1170 00 10 973 00 8 780 6 585 00 4 390 00 

„ Cairo to Suez, and vice versa .. .. 9 877 20 73i 10 G 585 4^ 438 30 3 292 20 

„ Alexandria to Boulac, and vice versa 3 292 20 2% 243 30 2 195 1-J- 146 10 1 97 20 


Children under 2 years of age are free Allowed 2 cwt. 


of charge. 


!uggago. 


Allowed 1 cwt. lugggage. 


Passengers crossing the Desert on 
donkeys are charged— 

For one donkcv . . . . £3 lOv. 

For two „ .. .. 4 10 

For throe ,, & donkey-chair 6 0 


Light goods forwarded with passengers, and extra 
luggage, per 112 lbs.— 

From Alexandria to Suez, and vice versa 

„ Cairo to Suez, and vice versa 

„ Alexandria to Cairo, and rice versa 


Shillings. 

Egyp. Prs. 

14 

68 10 

8 

39 00 

6 

29 10 


In ca*e that all the seats in the \ans he taken by the gentlemen, ladies, children, and female servants, the Adminis¬ 
tration reserves to itself the right of sending the male European servants and mechanics by dromedaries or donkeys, 
pluirging only £3 instead of £4J. 

Gentlemen devious of crossing the Desert on dromedaries or donkeys will he charged <£3 10.v. instead of £9, but in 
this ca^e the Administration must have duo notice by the previous mail for travellers coining from India, and will not be 
answerable for their arriving in time for the steamer at Boulac. 

Passengers are furnished with three meals per diem during the time they are en route, free of charge, but their 
expenses at hotels must be defrayed by themselves, Jb also wines, beer, 8a\, during their entire transit. 

The Administration undertakes to carry merchandize from Alexandria to Suez, and vice versa, by steamers or 
sailing-boats, at the rate of 8 shillings, or 39 Egyptian piastres per cwt. 

Light goods forwarded express with the luggage of the passengers, will pay 14 shillings, or Egyptian piastres 
68 10 per cwt. 

Silver specie and jewels will pay -\ per cent., and gold -b per cent., on their value from Alexandria to Cairo, and vice 
versa; but silver groups under the value of 8000 piastres, and gold groups under 16,000 piastres, will not be received at 
a charge of less than 20 piastres 

Small parcels to pay Egyptian 10, 15, or 20 piastres, according to their size, from Alexandria to Cairo, and 
vice versa. 

The portmanteaus, trunks, carpet-bags, &c., of the passengers, must bear the name and destination of their owners, 
such inscription to he legible and well secured. 

On the arrival of each steamer the officer of the Administration will attend to receive the luggage of passengers. 

The Administration will not he responsible for any loss or damage of luggage nor for unavoidable detention. 

The Administration will at all times endeavour to employ the easiest means of conveyance, such as donkey-chairs, 
&c., for invalids and sick persons. 

Passengers should apply at the office of the Administration as early as possible to take their places and teeeive their 
transit tickets. 

Goods in transit pay l per cent, duty on declared value. 

Goods per intermediate boats— 

From Alexandria to Suez, per cwt. .. .. .. 39 piastres. 

Alexandria to Cairo „ .. .. .. 16J- „ 

Cairo to Suez „ .. .. ,. 224- „ 


ABDER-RAIIMAN ROUCHDY EFFENDI, 

Director. 


j 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 45. 


Return of the Camels employed by the Honourable East India Company’s Agency for the 

carriage of coals to Suez. 



No. -16. 


The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 23.) 
(No. 33.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, June 7, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a letter which I have this 
day received in reply to the representations which I made to the Pasha in obe¬ 
dience to the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 9, 
dated the 25th March, 1847. 

I regret being obliged to forward to your Lordship a paper which is rather 
a series of quibbles and untruths than a reply to my representation. The fact 
is, that the Egyptian Government, conscious of the gross partiality and injustice 
with which they had acted on this occasion, and feeling that they had no satis¬ 
factory explanation to give, were desirous of sending no answer at all, and it is 
only by insisting repeatedly on it that I have obtained the unsatisfactory docu¬ 
ment herewith inclosed. 

It is for your Lordship to determine whether you will permit the matter to 
rest here, in the hope that the reproof conveyed in your despatch above referred 
to, will prevent the recurrence of a similar subject of complaint. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 


Inclosure in No. 46. 


Artin Bey to the Honourable C. A. Murray. 

M. 1’Agent et Consul-General, Alcxavdrie, le 7 Juin, 1847. 

AINS1 que j’ai eu l’honneur de vous l’exposer dans l’entretien que j’ai eu 
avec vous, vous pouvez £tre assure que V Administration du Transit, clans la 
determination qu’elle a prise I’etrard de l’adjudieation cles vivres destines aux 
voyageurs, n’a ete guide que par l’intdrfit du service. 11 n’y a eu de sa part n\ 


^ri-Mcontinu& par M..-Coulomb, 

“ nST q "u“ "A voyageurs, i, a « juge plus 
‘ P,e une autre de m&ne 

re? IS pS TuZ rite, 

d’agir do ftid ministration* 

Jesaisis, &c. (Sign(i ) ARTIN BEY. 


No. 47. 

The Honourable C. A . Murray to Viscount Palmerston.-(Received June 29.) 

(No. 37) Alexandria , June 18, 1847. 

y HI AVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 

sSsSsSSs^arto 

construction in England. 

(Signed) * CH. A. MURRAY. 


No. 48. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Honourable C. A. Murray. 

^ Foreign Office, June 30, 1847. 

1 ^ r i jay|5 nciived your despatch No. 33 of the 7th ol June inclosing a 
, i .. . (• n , Artin Bev in reply to the representation which you were 

directed to'nlake to the Egyptian Government, respecting an undue preference 
twt m h subject in a contract for supplying passengers through 
lith provisions ; and 1 luue to acquaint you that I am ol opinion that 
this matter may he allowed to rest for the present as it is. 

i mil, vxt. 

(Signed) ' PALMERSTON. 


No. 49. 

Memorandum on certain points connected with Transit through Egypt. 


Station-Houses. 

MR MURRAY strongly recommends that an early decision should be come 
to on this point. They were built by the Bombay Steam Committee m lb38, 
“X apenmssim. from the Mm extending for ton years null, an engagement 
on Ins pint to renew at the expiration of that term, on tiro application oi the 
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British Consul-General. Mr. Tlmrburn subsequently held the station-houses on 
lease from the Bombay Company, and still holds the lease, though he has trans- 
erred the station-houses to the Pasha, who is the actual lessee. S The lease held 
by the Bombay Company expires in June 1848, before which time it must be 
determined whether the station-houses are to be surrendered to the Pasha. 

1 hey have already been made to assist in the monopoly of transit by a dou- 

b ® C Mr S Waln erS ° nS llSmg w 5° did not P roceed b V the Transit Company. 
Mi. AValne lecommends that free admission to the station-houses should 

conveyances passen ® els ’ whether tbe .Y Proceed by the Government or by private 

Monopoly of Transit. 

recoZo,rH OS "'n '' P 'T ', mnsitl ."' llet,lel ' or native agencies, is 

ccmsumn , ',, f ‘V" 0 a K rccl110 allow goods not destined for 

of on,“half o , if * thl ' 0Ush the countl 'y 0,1 payment of a transit duty 

0 ,' f 1 e . cen V rn Ho maintains that this agreement aptdied only to 
goods conveyed by tile 1 ransit Administration, and that goods otherwise con¬ 
veyed must pay the 3 per cent, fixed by the Convention of 1838. 


Navigation of the Nile. 

Mr. Murray states that it is of great importance that the right of British 
subjects to navigate the Nile in their own vessels and under their own fh«- 
should be recognized. Pie adds that this privilege lias been long enjoyed and 
exercised by other Europeans, and instances a case where the Austrian Govern- 
ment protested against the notice issued by the Pasha in 1841, prohibitum the 
navigation to European vessels under their own flag. 3 

If the Pasha can once establish his monopoly of the navigation of the Nile 
the only available channel of transport in Egypt, the commerce of Europe so far 
as Egypt is concerned, will be entirely at his mercy. * 

Mr. Walne states that when merchants have sent goods by the ordinary 

the l Nih T Veyan . c ° a OI ' (lcd by tbe . count, T "“Tiers, whether on the Desert oV 
the Nile, the custom-house authorities offer obstacles tending to render the 

tiansmission by the Transit Administration indispensable. 


Conveyance of India Mail, Sfe. 

Mr. Murray recommends that a Government or East India Company's 

h h ohr Sh r/ 1 h ° U °r ( t0 acco,n { >any tI,L * maiI (,n its Passage through Lyj,t 
m place of its being left as now to the charge of Turkish or Arab janissaries^ ’ 

He also lecommends that the Transit Administration should he uraed to 
appoint some European to travel with the passengers, for the purpose ofu 
intendeiice and giving information. 1 1 ' 1 


Memorandum. 


Station-Houses. 


If the Pasha is compelled by us to surrender the station-houses at the exni 

ItaUm/l 10 ter111 ’ l? 848, thC1 ‘ e is 1 nothil1 *"' t0 J ,n -' y ent him Iron, erecting other 

i ? 0Uht ’ h noar . the same s l )0t - which he once threatened to do. This would 
effectually secure the monopoly to him. 


Monopoly of Transit. 

1 he Pasha has an unquestionable right to 3 per cent, on goods imported 
"'to Egypt, as fixed by the lrcaty of Balta Liman, whether for consumption or 


for transit. Hitherto, however, he has consented to receive one-half per cent, 
only. 

If we press him too hard on the ground of treaty engagements, is there not 
danger that he will turn the tables against us ? 

Navigation of the Nile. 

Mr. Murray says that Austria enjoys, or at least requires, the free naviga¬ 
tion of the Nile. It may be that by the laws of Austria a vessel built in Egypt 
and navigated more or less by Egyptians, is by right considered an Austrian 
vessel. Such however is not the case with an English vessel. English vessels 
must be English-built and navigated by a large proportion of English subjects. 

How would such a vessel enter the Nile ? The Canal of Malimoudieh is 
surely not an open water in the sense of the treaties and capitulations. 

Foreign Office, June 29, 1847. 


Memorandum on certain points connected with the Transit through Egypt. 

It is difficult to deal with the question of transit through Egypt in the pre¬ 
sent state of that question. 

The first and essential improvement would undoubtedly be, as stated by Mr. 
Murray, the abolition of the Pasha’s monopoly. The difficulty of effecting this 
is great; and at the same time, if the Pasha is applied to for the remedy of de¬ 
fects in the system under the monopoly, the application would seem to imply the 
recognition of his right to establish the monopoly. 

The improvements suggested by Mr. Murray are, that a post-office messen¬ 
ger should accompany the mail through Egypt. But lias this ever been objected 
to ! It was one of the stipulations of the Postal Treaty, that if the mail was car¬ 
ried by Melienict Ali, an English messenger should accompany it. The mail is 
however not carried by Mehemet Ali, and it is conceived that if the post-office 
found it necessary to send a messenger they would do so. At present the Foreign 
Office have had 110 complaints that the safety of the mail is endangered under the 
existing practice. 

The next improvement is that the passengers shall be accompanied by some 
European officer, to afford them information, to listen to and receive their com¬ 
plaints, and generally to superintend the working of each department, which 
appears to he very much required to prevent the delays on the road; and also a 
more respectable class of servants on board the Nile steamers, 

Mr. Murray considers the prices charged at present to be reasonable, 

There are four other points adverted to by Mr. Murray : 

1st. That Mehemet Ali’s present monopoly merely supersedes the monopo¬ 
lies attempted to be established in the first instance by other parties. 

2nd. That it is important to determine soon, with regard to any claim to be 
preferred by the Bombay Steam Fund for the renewal of the leases of the station- 
houses, now underlet to Mehemet Ali. 

3rd. The circumstance that Mehemet Ali, though willing to abide by his old 
agreement with Messrs. Anderson, for the transit duty in Egypt being limited to 
half per cent, in the case of goods conveyed under his monopoly, insists upon 
his right to levy on goods conveyed by any other means, the transit duty of 3 per 
cent, under the Convention of Balta Liman. It is perfectly true we might resist 
this discriminating duty, but the result might and probably would be, that Me¬ 
hemet Ali would discontinue the modified transit duty, which he would have a 
perfect right to do, and so, instead of a great portion of British goods getting 
through Egypt at merely a nominal duty, all British goods would have to pay a 
heavy transit dutv. 

The fourth point is the navigation of the Nile by British vessels, and that 
is a very difficult question. Austria may perhaps, though it is vaguely stated by 
Air. Murray, claim and enforce a right to navigate the Nile by Austrian vessels. 
But what constitutes an Austrian vessel according to the Austrian Navigation 




Law ? We might claim the same as Austria; but how are British vessels td 
enter the Nile ? Can they do so from the Mediterranean without passing through 
the canal? and does a right to navigate the Nile confer a right to navigate the 
canal? A vessel may perhaps become Austrian by purchase, hut to entitle a 
vessel to the privileges of a British vessel she must be built in a British posses¬ 
sion or be condemned in a British court; but a vessel built on the waters of the 
Nile, for the navigation of those waters, can never become a British vessel. 

Mr. Walne states three points : — 

1st. A recognition of free transit, whether by European or native agencies. 
A question, however, arises upon this. We may perhaps claim that every per¬ 
son should be at liberty to make his own arrangements for getting across the 
Desert. We have done so recently, and the Pasha has acquiesced. Can we 
claim that companies should be allowed to he established in Egypt for the pur¬ 
pose of providing passengers with means of conveyance ? Would not this be to 
claim that any given number of post-horse companies should be established ? 
But in all European countries, providing post-horses as a trade is a Government 
business, except partially in Austria; and it is believed that in Turkey Proper 
the post-houses are as in other parts of Europe, Government establishments, and 
not open to objection as monopolies. 

2nd. Free admission to the station-houses, whether the passengers proceed 
by Government or private conveyances. But if the Government has the lease of 
the station-houses, how can we contend for this, any more than if they had been 
under-let to A B., a firm of British subjects concerned in the transport of pas¬ 
sengers ! 

3rdly. The navigation of the Nde by steam-boats if possible under Euro¬ 
pean flags, but if not, under the Ottoman Hag, in the same way as is now prac¬ 
tised by sailing-boats built in the country, being the recognized property of 


European residents as well as of natives. 

In conclusion we are expecting from the Post Office and India Board re¬ 
plies to inquiries similar to those addressed to Mr. Murray, and the Treasury are 
in communication with the India Board respecting the transit of mails. 


No. 50. 

The Secretary to the India Board to Mr. Addington. 

Sir, India Board, July 5. IS 17. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your letters of the 20th of April and the 19th of May last, 
the former requesting information as to the manner in which the transit of letters, 
passengers, and merchandize through Egypt is conducted at present; and the 
latter containing a suggestion from Iler Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt for 
the improvement of the said transit. 

In reply I have the honour to transmit for the information of Viscount 
Palmerston, a copy of a report from the East India Company’s agent at Alexandria, 
dated the 6th of May last; and with respect to the employment of one or two 
small steamers for the conveyance of the mails between Alexandria and Atfeli, I 
have to state that the Court of Directors do not deem it expedient to entertain the 
proposition, as such a measure would involve an addition to the existing establish¬ 
ment of the Company, the expense of which would in their opinion considerably 
exceed the value of any benefit which might he expected to arise from it. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. BYNG. 


Inclosure in No. 50. 


Captain Lyons to the Secretary to the Court of Directors. 

Sir, Alexandria, May 6, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
24th of April, directing me to furnish you, for communication to Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a detailed report of the present 
manner in which the transit of letters, passengers, and merchandize, is conducted; 
and in what the present system differs from that which it has superseded ; and 
of what improvements it is susceptible. 

2. Having carefully perused the report I had the honour to make on the 
22nd of February, 1844, on the subject of mails, for the information of Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in obedience to the 
Court's directions contained in your letter dated the 6th of February of that year, 
I beg respectfully to refer you to that document, no alterations having been made 
in respect to the transit of mails, with the exception of our no longer having 
the advantage of hiring the Pasha’s horses for tracking the mail-boats down the 
canal, as reported by me, and being deprived of the means of hiring a steamer 


weather, but when a strong westerly wind is blowing it is much greater, and 
this is of frequent occurrence, north-west winds being the most prevalent; the 
deprivation ot a steamer for the conveyance of mails up the Nile, is a great evil, 
as rowing boats would take three days to make the passage against the stream, 
and whiUt the present method by the employment of donkeys is continued, no 
precaution can provide for the accident of boxes getting wet from the falling of 
the animals in crossing the water-courses during the inundation, and from the 
slippery state of the Delta at that period. I therefore consider the employment 
of steamers for the up mails as a gieat desideratum, and perhaps the only im¬ 
provement the service is susceptible of, without incurring expense beyond a 
comparative benefit, which I should consider to be the case if horses were kept 

/» i • .11. . i i 


for tiaeking the boats on the canal. 

O 


3. The passengers and merchandize are always conveyed by steam both 
to and from Cairo, and 1 consider the transit to be much improved lately; fewer 
complaints are made by passengers; and though his Highness the Pasha in the 
contract, lie made with the Peninsular and Oriental Company refused to guarantee 
the arrival of merchandize at Suez in a specific time, there as yet has been no 
delay But 1 ought to tell you, Sir, that 1 sec mistrust on the part of the agent 
of the Peninsular and Oriental Company, as to a continuance of this regularity, 
caused I tom his ob-erving a dilatoriness in keeping up the means of transit; for 
instance, learner* aie getting out of repair, and there is evident neglect in sup¬ 
plying others to replace' them. 

4. The Pasha has lately given a written notice to the agent of the Peninsular 
and Oiicntal Company, that lie will not in future be responsible for treasure sent 
by the transit. This is in consequence of 800/. having been stolen out of the 
transit office at Gaiio, which was made good by his Highness’ order. The large 
sum 14,800/. was lately sent by the agent of the Peninsular and Oriental Com¬ 
pany across the Desert from Cairo to Suez, in charge of an Englishman mounted 
with the money on a dromedary, without any escort whatever. 

5. 1 feel it right to inform you that in pursuance of the system I have 
always followed, never to apply to the Pasha or authorities except in case of 
great difficulty, 1 have had no occasion to do so for several years, and 1 did not 
think it advisable to express or even show any disappointment when the use of 
the horses was disallowed, meeting the inconvenience by the employment of a 
lighter boat with a double crew for tracking. 

I annex a copy of my report referred to. 

1 have* &c' 

(Signed) * ’ JOHN LYONS, Captain, R.N. 


Q 
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No. 51. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Honourable C. A. Murray. 

(No. 24.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 17, 1847. 

I COMMUNICATED to the President of the Board of Controul a copy 
your despatch No. 20 of the 17th of April, inclosing a report from Mr. Consul 
Walne respecting the conveyance of the British mail through Egypt; and I 
have now to acquaint you, with reference to the suggestion that one or two 
small steam-vessels should be employed for the conveyance of the mails between 
Alexandria and Atfeh, that the Court of Directors of the East India Company 
do not deem it expedient to adopt that suggestion, as they say it would involve 
an addition to the establishment already maintained by the Company, the expense 
of which would in their opinion considerably exceed the value of any benefit 
which might be expected from it. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 52. 

The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 21.) 
(No. 40.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, June 28, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowlcdege the receipt of your Lordship’s 
despatches marked No. 1G and No. 17, and bearing date respectively the 27th 
of May last; and to inform you that 1 will not fail to adhere strictly to the in¬ 
structions conveyed to me by the latter despatch (No. 17), as to the course to 
be pursued by me in any communication-? with the Egyptian Covernment on 
the subject of the projected ship-canal across the Isthmus of .Suez. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CIL A. MURRAY. 


No. 53. 

The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 21 ) 
(No. 44.) 

Mv Lord, Alexandria, Jab: 9, 1847. 

THE Austrian engineers whom 1 mentioned to your Lordship in my 
despatch No. 25 of 3rd May last as having been employed in surveying that 
part of the coast at which it was proposed that the Suez ship-canal should open 
into the Mediterranean have returned from their expedition; and 1 understand 
that their report, when made public, will be found extremely unfavourable to 
the project in question. They have sounded the coast for many miles with 
the most minute exactness, and at the most practicable point of approach, which 
is near the site of the ancient Peluxium, it appears that it would he necessary to 
run out a mole or jetty into the sea ior nearly six thousand metres, in order to 
obtain a sound bottom with twenty-seven feet of water, the intervening space 
between the extremity of that mole and the shore being extremely shallow, and 
composed of sand and alluvial deposit. I believe their rough estimati of the 
probable cost of making a sale and practicable port is 60,01)0,000 francs. 

The difficulties on the Suez coast would also be very consideiable, so that 
we may safely number the Suez ship-can.il among the most visionary projects of 
the day. 

As soon as the report of the Austrian surveyors shall ha\e had time to 
produce its natural effect on the Pasha's mind. I shall not fail (in obedience to 
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your Lordship’s instructions) to avail myself of the first favourable opportunity 
for suggesting to his Highness the greater practicability and advantages of a 
railroad across the Desert. 

I have, &c. 

(Sigued) CH. A. MURRAY. 


ft * 


No. 54. 

Lord Cowley to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 23.) 

(No. 215.) 

My Lord, Therapia, July 3, 1847. 

I HAVE taken an opportunity of speaking to Reshid Pasha on the subject 
of the inclosure to your Lordship's despatch No. 89, viz., the copy of your 
Lordship’s despatch to Mr. Murray relating the project of a canal to connect 
the Mediterranean with the Red Sea. I entered confidentially with bis Highness 
into the reasons why a railroad with the same object in view 7 would he prefer¬ 
able ; and I asked him whether, if any suitable occasion presented itself, he 
would have any objection to tell the Pasha of Egypt that the Sultan would 
rather see a railroad constructed than a canal. 

Reshid Pasha answered that he had lately had some conversation on the 
subject with Kianiil Pasha, MUicmct Ali’s son-in-law, who I informed your 
Lordship in my despatch No. 188, was here on private business for his father- 
in-law. Kianiil Pasha said that he had been desired by Mehemet Ali to tell the 
Grand Vizier that he had been urged by foreign Powers to construct this canal, 
either at his own expense, or at that of a company established for the purpose; 
that he had turned a deaf ear to all propositions for a foreign company, but that 
he thought of undertaking the work himself whenever those lie had on hand 
were completed, lie requested the Porte, if any offers from foreigners were 
made at Constantinople, equally to discourage the idea. 

Reshid Pasha then remarked to me, that under these circumstances several 

years must elapse before the Paslui would commence operations, and that he 

w ould not then do it without the consent of the Porte. In the meantime his 

Highness promised to take every opportunity of stating the Porte’s preference 

of a railw av to a canal. 

* 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 55, 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Cowley. 

(No. 201.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, July 29, 1847. 

1 HAVE to acquaint your Lordship that 1 approve of the language which 
you held to Reshid Pasha, as reported in your despatch No. 215 of the 3rd 
instant, respecting the project for cutting a ship-canal across the Isthmus of Suez, 
supposed to have been entertained by Mehemet Ali. 

I am, he. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 




The Secretary to the India Board to Mr. Addington. 

Sir, India Board, July 31, 1847. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 5th instant, I am directed by the 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India to transmit to you for the information of 
Viscount Palmerston, a copy of a letter dated the 14th ultimo, from the East 
India Company’s Agent at Cairo, respecting the manner in which the transit of 
letters, passengers, and merchandize through Egypt is at present conducted. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CEO. BYNG. 


Inclosure in No. 5(5. 

Mr. Walne to Captain Lyons. 

Sir, Cairo, June 14, 1847. 

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your official letter of the 31st 
ultimo, desiring me to report to you any changes that may take place in the 
transit through Egypt, whether in relation to the mails, passengers, or merchan¬ 
dize. 

As to the first, comparatively little alteration has taken place for several 
years. The system originally adopted has upon the whole worked well, and 
with one or two exceptions, nothing has occurred to disturb the machinery of 
the packet agencies. In the Desert our means of transport have increased in 
exact proportion with the calls of the service, and where at the commencement 
of the overland communication a dozen dromedaries were with difficulty pro¬ 
curable, a hundred and fifty are now at our disposal. 

On the river, however, changes have taken place which are calculated at 
one season of the year to cause occasional embarrassment. The transfer ol the 
Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers to the Government, and the 
consequent monopoly of all steam communication on the Nile, deprive us of a 
most valuable aid at that season of the year, October and November, when the 
mails cannot he brought by land, and when, contrary winds prevailing, a sailing- 
boat cannot insure a rapid passage up the river to Cairo. A boat of improved 
construction will it is to be hoped in some measure obviate this difficulty; but 
I should do wrong to conceal from you that the season to which I have alluded 
is to me always a source of great anxiety. 

By an ungracious act of Artin Bey, and which I could hope may not have 
its origin in a higher source, we have in the present year been deprived of the 
use of the Government horses on the canal; but by means of an improved boat 
and a crew constantly in the pay of the Honourable Company’s agency, I trust 
this little difficulty will soon he overcome, and that while the speed of the mails 
is not materially impeded their safety on the canal may be better insured. 

In the passenger-transit through Egypt some important changes have been 
introduced within the last year. The establishment under the title of “ transit 
Administration” has assumed considerable development. For special views of 
his own the Pasha has sanctioned a large outlay of capital, not only in buying 
up the stock of the so-called “ Transit Company,” but in building additional 
station-houses, in the construction of carriages, and in the purchase of harness, 
horses, and steamers. By the construction of intermediate stables the number 
of stations on the Suez road has been augmented from seven to fifteen ; the 
horses between Cairo and Suez are reckoned at about 440, and including three 
vessels purchased from the Peninsular and Oriental Company, the establishment 
has now nominally seven steamers at its disposal, exclusive of three tugs for the 
canal. Full half of these boats are, however, in a very indifferent condition, 
and with the exception of the “ Delta,” scarcely one is adapted to the service. 
All are subject to the calls of other departments of the Government, and some 
of them are at this very time engaged in towing down the river heavily-laden 
barges of grain, a strain for which they are not fitted, and which must soon 
render them quite unserviceable. By intervention of the Peninsular and 
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Oriental Company the Pasha has given orders for another boat similar to the 
“ Delta,” and it is admitted that without such a second vessel the service cannot 
be carried on. 

An attempt is at present being made by some French engineers to improve 
the road to Suez. Men are employed in excavating a kind of track, throwing 
out I he sand on either side. The only result that I can conceive from this 
arrangement is that instead of a rough but passable gravelly road, such as nature 
has made it, there will exist between Cairo and Suez a canal of drifted sand, 
which in a short time will be quite impracticable for carriages. About fifteen 
miles of road are already completed, and new as the work is, the coachmen 
prefer diverging from a road which is admitted by all parties to be worse than 
the old one. 

With the great increase of horses and available means of every kind, the 
Transit Establishment takes from forty to forty-eight hours to transfer from Suez 
to Boulac the passengers and cargoes that arrive from Calcutta, and so far from 
outstripping the mails in the whole distance between Alexandria and Suez, 
whether outward or homeward, it is notorious that if the packets were dispatched 
immediatily on their arrival at either port, the whole of the passengers, to say 
nothing of the baggage and cargoes, must be left behind. In consequence of 
the urgent remonstrances of the Biitish Government the Pasha has lately 
promised that natives taking travellers to Suez by dromedaries and donkeys 
shall not be punished for so doing. 

Within a few months the Peninsular and Oriental Company, unassured of 
its right of navigating the Nile, has disposed of its steamers to the Egyptian 
Government, and with the vessels has transferred to the Transit Administration 
the carriage ol cargoes from Alexandria to Suez, and vice versd. In a long 
acquaintance with this country, 1 know of no circumstance that has occurred so 
well calculated to lower our standing in the eyes of the natives. The Turks 
even cannot understand why the British flag has suddenly disappeared from 
these waters; and the Bedouins who profited largely by the carriage of cargoes, 
for which they were regularly and equitably remunerated, look with disgust 
upon an arrangement that subjects them more than ever to the grinding im¬ 
press of the Government, and compels them to work less for money than for 
blow.-.. A change of this kind is but little calculated to insure the permanent 
security of the overland communication, and 1 greatly mistake the character 
and disposition ol the Bedouins, if they do not on the first favourable oppor¬ 
tunity, whenever the reins of Government may be somewhat relaxed, retaliate 
for their present oppression on the very merchandize of which with a free 
transit they would in their own interest have been the most natural and best 
protectors. During Mehemet Ali’s life his name will do much to maintain 
the salety of the road, but that prestige will of course die with him, and the 
Government that succeeds must be stronger than is generally anticipated, if it 
be able to exercise the same restraint over the nomade Tribes that people the 
neighbouring (kserts. To insure the security of the road from hence to Suez, 
those tribes should lie admitted to share freely and liberally in the advantages 
to be deiived from the overland communication, and this they can never do so 
long as the transit is a monopoly of the Egyptian Government. 

Since the transfer of the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers, 
scarcely any merchandize in transit passes by private hands, and it is the almost 
openly avowed intention of the Government that none should so pass. When 
speed is required, the Transit Administration must unavoidably he resorted to, 
for the Government alone possesses the steam communication of Egypt. 
When, on the contrary, the merchant has sufficient time to avail himself of the 
cheap means of transport which the country offers, he meets with difficulties on 
the part of the custom-hout.es, which are put forward for no other purpose 
than to interrupt the ordinary channels of overland communication. Under 
the pretext of levying only one-half per cent., the Egyptian Government con¬ 
trives at the present time to monopolize the transit of goods, and on many 
occasions subjeets the mercantile community, in the form of charges for 
carriage, to exactions much exceeding the three per cent, transit duty fixed by 
treaty. By the ordinary means of conveyance, heavy goods may he carried 
from Suez to Alexandria for 4<>,v. a-ton; the Government charges 8/. Light 
goods might with a free transit he sent the same distance express for 4/. Is. a- 
ton ; the Government charges 14/. If I were called on to suggest on a large 
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scale the improvements which the transit through Egypt requires, I should 
state a railway between Alexandria and Cairo, and a fresh-water canal between 
Cairo and Suez; both works eminently calculated to improve the internal com¬ 
merce of the country, as well as to afford additional and very great facilities 
for communication between Europe and India. But the finances of Egypt, 
mortaged as it were for the completion of the Barrage and other works of 
doubtful utility, are not such as to meet the great outlay that must necessarily 
attend such extensive undertakings; whilst the prejudices of the Pasha and 
the jealousies of other Powers would be in all probability an insurmountable 
barrier to the introduction of English capital with which to accomplish the 
objects proposed. In the absence therefore of those resources which in really 
civilized countries might be at once available, the attention of our Government 
would I conceive be best directed to the establishing free transit in every form, 
whether for passengers or merchandize. For this the two great essentials are, 
that the stations in the Desert should, on the payment of a moderate fee, be 
open to all travellers, whether proceeding by Native or European agencies, and 
that the Nile should be free to the navigation of steamers, under European 
colours, if that be possible, but if not, at all events under the Ottoman flag. 
With such favourable conditions the capital and energy of individuals would in 
the course of time accomplish all that could be desired. 

So far as the Packet Service is concerned, the introduction of even one 
steamer to be placed at the disposal of the Honourable Company’s agency, 
would be of the greatest possible advantage, and serve to remove entirely the 
only important difficulties with which we have at present to contend. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALFRED S. WALNE. 


No. 57. 

Mr. Trevelyan to Mr, Addington. 


Sir, 


Treasury Chambers, July 31, 1847. 


opies 


from the Postmaster-General, dated the 20th instant, relating to the transit of 
Her Majesty’s mails through Egypt, and of its inclosures, together with a copy 
of their Lordships’ minute thereon dated the 27th instant. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 57. 

The Postmaster-General to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

My Lords, General Post Office, July 20, 1847. 

WITH reference to Mr. Parker’s letter of the 24th of April last, conveying 
the desire of your Lordships to be furnished, for the information of Viscount 
Palmerston, with a statement of the manner in which the transit of letters, 
passengers, and merchandize through Egypt, is conducted at the present time, 
from their arrival at the port of Alexandria from Europe, to their embarkation 
at Suez for India, and vice rersd ; and requiring also to Know in what nvumer 
the present system differs from that which it has superseded, and of what im¬ 
provements it is susceptible, I have the honour to acquaint your Lordships, that 
having called upon the agents of this department at Alexandria and Suez for 
reports on these several points, I have received their replies, copies of which I 
beg leave to inclose, furnishing in as complete a form as is in their power, the 
information required by your Lordships. 

I beg leave to add, that having communicated with the East India Company 
on this subject, 1 have been informed that the Court of Directors have in com¬ 
pliance with a request made to them by Viscount Palmerston, directed their 
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agents in Egypt to transmit to them detailed reports relative to the transit of 
letters, passengers, and merchandize through Egypt, and that when those reports 
are received, they will be furnished by the Court to Her Majesty’s Government. 

1 hnvp i vp 

(Signed) ’ CLANRICARDE. 


w. * 



A fci 


Inclosure 2 in No. 57. 

The British Post Office Agent at Alexandria to Colonel Maberly 

Sir, Post Office , Alexandria, May 21, 1847. 

IN reply to your letter of the 4th instant, requiring information upon the 
subject of the transit of mails, passengers, and goods through Egypt, and 
directing me to point out the difference between the present and former systems, 
together with any improvement I may think desirable, I have to state, 

1st. That on the arrival of the English steamer at Alexandria, my assistant 
goes immediately on board and receives the mails from the officer in charge; it 
takes about two hours to bring the India mail to my office, and as soon as the 
necessary details are gone through, say two hours more, it is sent on by mules 
and donkeys to Neghclce, a village on the banks of the Nile half-way to 
Cairo, where it arrives in twenty or twenty-two hours. The mail is there 
crossed, and reloaded on fresh animals (previously sent from Cairo), where 
it arrives in much the same time as before stated ; so that the whole distance 
between this and Cairo is performed in 44 or 45 hours. Here the Honourable 
Company’s agent receives it, and after seeing that all is light, sends it forward 
upon dromedaries to Suez, where it arrives in eighteen or twenty hours more. 

2nd. The homeward mail is in like manner sent from Suez to Cairo 
on dromedaries, where it is placed in a last-going boat and sent down to 
the iNile to the village of At fell, which it generally reaches in twenty-four 
hours ; the boat then passes through the lock into the canal, and proceeds on to 
this plaeo, where it arrives in twelve or fourteen hours; making the journey 
between Cairo and Alexandria in thiity-six or forty hours, provided it does not 
meet with bad weather, in which case it is three or four hours later. 

3rd. The conveyance of the mails since the Pasha has taken the transit of 
passengers, &c. into his hands differs only in a few points from what it was 
previously. Before the Peninsular and Oriental Company disposed of their 
boats on the Nile, we could always hire one for our outward Bombay mail, and 
sometimes for the Calcutta also ; upon these occasions the mail reached Cairo 
about twelve hours sooner than it does at present. For the homeward mails we 
could hire horses from the 'Transit Company to track our boats on the canal; a 
saving of six or seven hours was the consequence. It was however not the only 
advantage, for it blow's so hard sometimes that boats tracked only by men are 
unable to stir an inch, and are consequently detained hours, even days, which 
would be a serious evil to us. 

4th. The points in my opinion most susceptible of improvement for the 
speedy transit of our mails, are,— 

First. The privilege of having steamers from the Transit Administration, 
w'hich will not only insure greater rapidity, but prevent boxes being damaged, as 
they now sometimes are, either from rain, or by animals slipping (low’ll crossing 
the numerous water-courses intersecting the country between this and Cairo. 

Secondly. Supposing we cannot from paucity of steamers get them for both 
the outward and homeward mails, then it would be advisable to be at liberty to 
hire horses from the 'Transit Administration for our boats on the canal with the 
homeward mail, an advantage we had before from the old Transit Company; 
but 1 am sure the Pasha will not afford us any assistance of the kind, his heart 
and soul being wrapped up in getting the entire transit of the mails: this I need 
not say will be neglected unless very stringent clauses are introduced into the 
Treaty, one of which should be for the management to be vested in the hands 
of an Englishman. The mode of conveyance between Cairo and Suez must 
remain as it is for the present under any circumstances. 

5th. With regard to passengers, on their arrival at this port they are 
landed without delay and arrangements made for their speedy departure b\ 
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does not prevent English travellers from choosing their mode of conveyance, but 
he strictly prohibits horses, donkeys, or dromedaries to be hired by natives to an 
English traveller; but this exercise of arbitrariness which has only existed for a 
few years has still been sufficiently long to induce me to believe that measures must 
at last be adopted by Her Majesty’s Agent in Egypt to prevent this secret order 
from being much longer in force, or at least to allow us the same freedom that 
exists with the native merchants at present, and which existed with us formerly, 
until the Pasha succeeded rather unexpectedly in obtaining concessions, and 
the consent thereto of private individuals (Englishmen), the object of which latter 
it had been supposed was rather to have obtained concessions for English par¬ 
ties than to have treated for the withdrawal of our rights without any equivalent 
advantage or compensation whatever. 

In remarking that the expedition of the vans is affected by the slow convey¬ 
ance of the baggage and cargo I mean that, as the steamers cannot start from 
this without the passengers, the arriud here of the last batches of vans and pas¬ 
sengers from C'aito is so regulated as to bring up to Suez the cargo and baggage 
at the same time with the last of the passengers; owing to this management the 
Indian mails have very often been detained at Suez for upwards of twenty-four or 
thirty-six hours before the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers were 
started; and as the merchandize and baggage have the advantage of being sent up 
the Nile in steamers, which is not allowed to the mails, 1 see no reason w’hythey 
could not be conveyed to Suez within twelve hours after the arrival here of the 
Indian mails, which might enable the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers 
to proceed much earlier than they do at present. In short it is only necessary that 
an order for the dispatch of the steamers, after twelve hours’ detention of the mails 
at Suez should be in force, and transit means wrnuld be applied to meet this order. 
It would however he necessary that the merchandize should be sent, with a 
proper regard to the general transit means, as at present the weight and size of 
a portion of the cargo is unnecessarily and inconveniently too large to follow the 
track and speed of the mails and passengers; it is not necessary that weighty 
packages should exist; hut in unavoidable cases such cargo ought to reach 
Alexandria by an anterior opportunity (and there are a great many), so as to 
prevent a lew heavy and probably unimportant packages from affecting the 
whole of the overland transit. 

In conclusion 1 beg to take the liberty to remark that on the subject herein 
referred to, the opinions and iulormation of the Hon. Mr. Murray, Her Majesty’s 
Agent in Egypt, and of Captain Lyons, It.N., the Honourable Company’s Agent 
in Egypt, may in all probability be superior to mine 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY LEVICK, 

Post Office^ Ayent. 


lnclosure 2 in No. 57. 


Treasury Minute dated July 27, 1847. 


WRITE to the Secretary to the Admiralty, that it appears from a report 
which has been addressed to the Postmaster-General by the post-office agent at 
Suez, that the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers have often been 
detained at that place for upwards of twenty-four or thirty-six hours after the 
mails were on hoard, owing to the baggage and merchandize intended to be sent 
by the vessels not having arrived ; and their Lordships request that the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty will inform them whether they have received 
any report on this subject, and that they will issue such instructions as may 
appear to them to be required, to prevent a similar occurrence in future. 

The steam-vessels ought, in compliance with the terms of the contract, to 
be dispatched as soon as possible after the arrival of the mails ; and any goods 
which cannot he embarked in time should wait for another opportunity; and 
their Lordships request that this indispensable rule may in future be strictly 
enforced both at Suez and at the other ports where tier Majesty’s mails are 
embarked on board contract steamers. 










Transmit to the Postmaster-General, for his information and guidance, a 
copy of this minute, and also the original correspondence noted in the margin* j 
and desire he will state whether the information contained in these last-men¬ 
tioned papers, and in the reports from the Post-Office agents at Suez and 
Alexandria, which accompanied his letter of 20th instant, appear to his Lordship 
to call for the adoption of any further measures beyond what is directed in their 
Lordships’ minute. 


No. 58. 


The Honourable C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 2.) 
(No. 45.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , July 18, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, for your Lordship’s information, 
copy of a despatch which 1 have sent by the last mail to Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Constantinople. I should have preferred waiting to receive distinct instruc¬ 
tions from your Lordship as to the line of conduct which I ought to pursue in 
regard to the subjects therein contained ; but as I learnt that the Viceroy 
intended writing to the Porte concerning one or both of them by this post, 1 
thought it my duty to give, without delay, information of what was going 
forward to Her Majesty’s Minister at that post, in order that he might, if he 
found it advisable, support, in conjunction with the Internuncio, the position 
which I have concurred with the Austrian Consul-General in assuming here in 
regard to the questions under discussion. 

If any reliance could be placed upon the expressions and promises of the 
Viceroy or of his Minister Artin Bey, I should entertain a hope that the modifica¬ 
tion of the transit duty would soon be effected without the necessity of further 
negotiation, as I have now before me a memorandum of a conversation that passed 
lately between my Austrian colleague and Artin Bey, which the latter concluded 
with the following expressions (assuming that they have been correctly remembered 
and noted by M. de Laurin): “ Son Altesse se regleia selon les circonstances. 
L’Egvpte est en droit de pretend re a trois pour cent pour les marchandises 
transitantes, mais ce droit portant prejudice an commerce, son Altesse y a dej<\ 
renonce, quoique conditionnellemei.t; ces conditions pourront etre modifiees, et 
son Altesse ne sera pas difficile sous ce rapport.” 

I am of opinion that his Highness will contend for every inch of the ground 
which he may be urged to concede; for many of those around him who in his 
weaker moments influence his counsels, make no secret of their wish to diminish 
rather than extend, the transit through Egypt. They tear an increase of 
influence commensurate with that of traffic, and instil into the Viceroy's ear, 
that the course of English commerce, like that of their own Nile, will leave a 
solid deposit, the fruits of which will be ultimately reaped by England. 

Under these circumstances I conceive that I am acting in conformity with 
my duty, and with the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government, in availing myself 
of every opportunity for securing and extending the commercial privileges that 
we already enjoy here, whether emanating from usage or from treaty. 

Such an opportunity presented itself lately, by the negotiations entered 
into between the Austrian Consul-General and the Egyptian Government, in 
which I knew that the former acted under the sanction of his superiors at 
Vienna and Constantinople, for which reasons 1 trust that your Lordship will 
approve of my having concurred in the course that he followed on this occasion. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CII. A. MURRAY. 


♦ Letter from Foreign Office, Maj 19, 1847. Litter from India Bo ini, July 5, 1847, 
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Inclosure in No. 58. 


The Honourable C. A Murray to Lord Cowley. 


My Lord, Alexandria, July 15, 1847. 

I HAVE lately been in correspondence with Artin Bey, the Viceroy’s 
Foreign Minister, on two subjects which are important to our commercial 
interests here, and as I think it not improbable that you may find one or both 
of them mooted either among some of your Lordship’s colleagues or in the 
Ottoman Divan, I think it my duty to give you a report of the course that I 
have taken here in respect to them, in order that if it meets your approval you 
may give it your countenance and support with the Turkish Government. The 
points I refer to are these: 

First,—The duty levied on goods passing in transit through Egypt; and 

Second,—The claim set up by the Viceroy to the monopoly of the gums, 
ivories, and other produce of Sennaar. 

In regard to the first, your Lordship is aware that according to our com¬ 
mercial treaties with the Porte, all goods or merchandize in transit through any 
part of the Ottoman dominions, are liable to a duty of 3 per cent. This amount 
was fixed long before Egypt became the great thoroughfare of Indo-European 
commerce, and was levied, if I have been rightly informed, with a view to the 
revenue derivable from the coffees, spices, &c., of Arabia. 

It was in the year 1811, while the management of transit affairs in Egypt 
was in the hands of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Company, that the 
Directors sent out an agent, Mr. Anderson, to negotiate with the Pasha for a 
reduction of transit duty, and Mr. Anderson had no difficulty in convincing his 
Highness that the fine and costly merchandize of India could never bear such a 
duty as 3 per cent., and that if his Highness wished to encourage its passage 
through his country, he must reduce the duty to a point which would make it 
worth the. merchant’s while to prefer the Egyptian route to that round the Cape 
of Good IIoj >e. 

Moved by these considerations, bis Highness issued a notice that thence¬ 
forward all goods passing in transit through Egypt should be liable to a duty of 
half per cent., which has been the rate levied ever since. The notice was 
however so worded, that it might be construed to mean that the goods conveyed 
by the particular Transit Company should be liable only to a duty of half per 
cent. Whatever might be the right construction of the notice, the fact is 
certain that merchants of all nations continued for several years to send their 
goods in transit by hired boats, camels, &e., whenever it suited their conveni¬ 
ence so to do, and paid on them no more than the appointed rate of half per 
cent. 

One speculator followed another in the management of the transit, and 
the Pasha looked on quietly, watching its progress, and waiting until it should 
suit his views to take it entirely into his own hands. This he was enabled to do 
in 1845, and having subsequently purchased the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company’s steamers on the Nile, he completed his transit monopoly. Although 
his Highness made some reduction in the charges on the freight of goods from 
Alexandria to Suez, and vice veml, they are still so heavy that merchants having 
bulky packages to send have been in the habit of forwarding them by hired 
boats and camels. This does not suit his Highness’ views, and he says that the 
duty of half per cent, was only a favour granted to the Transit Company, of 
which he is himself now the representative, and that all goods forwarded by 
any other means than the Transit Administration, must pay the duty of 3 per 
cent, established by treaty. 

A case occurred lately which brought on the discussion of this question 
between my Austrian colleague and the Egyptian Government. The latter, 
after a severe struggle, yielded the point, and suffered the goods, although con¬ 
veyed by hired camels, to pass through on payment of a duty of half per cent.; 
but this they only consider as a favour or concession ; and I have reason to 
believe that the Pasha intends to write to Constantinople upon the subject by 
this post. Thi-. is one of the many cases in which the force of circumstances 
has modified in Egypt the letter of treaties; and there can be no doubt that q 
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transit duty of half per cent, upon the costly goods which form the greater part 
of the Indo-European merchandize would with proper precautions against con¬ 
traband trade give an ample remuneration to the Egyptian exchequei. On 
the other hand, a duty of 3 per cent, levied in transit on such goods would 
amount to a total prohibition of their being sent through Egypt, whilst a dif¬ 
ferential duty of 2^ per cent, between those goods conveyed by private 
enterprise and those conveyed by the Government Administration, would give 
such an unfair advantage to the latter as to establish a monopoly in the strongest 
and most extensive application of the term. 

The second point to which I have to call your Lordship’s attention is the 
Viceroy’s claim to the monopoly of the gums and other produce of the Sennaar. 
It is not the first time that he has declared it openly, and in practice he has 
enforced it for some years past; and I am surprised that I do not find in the 
archives of this Mission any definite reports or instructions on the subject. 

It seems that his Highness dates his claim from the period of his invasion, 
and the subjugation of a portion of that country in 1821-22, since which he has 
appropriated to himself all its gums and other produce, forbidding that any 
portion of it otherwise collected should come down the Nile. 

The Viceroy having thus foolishly deprived Egypt of this useful branch of 
commerce, all the Sennaar produce naturally sought for itself other outlets in 
order to avoid the enormous profits claimed by the Vice-llegal monopolist. 
The principal of these outlets were the Ports of Massowa and Savuaken on the 
eastern coast of Abyssinia. His Highness being resolved to leave no means 
untried for securing his object, asked and obtained from the Porte, the govern¬ 
ment of the two above-named ports, whereby he effectually closed all outlets 
for the produce of Sennaar, and made the European merchants at Djeddah and 
other places engaged in the gum-trade, dependent on him for their supply. 

This conduct on the part of the Viceroy has occasioned lately various com¬ 
plaints and memorials from merchants trading with that country; some of these 
have been presented to the Austrian Consul-General, some to myself. The 
former has had several discussions with the Egyptian Government on the 
subject, and he finds the Pasha strongly bent on maintaining his claim. 

I cannot conceive on what base he can rest it, excepting sic volo sic jubco. 
For whatever power he ever obtained over Sennaar he obtained as Viceroy; 
and he is actually invested Pasha of Sennaar separately from his Egyptian 
Pashalick, by a firman from the Porte; so that whatever clauses in our Treaty 
forbid or annul monopolies, are strictly applicable to this ease. 

Not having yet received from the Foreign Office any decided instructions 
as to my course of conduct in respect to either of these questions (the latter of 
which I have not had occasion to bring under Lord Palmerston’s notice until 
by this post), and being aware that however important they were to English com¬ 
merce, they were at least equally so to that of Austria, I thought it better 
to allow my Austrian colleague to take the initiative part in the discussion of 
both of them with the Egyptian Government, lie has frankly communicated 
to me his proceedings, and as his views have been such as I felt sure would 
meet with the approval of Her Majesty’s Government, 1 have given them my 
support by adopting a similar course. 

I think it would be highly desirable for your Lordship to have a conver¬ 
sation with the Count de Stunner upon these two subjects. You will find him 
fully informed upon all points connected with them by my Austiian colleague, 
and I trust you will find his view's of them to be such as [ have here submitted 
to your consideration, and such as you can conscientiously support in the event 
af the questions being directly or indirectly referred to the Government of the 
Sublime Porte. 

I shall forward a copy of this despatch to Lord Palmerston by the first 

mail. 


I have, See. 

(Signed) CII. A. MURRAY. 




No. 59. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 3, 1847. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 19th of May last, I am directed by 
Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, an extract of a despatch* from Her 
Majesty's Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, together with copies of a 
further despatch! and its inclosures relative to the progress and present con¬ 
dition of the Transit Administration between Alexandria and Suez. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


, J 


No. 60. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the India Board. 

Sir, Foreign Office, Auqust 12, 1847. 

WITH reference to the concluding paragraph of the letter from Mr. 
Walne to Captain Lyons, of which a copy was inclosed in your letter of the 
31st ultimo, 1 am directed by Viscount Palmerston to request that you will 
state to the President of the Board of Controul, that it seems to his Lordship 
that what is said in that passage might perhaps be deemed by the East India 
Company to be of sufficient weight to induce them on further consideration, to 
think it expedient to establish one or two small steamers on the Nile to faci¬ 
litate transport on that river. It is the East India Company who, as Governors 
of India, are most interested in these matters; and it seems clear from the 
statement contained in Mr. Walne’s letter, as w r ell as from other information 
which Lord Palmerston has received, that in consequence of the withdrawal of 
the Steam Company’s vessels from the navigation of the Nile and of the 
Mahmoudieh Canal, injury has been sustained by British interests in connection 
with India. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LI. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 61. 

Lord Cowley to Viscount Palmerston .— (Received August 23.) 

(No. 239 ) 

My Lord, Tlierapiu, July 31, 1847. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 215, I have the honour to inform 
your Lordship that the Grand Vizier informed me confidentially a few days 
ago, that lie had taken measures for letting the Pasha of Egypt know that the 
Sultan would prefer seeing a railroad established across the Desert to cutting a 
canal, and that he thought that he could answer that as long as he remained 
Grand Vizier no canal would be cut. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


COWLEY. 


* No 38. 
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No. 62. 

Mr. Stark to Mr. Addington. 

Sir, India Board, August 30, 1847. 

IN reply to your letter of the 12th instant, suggesting the advantage that 
would be derived from the establishment of one or two British steam-boats on 
the River Nile, I am desired by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to 
acquaint you, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, that the Court of 
Directors having again taken the subject into consideration, continue to enter¬ 
tain the opinion that it is not expedient for the East India Company to provide 
steam-boats for the navigation of the internal waters of Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HUGH STARK. 


No. 63. 

Viscouut Palmerston to the Honourable C. A. Murray. 

(No. 27.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 31, 1847. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 24, of the 17th of July, I transmit to 
you for your information, copies* of a correspondence which has passed between 
this office and the Board of Controul, from which you will perceive that I have 
again called the attention of that department to the benefits which might result 
from the establishment of one or two small steamers on the Nile, to facilitate 
transport on that river, but that the Board of Directors are still of opinion that 
it is not expedient for the East India Company to provide steam-boats for that 
purpose. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 64. 

Lord Cowley to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 6.) 

(No. 259.) 

My Lord, T/ierapia, August 15, 1847. 

HER Majesty’s Consul-General at Alexandria having acquainted me that he 
should send your Lordship a copy of his No. 14 to me, relating to the transit 
duties between Suez and Alexandria, and to the monopoly exercised by the 
Viceroy of Egypt over the produce of the Sennaar, I have the honour to inform 
your Lordship that I have seen the Austrian Internuncio on the subject. 11 is 
Excellency has been kind enough to furnish me with copies of the report he had 
received from the Austrian Consul-General at Alexandria, which I have the 
honour herewith to inclose. His Excellency does not intend saying anything 
on the subject to the Porte, unless the Porte takes the initiative. 

I have heard nothing on the subject here, nor do I think it likely that the 
Viceroy of Egypt will have consulted the Poite in the matter. Should he do so 
I shall "not fail of supporting Mr. Murray’s views as far as I can ; but both Count 
Stunner and myself agree in the impossibility of doing more than endeavouring 
to persuade the Porte that it is tor the interests of Egypt that the transit duty 
should be lowered, because we cannot refuse the right of taking a duty of 3 per 
cent, under our present treaties. It may be a question how far the Pasha has a 
rivh 4 to fix one duty for his means of conveyance, and another when any one else 
is concerned in the transit, and I would respectfully request your Lordship’s 
instructions on this point. 

* Nob GO and 62. 
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With regard to the produce of the Sennaar, there can I presume be no 
doubt of the illegality of the Viceroy’s conduct, and that I shall be justified in 
giving every assistance that T can to Mr. Murray, when called upon to do so. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


Incloaure 1 in No. 64. 
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A. 4 » 


The Austrian Consul-General at Alexandria to Count Sturmer. 

Hochzeborner Graf, Alexandria, 14 Julius, 1847. 

AUS einen Unterredung des Pascha mit Artin Bey, die in meinen Beisein 
statthatte, habe ich entnommen, dass in diesem Augenblicke in Konstantinopel 
iiber den Transito Zoll unterhandelt wild. 

Wie wichtig der Indo-Egyptischer Transito fur Osterreich sei,wissen Kuern 
Excellenz oline diess. Der traktatemassigc Zoll von 3 percento [ist jedoch 
stets als ein Hinderniss angesehn worden, darum hat man gleich bei der 
Einfiihrung des 1838 gerHandelstraktat getraehtet Mehemet Ali dafu zu 
stimmen dass or demselben herabzetzen. Dieses hat der Pascha mit seiner Noti¬ 
fication von 26 Merz, 1843, laut Beilage auch gethan. 

Allein er hat von 16 Monathen eine Transito-Administrazion eingerichtet, 
und den reduzirten halbperzentigen Transito Zoll nur fur den Fall autorisirt als 
die transihrenden Giiten mittelst seiner besagten Administrazion befiirdert 
werden wollen. Waaren hingegen, welclie durch Privat Unternehmer durch 
Egypten fortgeschafft werden, sollen den traktatemassigc Zoll von 3 percento 
entrichten. 

Die Administrazionsfracht ist jedoch so bedeiitcnd, 8 l. s. per Tonne, dass 
der llandelstand es vorzieht die Waaren um das Cap der guten Hoffnung zu 
beziehen. 

Private befordnen Giiten von Suez nach Alexandria um ein Drittel, d h. um 
2^ l. s. Diese Fracht und der hall) percento Transito-Zoll wiirden aber 
den Weg durch Egypten, dem uii d.is Cap der guten Hoffnung vor/.ieht n 
maehen. 

Aus Anlass einiger Bcschwerdcn habe ich mit Mehemet Ali gesprochen um 
ilm dafu zu bewegen den Transportszwang aufzuheben, und den ^ percento 
Transito-Zoll auf alle Transito Gvite ohnc rueksicht ob sie mittelst der Adminis¬ 
trazion odor mittelst Privatfiihren befiirdert werden, auszudelmen. 

Wie er sich dariiber geaussert, wollen Euer Excellenz aus dem in Abschrift 
bcilcgenden Protokolle gutigst mitneluncn. 

Der Pascha selbst hat nur aufiinglich an dem Besprechung Tlieil genommen, 
spater bliebcr als bloscr Zuhdrer in Divan, und liess sich nur dann und warm 
etvvas vcrdollmotehen olme dariiber irgeud etwas zu bemerken. 

Mein ehrlicher Kollega C. Murray schreibt iilier diese Angelgenheit dem H. 
Minister in Konstantinopel, und ich kann niclit umhin Euer Excellenz gleich- 
falls von dem Stande dieser Angelerrenheit mit dem Beisatze in Kentniss zu 
setzen, dass ich es mir habe daiangelegen sein lassen den H. Kammer-Presidenten 
von an fang an driihcr zu berichten. 

(Signen) LAURIN. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 64. 



Government Notification. 

HEGLEMENS pour faeiliter lc transit de toute sorte de marclvandises it 
travers PFgypte, suit de l’Europe et de la Turquie aux Indes, suit des Indes 
pour V Europe et la Turquio. 

Article 1. Pour' cviter la confusion et afin de rendre plus expedit’d' le 
service du transit, le Gouvernement de son Altesse destinera h Alexandrie, au 
Cairo, et it Suez, des magasins a part, et separtis de la grande donane, oh on 
diposera tous les collis qui doivent traverser l’Egypte en transit. Le Gouverne- 













ment nommera aussi des officiers spdcialement charges de surveiller le service dvr 
transit. 

Article 2. Toute marchandise deposde clans la douane du transit sera 
accompagnee de la part des receveurs, d’une declaration qui en specifiera 
les marques, le contenu et la valeur, et apres avoir et£ scellee ou plombee 
par les officiers nommds A cet effet, la susdite marchandise pourra eLre expediee 
A sa destination. 

Article 3. Les marchandises passant en transit scront transportees en 
arrivant au Caire dans les magasins reserves pour ce service, afin cl y verifier si 
les scelles ou plombs y sont intacts. 

Article 4. Au port d’embarquement le douanier donnera un certific it que 
1’expedition pour l’etranger des marchandises a cte effecluee ; et ce document 
servira de discharge pour le douanier ou 1 importation auia cu lieu. 

Article 5. Les bagages des voyageurs qui scront deposes a la doume au 
transit pour tiaverser l’Egypte peuvent passer libreme.it sans etre ou verts ; 
mais ceux qui n’auront pas etc deposes dans cette douane seront sujets a la 

visite, si les officiers de la douane l’exigent. 

Article 6. Le droit du transit sera du demi pour cent sur la valeur 
ddclaree, et doit etre acquitte A Alexandrie, tunt pour les marchandises 
debarqudes A ce port comme pour celles debarquees A Suez. En cas de fraude 
manifeste dans la denomination ou dans revaluation des marchandises, la douane 
apr&s avoir constate la fraude par l’ouverture des collis, y imposera un droit de 
10 pour cent. 11 est entendu que les marchandises qui resteront dans le pays 

paieront les droits etablis par les traites. 

Article 7. Afin de conserve!’ la route entre le Cairo et Suez autant quo pos- 
sible libre de desordres et de contrebande, etcpie le Gouveincment puisse repon- 
dre de la suretc, il est defendu A quelconquc individu do se charger du transport 
des marchandises ou des effets des voyageurs en transit, sans une autorisation 
speciale, et une garantie pour la bonne eonduite des personnes employees dans 

cc service 

(Signe) BOGHOS YOUSSOUEK. 

Alexandrie, le Hi Mai , 1843. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 04. 


Minute of Interview between the Austrian Consul-General and Artin Bey, 

on July 10, 1847. 

LA pensee de son Altesse Mdhdmet Ali A 1 egard du dioit de transit est de - 
permettre aux expediteurs et autres charges de ce commerce, de concourir avec 
1’administration Egyptienne, A condition qu’ils donneront caution valable pour la 
sortie reelle des marchandises declarees en transit, haute de quoi les dites 
marchandises payeront le droit de transit fi\6 par les Traites de 1838 A 3 pour 
cent, oubien dies seront consignees A 1’Administration du Transit pour etre trans¬ 
poses soit A Suez, soit A Alexandrie, moyennant le paiement du droit de transit 
reduit par son Altesse A demi pour cent. Elle proteste ne vouloir rien gagner 
sur le transit meme ; que si ^administration pvouvera d’etre active, elle s’engage 
A reduire les frets et nolis en proportion du benefice que radminisiration donnera. 
A cette fin son Altesse est prete A ordonner un exainen pour verifier les reoett: s 
et les depenses de son administration et eonstater ainsi le benefice ([ii’elle a 

donne. . . . 

Lui ayant observe qu'une affaire naissante comme celle du transit tndo- 

Eo-yptienne peut bien donner des pertes au commencement, mais (pie ees pertes 
doivent disparaitre avec le terns, en completant (’organisation de 1’administration 
et en encourageant ce commerce; (pie reglcr les nolis et les lrets d’apres les 
revenus actuels du transit, ce serait compromettre la prosperity de l’avenir avec 
un etat present peut-etre moins satisfaisant, A cause de I’incertiVide dans laquellc 
se trouve le commerce du transit sous le double rapport des Iriks et nolis et des 
droits de douane ; Artin Hey me dit qu’i! est pick A proposer A son Altesse 
d’abandonner entierement A l’industrie des particuliers le transit (les marchandises 
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comme elle a deja fait A l’egard des passagers, mais qu’il est bien certain que 
les prix reviendraient au meme, et peut-6tre le commerce aurait A s’en plaindre. 

Si son Altesse, lui disais-je, maintient le demi pour cent, ce commerce pros- 
perera quant m&ne il dut tkre exploite par des particulars; mais il sera perdu 
d&s qu’on en pretendra 3 pour cent. Et il n’est nullement de l’interfit de 
l’Egypte de se priver d’une ressource qui autrefois etait sa plus grande gloire 
et la richesse la plus facilement acquiso 

Nous avons parcouru attentivement le tarif de 1’Administration, et Artin 
Bey me repeta que son Altesse reduira le nolis de la manibre ci-dessns men- 
tionnee. Il a ajoutd que si l’affaire est profitable le nolis sera peu de chose. 

Mais, lui disais-je, si 1’Administration dtait en perte, les choses resteront- 
elles telles quelles; alors, dit-il, son Altesse se reglera selon les circonstances; 
l’Egypte est en droit de pretendre 3 pour cent pour les marchandises transitantes, 
mais ce droit portant prejudice au commerce, son Altesse y a deja renonce, 
quoique conditionnellement. 

Ces conditions pourront etre modifiees, et son Altesse ne sera pas difficile 
sous ce rapport. 

Le Bey s’engagea de faire part de cet entretien A son Altesse, et de me 
communique! 1 ses resolutions definitives. 

(Signe) A. DE LAURIN. 


No. 65. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Cowley. 

(No. 238.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, September 13, 1847. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch No. 259 of the 15th ultimo, 
respecting the transit duties levied by Meliemct Ali on goods passing between 
Suez and Alexandria; and also respecting the monopoly of the produce of the 
Sennaar to which the Pasha has laid claim. 

With respect to the first of these points, I have to observe, that it appears 
from Mr. Murray’s despatches on this subject, that Mehemet Ali, though willing 
to abide by his old agreement, by which the transit duty in Egypt is limited to a 
half per cent, in the case of goods conveyed under his monopoly, yet insists on 
his right to levy on goods conveyed by any otlie" means, the transit duty of 
3 per cent., under the Convention of Balta Liman. Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment might certainly resist a discriminating duty of this character, but the 
result might and probably would be the discontinuance of the modified transit 
duty, which the Pasha has a perfect right to discontinue; and thus in place of a 
great portion of British goods passing through Egypt at an insignificant rate of 
duty, all British goods will be subjected to the payment of a heavy transit 
duty. 

With reference to the second point adverted to in your Lordship’s despatch, 
namely the Sennaar monopoly, your Lordship will perceive from the accom¬ 
panying copies of despatches which I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Agent 
and Consul-General in Egypt, that Mr. Murray has not as yet furnished me 
with sufficient information to enable me to determine how far Her Majesty’s 
Government are entitled to remonstrate against the establishment of the mono¬ 
poly in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


U 
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Nb. 66. 

Lord Cdwiey to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 23.) 

* 

(No. 287.) 

My Lord, Therapia, September 1, 1847. 

CHEVKET BEY, the Sultan’s private secretary, has been sent to Alex¬ 
andria with presents to the Pasha of Egypt. Before his departure I mentioned 
to Reshid Pasha that this would be a good opportunity of letting the Viceroy 
understand what were the Porte’s wishes with regard to a canal between the lied 
Sea and the Mediterranean, and his Highness assures me that Chevket Bey was 
furnished with instructions to speak to Mehemet All in the sense desned by 

Her Majesty's Government. j havej &c . 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 67. 

Lord Cowley to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received September 23.) 

(No. 296 *) 10 .„ 

(Extract) Therapia, September 3, 1847. 

A FEW days before I saw Aali Etfendi, Count Stiirmer communicated to 
to me a despatch which he had received, and which enjoined him to give his 
support to any representations 1 might make to the Porte to obtain a continu¬ 
ation of the reduced transit duty of one-half per cent, on merchandize conveyed 

from'Suez to Alexandria. ^ ... . „ 

During my interview therefore with the Ottoman Minister for Jboreign 

Affairs, I expatiated on the advantages which a reduced transit duty would 

afford to Egypt, but I said that whether it was reduced or not l must protest 

in the strongest manner against the sort of monopoly that had been attempted 

to be forcibly created in the transport of merchandize across the Desert, by the 

differential system of duties that the Pasha was trying to introduce I said that 

I had no right to insist, on a duty of one-halt per cent, being accepted, but t ui 

L conceived that I had a.right, and that I would insist on the same rate of duty, 

whether one-half or three per cent., being equally levied on goods whether 

conveyed by the Pasha or by any other individual. Aali Effcndi agreed m the 

justice of the claim and assured me that he would write m that sense to the 

Viceroy. 


No. 68. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Cowley. 

My Lord ^ Foreign Office, September 27, 1847. 

L HAVE to acquaint your Lordship that 1 approve of your having, as 
reported in your despatch No. 296, of the 3rd instant, called the attention of 
Ihe Porte to the claim advanced by Mehemet Ali to a monopoly ot the produce 
of the Sennaar, and to the question of the transit duty levied on goods in 

E ^ pt - I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALM LRSTON. 



r 
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No. 69. 

Mr. Trevelyan to Mr. Addington « 

Treasury Chambers, October 1, 1847. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Her Majesty’s Trea- 
sury to state to you, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, that their Lord- 
ships have had under consideration your letter dated 3rd August, with its 
mdosures from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, and from 
Her Majesty s Consul at Cairo, relating to the conveyance of the mails and'of 
passengers and merchandize between Alexandria and Suez. 

It does not appear to their Lordships that any new measures are at present 
required, so far as the mails are concerned, which have been regularlv conveyed 
e ween Alexandria and Suez in a shorter time than the passengers and their 
bsggage, and with a remarkable freedom from accidents. 

I lie conveyance of the passengers and goods is, as this service is at present 
conducted, the measure of the speed with which the mails are conveyed, and 
Her Majesty s Consul at Cairo, in his report dated 14th June last, states that. 

so ar froni outstripping the mails in the whole distance between Alexandria 
and kuez, whether outward or homeward, it is notorious that if the packets were 
dispatched immediately on their arrival at either port, the whole of the passen- 
gers, to say nothing of the baggage and cargoes, must be left behind.” 

1 Ins point has become of much importance, owing to the great increase in 
the passengers and goods (including ordinary merchandize) conveyed by the 
steamers, and to the inefficient nature of the arrangements for their transport 
across Egypt. For instance, Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General reports 
in Ins letter dated 6th June last, that “ the journey from Cairo to Suez, which 
now generally occupies twenty-four hours, might easily be performed in twelve ; 
but owing to the want of sufficient changes of harness and the laziness of the 

Arab grooms, there is actually more time occupied in changing horses than in 
performing the journey.” 

t r Ver ^ * ar S e annual sum paid by Her Majesty’s Government and the East 
India Company to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company is 
for the conveyance of the India and China mails only, without any reference to 
passengers and goods; and if the mails are seriously delaved in their passage 
through Egypt, owing to the passengers and goods not keeping pace with them, 
the steamers must start, on the arrival of the mails at Suez and Alexandria, 
without waiting for the passengers and goods. 

Lordships will request the East' India Company to furnish, them, 
tlnough their agent in Egypt, with a statement of the average of the time the 
mails may he considered to be retarded, owing to the delay in the arrival ol the 

passengers and goods; and upon the receipt of this they will give such further 
directions as the case may require. 

0ther P ° int wh . ich 1 a FP ears t0 their Lordships to dfemand particular 
ttention at the present time is the question relating to the station-houses in the 

Desert between buez and Cairo, which were built at the expense of the Bombay 

Steam Fund Committee, on a lease of ten years, which expires in June 1 m 

unless the British Agent and Consul General should desire its continuance on 

the same grounds as it is now required, whether in favour of the first contractor 
or of any other individual. ’ 

thm a 5 W 7 pl ? nat j° l ? [ >f their views , on this “bjeet their Lordships request 
I 7f! \ 1 ef «' Lord 1 almerston to their minutes dated 1st April, 1845, and 

^ " e ll ir y V 7th Al) ^ ail "i 24tU Apri1, ,84G ’ 0r t0 the Mere which were 
wntten to the Foreign Office thereupon. 

nf ? t . wll, .. be s ® en by a refence to these documents, that their Lordships were 

the trrln^ ‘r * 1? B( £ nb . a y Steam Fund Committee were entitled, according to 
aren^v? °. f ®°S hos Bey s letter to Colonel Campbell, dated 7th May, 1838 S to 

“to 1, ^J e T ? frr 1 * * h ™;i. »" d “ a l>I ,ears Colonel Barnett's 
,• • be Eat 1 ot Aberdeen, dated 30th April and 21st May 1846 that 

a ting in obedience to instructions which have been given to him in’accordance 

" 1 hc *«=w, that otlicer informed the Bombay Steam Fund Committoe 
that should the Committee think lit at the expiration of the origTnal term „f t “l 
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years to claim a renewal of the lease, that claim should receive the support of 
Her Majesty’s Government; and a draft of an agreement for the lease of the 
station-houses was afterwards sent by him to the committee for their approval 
by their agents at Alexandria, Messrs. Briggs and Co.; but it does not appear 
what was the result of this communication, or whether any further measures were 
taken to secure the continuance of the lease. 

Their Lordships are still of opinion that it is expedient that the lease should 
be continued, and as, according to the terms of Boghos Bey’s letter, all that is 
necessary for the purpose is that the British Agent and Consul-General should 
give notice to the Pasha of his desire that the existing lease should be continued 
in favour of the first contractors, that is, the Bombay Steam Fund Committee, 
their Lordships suggest that the British Agent and Consul-General should he 
instructed to give notice accordingly. 

Their Lordships also hold the opinion, as strongly as ever, that the attempts 
made by the Pasha to establish a monopoly for the conveyance of passengers and 
goods across the Isthmus of Suez ought to be firmly resisted. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN. 


No. 70. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. C A. Murray. 

(No. 29.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 15, 1847. 

IN consequence of a communication which I have received from the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, I have to instruct you formally to 
notify to the Egyptian Government, that in virtue of the engagement entered 
into by Boghos Bey on behalf of Mehemet Ali on the 7th of May, 1838, you 
are instructed to desire that the existing lease of the station-houses in the Desert 
between Cairo and Suez, should be continued in favour of the contractors to 
whom it was first granted, namely, the Bombay Steam Fund Committee. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 71. 

The Hon. C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—•(Received October 21.) 

(No. 54.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, September 30, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 27, with its inclosures, dated the 31st of August last. I regret 
that the Court of Directors have negatived the proposal of placing one or two 
small steamers on the Nile. If viewed merely as a question of economical 
expediency, I think the Directors would have done well to have listened to the 
suggestions of persons possessing so much local experience as Captain Lyons 
and Mr. Walne ; for even if the measure had occasioned a trifling increase of 
expenditure, it would in my opinion have been far more than counterbalanced 
by the increased facility and certainty of communication, as well as by the great 
political importance attached to keeping up our right to the navigation of the 
Nile under the British flag; the latter was, a year or two ago, a position easily 
maintained, but if once abandoned it may he very difficult to resume. Your 
Lordship may depend upon it that the Pasha, when he bought up the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company’s steamers, did not view this merely as a question of 
money, he wished to get the English flag off the Nile; and unless I am much 
mistaken. Her Majesty’s Government will, ere many years he past, see cause to 
regret the abandonment of a privilege which might easily have been maintained 
by usage, but the renewal of which it may be difficult to obtain. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 
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No. 72. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the India Board. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 27, 1847. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 30th of August last, I am directed by 
Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, for the information of the President of 
the Board of Controul, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt, respecting the refusal of the Court of Directors to 
place one or two small steamers on the Nile. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 73. 

Lord Cowley to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 4.) 

(No. 358.) 

My Lord, Therapia, October 17, 1847. 

CHEVKET BEY, whom I had the honour to inform your Lordship in my 
despatch No. 287, had been sent to Alexandria with presents from the Sultan 
to the Pasha of Egypt, has returned from his mission. Reshid Pasha assures 
me that Chevket Bey spoke to the Viceroy in discouragement of a canal 
between the Red Sea and the Mediterranean, and in favour of a railroad. The 
Viceroy, according to Chevket Bey’s account, is against both projects, and 
declares that he will not give permission for either one or the other. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 74. 

Mr. Trevelyan to Mr. Addington. —(Received November 9.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers , November 6, 1847. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Board dated the 1st ultimo, I am 
commanded by the Lords Commissioners ot Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint 
you, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, that the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty having stated to this Board that the delays of the contract 
packets at Suez have arisen from the non-arrival of the passengers rather than 
from waiting for baggage and merchandize, and that the passengers are 
accustomed to remain at Alexandria or at Cairo longer than they would do if the 
departure of the packet were more peremptorily fixed; and having suggested 
that information should be procured through the Consular agents, of the time 
that must necessarily be allowed for the journey of passengers from Alexandria 
to Suez; their Lordships request that the Consul-General in Egypt may be 
directed to make a full inquiry into the subject, and to report the result, together 
with the grounds upon which any opinion at which he muy arrive, is founded. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN. 
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No. 75. 

m 

Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. C. A, Murray. 

(No. 33.) 

gj r Foreign Office, November 17, 1847. 

’ THE LoTds Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have represented to 
me that they have been informed by the Board of Admiralty that the departure 
of the contract steam-vessels from Suez with the India mails is delayed on 
account of the non-arrival at that port of passengers for embarkation, rather 
than on account of the non-arrival of baggage and merchandize; and that the 
passengers are in the habit of remaining at Alexandria or at Cairo longer than 
they would do if the time for the departure of the steam-vessels were more 
punctually fixed: and in compliance with the request of the Loids of t e 
Treasury, I have to instruct you to make a careful inquiry as to the time that 
must necessarily be allowed for the journey of passengers from Alexandria to 
Suez; and in reporting to me the time which you may consider necessary for 
that purpose, you will further state the grounds on which you may have 

formed vour opinion on that point. 

J 1 I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALM ERSTON. 


No. 76. 

The Hon. C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received November 21.) 
(No. 59.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, November 7, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 29, 
dated 15th October last, and to inform your Lordship that in obedience to the 
instructions therein contained, I have this day made a formal apphcation to the 
Egyptian Government, requiring that in virtue of the engagement entered into 
byBoghos Bey on behalf of Mehemet Ali, on the 7th of May 1838, the exist- 
ing lease of the station-houses in the Desert between Cairo and Suez should be 
continued in favour of the contractors to whom it was first granted, namely, the 

Bombay Steam Fund Committee. 

J I have, &c. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 


No. 77. 

The Right Hon. E. J. Stanley to the Secretary to the India Board. 

Foreign Office , November 22, 1847* 

^ I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, for the infor¬ 
mation of the President of the Board of Control, a copy of a despatch from Her 
Maiesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, reporting his application to the 
x? ^ i.- rmrprnmpnt for a renewal of the lease of the station-houses in the 

K a hetwel"’ and "n favour of the Bombay Steam Fund 
Committee. , ^ &0 

(Signed) E. J. STANLEY. 
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No. 78. 

The Right Hon. E. J. Stanley to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 22, 1847. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 1st ultimo, I am directed by Viscount 
Palmerston to transmit to you for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Agent 
and Consul-General in Egypt, reporting his application to the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment for a renewal of the lease of the station-houses in the Desert between Cairo 
and Suez, in favour of the Bombay Steam Fund Committee. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. J. STANLEY. 


No. 79. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. C. A. Murray. 

(No. 34.) 

'Sir, Foreign Office, December 8, 1847, 

I THINK it advisable to transmit to you copies of a correspondence with 
Mr. Thurburn, who has requested the interference of Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment for the settlement of some pecuniary differences with Mehemet Ali. 

You will perceive from the answers returned to Mr. Thurburn, that I have 
declined to instruct you to interfere in his behalf. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 79. 

Mr. Thurburn to Viscount Palmerston. 

London, November 12, 1847, 

My Lord, 289a, Regent Street. 

I TAKE the liberty to represent to your Lordship that in the year 1843 
his Highness Mehemet Ali Pasha, Viceroy of Egypt, was pleased to advance to 
me on loan, for ten years, a sum of 100,000 dollars, to be employed as a capital 
in commercial operations. In the same year his Highness advanced to me a 
further sum of 80,000 dollars, to enable me to purchase for my account the 
transit establishment of Messrs. Hill and Co. in Egypt, for the conveyance of 
passengers between Alexandria and Suez. 

The amount paid by me for the latter concern was 67,574 dollars in cash 
and 31,6824 dollars by means of an allowance of 1/. sterling each on all first- 
class, and 10*'. each on all second-class passengers, during a period of three 
years ; these two sums forming together 99,256^ dollars. 

About the same period I obtained from the Bombay Steam Navigation 
Fund Committee a lease, till the 26th June, 1848, of the Desert stations 
between Cairo and Suez, erected at their expense by special permission from 
the Egyptian Government, with the privilege of levying a charge of 1/. each on 
all passengers making use of those buildings and not employing the means of 
conveyance of the Transit Establishment. 

In the course of the year 1845 the Viceroy being prompted by the repre¬ 
sentations of the Frencli agents with respect to the influences of a sinister nature, 
which they asserted were emanating from the organization in Egypt of an 
English Transit Company, and partly perhaps from the desire of appropriating 
to himself the profits expected for the increasing traffic in goods and passengers 
as well as from the transport eventually of the mails, intimated to me bis 
intention of taking the Transit Establishment into his own hands. 


Various proposals were submitted by me to his Highness, with the view 
of retaining in my possession an undertaking which presented the prospect of a 
satisfactory provision for my family, without the risks incidental to other com¬ 
mercial undertakings; and Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General kindly 
offered his support for the maintenance of my rights of proprietorship. But the 
obligations I was then under to the Viceroy for pecuniary assistance, at a 
moment when I had experienced some considerable reverses of fortune, pre¬ 
vailed with me over all other considerations of immediate interest; and seeing 
that his Highness attached the utmost importance to the advantages, both 
political and fiscal, which he anticipated from the exclusive possession of the 
transit, I withdrew all personal objections, and on the 8th of March, 1846, the 
officers of the Viceroy proceeded to receive all the matdriel belonging to the 
establishment. I stated however both verbally and in writing to his Highness, 
that I had no authority to cede to him the Desert stations, which were only 
held by me on lease, and that it was necessary for him to exonerate me, either 
by a written order to that effect, or by obtaining the previous sanction of the 
Bombay Steam Fund Committee to his occupation of the stations. His High¬ 
ness however declined to give me any guarantee to relieve my responsibility, 
and the buildings in question were entered and taken possession of by the 
Egyptian authorities without my concurrence; a circumstance of which due 
notice was given by me at the time to Her Majesty’s Representative in Egypt. 

By desire of the Viceroy I presented to the proper administration a state¬ 
ment of the actual cost to me of the Transit Establishment, amounting to 
172,777-^0-0 dollars, which was composed of the before-mentioned payments of 
99,256^ dollars to Messrs. Hill & Co., and 73,521- I i 0 “ 0 - for additions and ameli¬ 
orations effected by me and existing at the time when the transit was made over 
to the Viceroy. 

1 might have demanded of his Highness that the question of value should 
be decided on the same footing as if the transit had been disposed of by public 
competition, at which there is every reason to believe, from previous estimates, 
that it would not have realised less than 300,000 dollars. But I relied on the 
justice and equity of the Viceroy, and looked forward for future compensation 
to other sources within his controul, and more particularly to the advantages 
resulting from the employment of the capital of 100,000 dollars which he had 
lent to me for a period of ten years, as already stated. 

In transmitting the transit accounts to his Excellency Artin Bey, Minister 
of Commerce, on the 8th June, 1846, 1 stated that no addition whatever had 
been made by me to the actual cost of the different objects specified therein, 
and I requested his Excellency to submit to the consideration of the Viceroy 
the heavy loss occasioned to me and my family by the premature privation of 
such a resource, occurring precisely at the time when the first expenditure for 
its improvement had been incurred, and when the more extended communica¬ 
tion held out a certainty of increasing advantage. I also begged Artin Bey to 
represent to his Highness the additional prejudice to my interests from being 
deprived of the Desert stations before the expiiation of my lease in June 1848, 
which authorized me to levy the before-mentioned dues ; and as some indemnity 
for the sacrifices to which I was thus exposed, I proposed that the continuation 
of that allowance should be reserved to me for a further period oi five \ears. 

To this last proposal no reply was ever given, and the Viceroy refused to 
admit the item in the accounts of 31,632-^- dollars, paid to Messrs. Mill & Co. for 
the head-money on passengers, stating that the only condition on which he coidd 
acknowledge that amount, was a total cessation of all further relations with me, 
and the immediate withdrawal of the capital of 100,000 dollars, which had been 
advanced to me specifically for ten years. As the item thus unreasonably dis¬ 
puted by the Viceroy formed an integral part of the original purchase-money 
paid to Messrs. Hill & Co. I could not consent to relinquish so large a portion 
of the actual cost; and the consequence of my objection to the basis of settle¬ 
ment so unfairly imposed upon me by the Viceroy, has been, that since March 
1846 I have ceased to enjoy the benefit of the capital of 100,000 dollars, and 
have been subjected to very serious losses and inconveniences from the want of 
so material a resource, in addition to the cessation of the income derived from 
the transit and from the contract for the Desert stations. 


All 


my exertions to procure from the Viceroy, by direct application, a 
rv adjustment of these questions having proved unavailing, 1 am 


satisfactory adjustment 
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induced m consequence of the unfortunate circumstances in which I have 

dir^inA e f” f] a - ed ; ?°f )Iicit your Lordship’s interposition in my behalf, by 

t o n / r MaJesty ? A S ent and Consul-General in Egypt, to employ his good 

H^hneS •! nece . ssar y„lij s official authority, in endeavouring to obtain from his 

his^dio-nitv on i U ?i ^ ie . ( ^ e *’ ences existing between us, more consistent with 
ins dignity and with the principles of equity. 

In venturing to express a hope that the object of my prayer will receive a 
favourable consideration from your Lordship, I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. THURBURN. 

* b -S ‘n t0 for yoU , r Lo, : dsl ' i P> further information three docu- 
ments. No 1,2, and 3, m corroboration of the statements contained in the 
preceding letter. 

(Signed) R. THURBURN. 


Sub-Inclosure 1 in Inclosure 1. 

Contract between the Bomba;/ Steam Fund Committee to Mr. Thurburn. 

BY this public contract entered into in the British Consular Office at 
Alexandria in Egypt, in the presence of us Vice-Consul and witnesses here- 
under signed, between Messrs. Briggs and Co., as Agents for the Bombay Steam 
1 und Committee, on the one part, and Mr. Robert Thurburn, Senior, on the 

parties • ^ hgyptlan Tl ’ ansit Company, it is hereby agreed between the 

That the Bombay Steam Fund Committee hereby grant a lease of their 
Seven bungalows or station-houses in the Suez Desert for five years, from the 
2Gth June, 1843, to the Egyptian Transit Company, at an annual rent of twenty 

pounds sterling, payable in Bombay to the Steam Fund Committee in advance* 
and on the following conditions ’ 

state of repiiir*by the°lessees ll ^ alows *» be put into and kept in a thorough 

sanctfon^ofihe'Commlttee. ^ SUWCt ' eaS ° tra " Sferred With ° Ut the s P ecial 

3. Efficient means oi transport across the Desert, and between Alexandria 
and Ca ro, to be maintained by the lessees, who bind themselves to convey all 
passengers in sufficient time for the steamers either way, if required. 

4. 1 he charge for passengers conveyed by the lessees throughout the 
entire route Irani Suez to Alexandria and vice vend, not to exceed 15/ for 

to ten”' ,,h!?|‘ C "’ el l 1 \° L f0r maid - servants and children from two years old 
o ten , infants under two years gratis; men-servants 8/.; including 2 cwt 

lor each hrst-chKs passenger, and I cwt. for servants; native servants to 
pay —l 

5. A sufficient number of servants to be kept at the bungalows bv the 
lessees to wait upon travelers, and provisions of the best description to bo 
provided for their use as per Tariff, without additional charge. 

b. Any departure from the above conditions to involve forfeiture of the 
lease, sucli departure being proved to the satisfaction of the British Consul- 
Geneial, with the right of appeal by the lessees to the Bombay Steam Fund 
Committee; and in the event oi parties occupying the bungalows, not travel¬ 
ing though the lessees agency, they shall be permitted to levy a charge on 
them of 1/. sterling per head. : ° 


Tariff. 

f . i EaC l l perSt> , U to 1)0 l ,rovK,t ’d *>y the lessees with a good substantial break- 

Sue/ to K \l C<)U ’ 1 mi,tT ’ ; Uld tea w l ,cn re( l uived > on the whole line of route from 

vided ri o Xa,,d, r T VtCC VCr -a' ? W,,K ‘ S and beer when called for to be pro- 

td at tlu usual charge, a tantt ol which shall be fixed conspicuously in each 

ungalow; but passengers themselves to defray their expenses at hotels in Suez 
oa!r;w a,Ulmi ’ UnICSSthe leSSCCS sbad unnecessarily detain them*af'any 
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And for the strict observance of the above-stipulated articles and condi¬ 
tions, the respective parties have bound and do hereby bind themselves, their 
heirs, executors and assigns. 

In faith whereof they have hereunto set their hands in presence of the 
undersigned witnesses and us Vice-Consul. 

. Done, executed, and delivered at Alexandria in Egypt, this 24th day of 
June, 1844. 

On the part of the Bombay Steam Fund Committee, 

(Signed) BRIGGS AND CO. 

On tile part of the Egvptian Transit Companv, 

' (Signed) R. THURBURN. 

Signed before me, 

(Signed) G. CHASSEAUD, Vice-ConmL 
Witnesses: 

(Signed) G. Gsotke. 

C. Hambak. 


Sub-Inclosure 2 in Inclosure 1. 
Mr. Thurburn to Artin Bey. 


Excellence Caire, le 3 Mars, 184G. 

SON Altesse ayant definitivement annonce son intention dc prendre entre 
ses mains le transit des passagers entre Suez et Alexandrie, j’ai adresse une 
lettre sous la date du 15 Janvier passe, it M. Minas Effendi (interprete du 
Viceroi), en lui remettant traduction de mon contrat avec les proprietaires ii 
Bombay des stations sur la route de Suez, pour elre communiquee au Viceroi, 
afin que son Altesse put prendre les mesures convenables pour obtenir la cession 
en sa faveur de ces etablissemens de la part des proprietaires, qui sont les seuls 
ayant le pouvoir d’en disposer. J’ai cru necessaire de faire cctte communication 
it son Altesse, croyant qu’elle aurait prefere de suivie la marche regulierc des 
affaires dans une circonstance aussi delicate, ct afin de mettre en meme terns 
ma responsabilite comme locataire it couvert de tout desagrement ulterieur. 
Maintenant je viens d'apprendre de la part de son Excellence Abbas Pacha, 
qu’il ne croit pas it propos d’attendre le consentement des proprietaires de 
Bombay, et qu’aprbs le prochain passage des voyageurs, son Excellence est dans 
l’intention de proceder sans autre formalite ii prendre possession de ces 
stations. J’ai fait connaitre it son Excellence que je n’etais nulLuncnt dans le 
cas de prendre sur moi la responsabilite d’un procede aussi irregulier, et qu’il 
etait absolument indispensable que je t'usse muni d’un document de la part des 
autorites locales, s’engageant de repondre it qui de droit de loutes les conse¬ 
quences qui peuvent resulter de cette infraction de mon contrat avec les 
proprietaires de Bombay. 

Si la mesure proposce par son Excellence Abbas Pacha a ete approuvee par 
le Viceroi, je prie votre Excellence de vouloir obtenir prealablement pour ma 
justification envers les proprietaires susuits, un document de la part de son 
Altesse, qui me decharge de toute espbee de responsabilite pour les suites de la 
demarche prematuree dont il est question. 

Je profite, &c. 

(Signe) R. THURBURN. 


(Translation.) 


Excellency, Cairo , March 3, 184*0. 

HIS Highness having announced definitively his intention to take into his 
hands the transit of passengers between Suez and Alexandria, I addressed a 
letter under date 15th January last, to Minas Efiendi (the Viceroy’s interpreter), 
transmitting to him a translation of my contract with the proprietors at Bombay 
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of the stations on the road to Suez, to be communicated to the Viceroy, in 
order that his Highness might take the proper steps for obtaining the cession in 
his favour of those establishments on the part of the proprietors who alone 
have the power to dispose of them ; I deemed it necessary to make that com¬ 
munication to his Highness, believing that he would have preferred following 
the regular course of business in a circumstance of so much delicacy; and in 
order at the same time to protect my responsibility as lessee against any further 
occurrence of a disagreeable nature. Meanwhile I am informed on the part of 
his Excellency Abbas Pasha, that he does not think proper to wait for the 
consent of the proprietors at Bombay, and that after the ensuing transit of 
passengers, his Excellency intends to proceed without further formality to take 
possession of those stations. 

1 intimated to his Excellency that I was by no means in a situation to 
take upon myself the responsibility of so irregular a proceeding, and that it was 
absolutely indispensable that I should be furnished with a document on the part 
of the local authorities, engaging to answer to whomsoever it might concern, for 
all the consequences that might result from this infraction of my contract with 
the proprietors of Bombay. 

If the measure contemplated by his Excellency Abbas Pasha has been 
sanctioned by the Viceroy, I beg your Excellency will obtain previously, for my 
justification with the proprietors aforesaid, a document on the part of his 
Highness discharging me from all kind of responsibility for the consequences of 
the premature proceeding in question. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) R. THURBURN. 


Sub-Inclosure 3 in Inclosure l. 


Mr. Thurburn to Artin Bey. 

Excellence, Alexandrie, le 8 Juin, 1846. 

AYANT adresse au Bureau de l’Administration du Commerce un prospectus 
dc 1’evaluation de l’entrcprisc du transit au moment que son Altesse en a pris 
possession, j’ai cru it propos de vous communique!’ separement les observations 
que j’aurais a faire sur le memo, afin d’epargner ii son Altesse des explications 
ennuyeuses. 

Lorsque le transit fut achete par moi de Hill et Cie. 1’evaluation dtablie par 
eux s’e'levait a 102,895 piastres, dont la sommede 22,500 piastres hgurait pour la 
jouissance ou bonne entree de l’eutreprise. Mais comme les fonds que son 
Altesse a eu la bonte de m’avancer pour cet achat n’dtaient pas suffisans pour 
en completer Pentier paiement, il a ete convetm de payer 5 Hill et Cie. sur-le- 
ehamp 60.000piastres, outre la sonnne de 7,575 piastres leclambe par les memes 
et adjugee en leur favour par arbitrage; et le restunt du pnx d’achat leur devait 
£tre compense par une taxe inensuelle sur chaque voyageur qui se servirait des 
moyens de transport du transit pendant les trois premibres annees. Ces deux 
sommes font un total de 67,575 piastres. 

Les amelioratiorts ct augmentations effectuees par' moi depuis le com¬ 
mencement, montent, d’aprbs l’inventaire detaille annexe au susdit prospectus, 
it 73,021 -jVo piastres, et jointes aux paiemens mensuels faits a Hill et Cie. pour 
la taxe sur les voyageurs, fonnent un ensemble de 172,277 - jl u 0 4 o piastres. Comme 
il n’y a ancune exageration dans les prix des objets compris dans cet inventaire, 
je ne doute nullement qu’il ne suit approuve par son Altesse. 

Je dois pourtant vous prior de sou mettre a la consideration de son Altesse 
les sacrifices non indifferens qui m’ont ete occasionnes par la perte de cette 
entfeprise it i’epoque ou elle commem;ait it donner des benefices certains, et it 
presenter une ressource bien assuree pour ma famille, encore assez nombreuse, 
Mais du moment que la possession du transit etait devenue un objet de haute 
politique pour le Gouvernement Egyptian, je n’ai jamais prdsente la moindre 
opposition au desir de son Altesse de s’en rendre maitre, malgre les ofires de la 
part des autorites x\nglnises de soutenir nus droits comme propriotaire; et j’ai 
jnbme rejote des propositions avantageuses d’achats qui in’ont etc faites par des 
















individus puissans, afin de ne pas creer des embarras pour son Altesse dans 
l’exdcution de son projet. 

Pendant mes relations avec l’Egypte je crois d’avoir donne des preuves 
non-equivoques de devouement pour son Altesse. La bonne foi et l’egard 
pour ses intdr&ts qui ont ete manifestos par moi dans cette derniere transaction 
seront certainement apprecies par elle, et meriteront la confiance que je n’ai 
jamais cesse de reposer dans sa generosite et justice. 

Je prends encore la liberte de vous prier de faire present a son Altesse le 
contrat etabli entre moi et les proprietaires a Bombay des stations sur la route 
de Suez, en vertu duquel je suis autorise & percevoir jusqu’au 26 Juin, 1848, 
un droit sur les voyageurs qui se serviront de ces stations; et si son Altesse 
croit que j’ai quelque titre a une indemnite pour la privation imprevue de l’entre- 
prise du transit, j’espere qu’elle voudra bien m’accorder la jouissancede ce droit 
pendant l’espace de cinq ans, ou la continuation en faveur de ma f'amille si je 
venais k mourir dans l’intervalle. 

L’objet de cette lettre etant de la plus grande importance pour moi, j’espere 
que votre Excellence me pardonnera la liberte que je prends en la priant d’etre 
l’intermediaire de mes sentimens auprOs de son Altesse. 

Agreez, &c. 

(Signe) R. THURBURN. 

Piastres. 

60,000 

7,575 

31,082-50 

Piastres 1 >9,257 .50 payd a Hill et Cie. 


(Translation.) 

Excellency, Alexandria, June 8, 1846. 

HAVING addressed to the office of the Administration of Commerce a 
prospectus of the valuation of the Transit Establishment at the period when his 
Highness took possession ot it, I have thought proper to communicate to you 
separately the observations which I have to make on the same, in order to save 
his Highness the perusal of tedious explanations. 

When the transit was purchased by me of Hill and Co., the valuation 
established by them amounted to 102,895 dollars, of which the sum of 22,500 
dollars was put down for the goodwill of the undertaking. But as the funds 
which his Highness was pleased to advance me for that purchase were not 
sufficient for completing the entire payment, it was agreed to pay to Hill and 
Co. immediately 00,000 dollars, besides the sum of 7,575 dollars claimed by 
them, and adjudicated in their favour by arbitration ; and the rest of the pur¬ 
chase-money was to be made up by a monthly allowance on every traveller who 
should make use of the Transit’s means of conveyance during the first three 
years. These two sums form a total of 67,575 dollars. 

The ameliorations and augmentations effected by me since the commence¬ 
ment, amount, acccording to the detailed inventory annexed to the aforesaid 
prospectus, to 73,02liVo dollars, and, with the monthly payments made to Hill 
and Co. for the tax on passengers, form an aggregate of 172,277-,Vo dollars. 
As there is no exaggeration in the prices of the objects comprised in that inven¬ 
tory, I do not doubt that it will be approved of by his Highness. 

I must however beg you to submit to the consideration of his Highness the 
considerable sacrifices occasioned to me by the loss of that undertaking, at a 
period when it had begun to yield certain profits and to present a well-assured 
resource for my family, which is still sufficiently numerous. But from the 
moment that the transit had become an object of high political importance for 
the Egyptian Government, I never presented the least opposition to the desire 
m.inif sted by his Highness of rendering himself master of it, notwithstanding 
the offers on the part of the English authorities to support my rights as pro¬ 
prietor ; and 1 even rejected advantageous offers of purchase made to me by 
powerful individuals, in order not to create embarrassments for his Highness 
in the execution of his project. 
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unequivocal "proofs of aZchmen"tohis HHm e ! bdi T? 1 haTe s °™ 

for his interests which have been evinced^v ™ • Ti*® f g °° d faith and regard 

fail to be appreciated by Ids Highness and win m Ul . 1S . ast transaction cannot 

have never ceased to repose m Ins gene.Vsffv and “r the con,ide '^e which I 
I take the liberty nV,;„ i » , ue ' oslt y and justice. 

contract entered into between me^nrHI ^ Wi “ re P resent to Ins Highness the 
on the road to Suez, 

June, 1848, a charge on the travellers matin- l! f? t0 ev 7 U P to the 26th 
Highness thinks me entitled to an indemnitv^f ? }} l ° Se S * ations > and if his 
ti-ansd enterprise, I trust that he will be pleased m L '? uut ° rQS ™ loss of the 
at light during the space of five years, or the >-e^ ? m Vthe continuation of 
fanuly should I die in the interval. ’ eversion of it in favour of my 

that your Excellency will pardoiftht hffiertyT' hT• , mp ° rtance for me > I hope 
he the interpreter ot my sentiments to his Highness! *" V ^ UCStm - that you will 

Accept, &c. 

Dollars. (Sisned) R- THURBURN. 

60,000 
7,575 
31,682-50 


Dollars ^,257-50 paid to Hill and Co. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 79 . 

The lij.jht Hon. E. J. Stanley to Mr. Tlmrbnrn. 


Sir, 

I AM directed by Viscount 16, 1847. 

letter of the 12th instant, rep,™Lti ! ? ^knowledge the receipt of your 
service and station houses „ B^Pt rame i Z"’ "’f 5 u “ der "' hicl > the transit 
to those of Meliemct Ali, an = , kitpr fo f y °T l !i" ltIs !lnd «'«'e transferred 
Government to procure a settle.r.entof Jo ‘ , 00 ^ ^ ° f H .“ 

AlL J pccumaiy differences with Mehemet 


I am to state to vou in vm-Wt* il f v n • • * 
themselves in complicated pecimiorv trans subjects choose to involve 

w,th the subordinate " lth foreign Govern,non ZZ 

consequences of their own imprudent m'eaihtT'" 01 ""’, the T must abit,e by the 
Majesty s Government to interfere inkuc?inatters! '“ USt " 0t “l*** Her 

1 am, &o. 

(tojgned) £. , r , STANLEY. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 79 . 

•Vr. T/turburn to Viscount Palmerston. 


Mv Lord, London , November 18, 1847 

I HAVE the honour t n n i , , 28<Jft ’ lle 9 cnt Street. 

totter, under .Into tin. | (ith “mb,T C ‘ pl , of tlle Ilon - Mr. Stanley's 

to reply to my letter of the 1211 , hi'st'iut " 1C >y 0rdc1 ' 0, '> r °“‘' Lordship, 

the liberty to lay before y0 „ ‘ * | c “ m l?' " hidl 1 had taken 

decision is founded on a convirtim ti f onl y. conclude that your Lordship’s 
- .Hoga, ebarncter which disentiUe ,ne 7 
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contract of sale made to me by Messrs. Hill and Co. of their Transit Establish¬ 
ment in Egypt; the other a contract for leasing to me the Desert station-houses 
between Cairo and Suez, on the part of the Bombay Steam Fund Committee, 
and which was infringed by the Egyptian Government taking unwarranted 
possession of those stations more than two years before the expiration of my 
lease, without offering an adequate compensation for the injury thus inflicted 

on me. 

As the British Consular authorities in Egypt, as well as those of France, 
Austria, and other European States, invariably extend their protection to 
engineers, mechanics, and other individuals entering into engagements with the 
Egyptian Government and having pecuniary differences to settle, it did not 
appear to me that mv case could justly be considered as an exceptional one ; or 
if such be the view taken of it, I should feel greatly obliged to your Lordship to 
have that point decided by reference to Her Majesjy’s legal advisers. 

My intercourse with Egypt has now extended over a period of more than 
forty years, during which I may venture to state that I have not given occasion 
for a single complaint on the part of the British authorities in that country. 
Your Lordship is perhaps not unaware that during a part of that time 1 also 
held Her Majesty’s commission as Consul at Alexandria. It is not for me to 
say whether, in attending to my own concerns, I have neglected any opportu¬ 
nities of promoting British interests generally; but I must confess that I enter¬ 
tained an impression that my conduct in Egypt, both private and official, had 
been sufficiently patriotic and upright to give me some claim to the benefit of 
the good offices of Her Majesty’s Government in protecting me against the 
exercise of arbitrary power, even in a case where my rights might not be 

established by strictly legal and technical forms. 

I trust therefore that 1 shall not be deemed indiscreet in again soliciting 
your Lordship’s compliance with my request to that extent, should it appear, on 
consulting the law authorities of the Crown, that the merits of my case do not 
give me a title to a more decided interference on the part of Her Majesty’s 
Government; nothing being farther from my wish than to compromise British 
influence in Egypt by the advocacy of claims that have no plausible foundation 
either in equity or justice. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 11. THURBURN. 


\ 


Inclosure 4 in No. 79. 

The Right Hon . E, J. Stanley to Mr. Thurburn . 

Foreign Office, December 8, 1847. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to acquaint you, that in compliance 
with the request contained in your letter of the 18th ultimo, that letter and 
also your previous one of the 12th ultimo on the subject ot your pectmiaiy 
differences with the Pasha of Egypt, have been submitted to the Law Adviser of 
the Crown, who has reported to his Lordship, that lor the reason stated in my 
letter to you of the 16th ultimo, Her Majesty’s Government are not called upon 

to interfere in your case. 

Under these circumstances Viscount Palmerston regrets that he cannot 
instruct Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt to take any step* to 
procure a settlement of your claims on the Egyptian Go\ eminent. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. J. STANLEY. 


f tie-. 
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No. 80. 

Mr. Trevelyan to Mr. Addinqton. 

Sir, _ 

i * Mnn , , , , lreasury Chambers, January 7, 1848. . 

Treasury to transmit*) you t for ^‘' f . ls f Com " lissionei ? of Her Majesty’s 
copies of a correspondence relative ,'".i 0 ' matlon of Viscount Palmerston, 
between London a.Kl Alexandra ,n, P' 0vement ° f routes 

I am, &,c. 

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 80, 

Mail Routes between London and Alexandria. 

., ^ J ^-^ I °US representations having been received nt m 

o h f^ 

^ C : r "n":t a i.et 

veyed'as ^ Engla " d to Alex “*ia then were, and still are. con- 

to Matoon 1 of^T S °“thampton 

belonging to the Peninsular and Or ental STn”^ horse-poWr, 

on the 7th of 

Government (the Transit Postage fixed hv r Mars ® ,1Ies . b y the French 
ounce), and from Marseilles to Malta bv Her M '“I i* 13 * ls ' Sd - an 
of which are appointed for this service fiv^lm S steamers > two 

the Mediterranean At* Mnlfo if in* Vr *i i commanding in 

the 3rd of the same nVonth J ” S ‘ h ° ^ Which left Southamptof on 

Mail' 1 ! 6 co°n™ed Ia !™'TlSi^o 2u? ° f the Bo "> ba y 

steamer of 18(1 horse-power belonffint n - the above-mentioned 
Company; and at Malta one* of the Mmls isVrnn^E 6 "^\ Penins ular 

steamers for conveyance to Marseilles and tho ® .? rred to Her Majesty’s 
and Oriental Company’s steamer of 28f) bn,- - . ° ot lcr to the Peninsular 

ConsLintinople, for conveyance to Southampton 1 . 50 ^ 1 ’ °” ltS return from 

eIl *u s ular and Oriental Company receive 15 52 * 1 / 

hy^m^^ir’die^dfstann) fi'om’sou'tlnmi! ^ ben b’bein*g^at^ the’rate^of 
The^ntract is a provisio^^^-^— mMbach. 

on thc^)th' S of > evci^'month,^mid U u a conven|d n to^A^ * ca ''cs Southampton 

change of vessels, in steamers of not les^thaii na ’ With ° Ut any 

Return Mail is conveyed from Alexmrlrinf« «s 4 °?u h power » and the 
manner. This service is perfon^ the sain e 

Company under a contract for five years wldeh ?" ental and Peninsular 
tember 1840 and ended in Sentembe’ifm h . i ^ : * ommenced in Sep- 
terminable at twelve months’ notice the contract is now 

of the contract was 37,000/ after which j. payment for the first year 
abatements according to the terms of tbVL f S ? duced h Y gradual 

wlueh a further deduction of 3,500/. was madfin 1849 32 ’ 000/ ’’ from 
the Ionian Island Service being given un lenvinJ on account of 
now actually made 28,500/. or at the ratc'of& a 3rf S a.mU e annUal payn,ent 








88 


The second branch of the Calcutta and China Mail is dispatched from 
London on the 24th of each month, and is conveyed from Marseilles to 
Malta (where it joins the main line) by an Admiralty steamer, in the same 
manner as the second branch of the Bombay Mail, and the Return Mail is 
conveyed from Malta to Marseilles in the same manner. 

r , kl F s , tearaers whi ch now convey the Calcutta and China Mail 
oi the 20th of each month between Southampton and Alexandria, ought, ac¬ 
cording to the terms of the contract, to convey the Bombay Mail of the 3rd 

. riJ ?" C0n ^ rac ^ for the use of these large steamers was formed 

in 1840 for the conveyance of the Bombay Mails, and those Mails were 
actually so conveyed until the Calcutta and China line was established 
m 1845, when the large steamers were, at the request of the contractors, 
permitted to be transferred to the Calcutta and China line, in order to 
accommodate the larger number of passengers passing by that route and 
the provisional contract at the rate of 4 s. 6 d. a-mile, ‘which had been 
formed for the conveyance of the Calcutta and China Mails, was permitted 
to be applied to the Bombay Mail. It was, however, fully understood, 

that this was a temporary arrangement, and that it was liable at any 
time to be revoked. J 

Previously to Sir Robert Peel quitting office last year, it was 
arranged that the whole of the Mails to and from Bombay should be sent 
by way of Marseilles (the transmission of the first portion of this Mail 
from Southampton on the 3rd of each month being discontinued), and that 
two efficient Admiralty steam-vessels, with a spare vessel at Malta, should 
be employed to maintain the direct fortnightly communication with Alex¬ 
andria, by Marseilles and Malta. 

The Admiralty reported that steam-vessels of 250 horse-power, and 
of 600 or 650 tons, would be best adapted for this speedy service; and 
they estimated that the total annual cost of the three vessels would be 
14,680/., and that as the annual cost of the line proposed to be dis¬ 
continued was 15,525/., there would be an annual saving of 845/., besides 
an increase of Postage of 2000/. a-year arising from the higher rate of Post¬ 
age charged for letters sent by the Marseilles route. 

It w'as calculated that with good and efficient steam-vessels, w r hich 
should be ready to start immediately the Mails were placed on board, 
without being detained lor Passengers, and by a reduction of the stops to 
the lowest limits, the voyage between Marseilles and Alexandria might be 
performed in 6£ days, and the entire transit between London and Suez in 
I2b 2 days, the average in the former case being now' 8. 1 ., and in the latter 
15f days. 

It w'as stated that as all letters were sent by Marseilles, which w r ere 
not specially addressed via Southampton, the largest proportion of letters 
was already sent by way of Marseilles.* 

On the 5th of June the then Postmaster-General, Lord St. Germans, 
reported to the Treasury that in his opinion these “ arrangements were 
eligible and desirable,” and he expressed his hope that it would be found 
expedient to carry them into execution. 

This plan w'as accordingly approved by the Treasury, and the Post¬ 
master-General was desired to take the necessary steps, in communication 
with the Admiralty, for carrying it into effect; upon which a correspondence 
took place between the Post Office and the Admiralty on various points 
of Post Office detail connected with the preparation of Time-Tables, which 
ended in Colonel Maberly applying to the Treasury to call the particular 
attention of the Admiralty to the subject; but in the meantime the change 
of Government had taken place, and the flood of business connected w ith 
the Irish and Scotch Relief Measures, led to the matter being postponed. 

On the 28th April last the Lords of the Admiralty stated to the Trea¬ 
sury. that having taken into consideration the present state of the Postal 
Communication between Malta and Marseilles, they had come to the conclu¬ 
sion that it was desirable to transfer the conveyance of the Mails from 

* See Letters from the Postmaster-General, March 7; the Admiralty, May 8; and the 
Postmaster-General, June 5, 1846. 
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contract;—that*tho^eninsular ^ntTor' 6 t j ° ] ^ rivate st eam-vessels under 
stated that they were nremred fn i 1 ® n f a Company had confidentially 
also the line of JSTttS ^ ani 

mileage rate of 1 Is a -mile w k:«iT A, ancJ the loman Islands, for a 
-that the four Go to about £22,000 i-year* 
these two lines cost 31 850 /. ib?ILfr ltl ° ned . at Malta for the service of 
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As the Mails which are sent by Southampton and Gibraltar wait the 
arrival of the Marseilles Mail at Malta, nothing whatever is gained in 
point of time by sending letters by way of Southampton on the 3rd 
instead of the 7th, or on the 20th instead of the 24th ; while in each case 
the parties are under the disadvantage of posting their letters four days 
sooner than if all the letters were sent by the land route, and much 
expense and inconvenience is occasioned at the different post ollicex, by the 
necessity of making up four mails instead of two. The postage on the 
Marseilles route is higher, being Is. 10 d. on a letter under a quarter of 
an ounce, while on the Southampton route it is only a shilling for a letter 
not exceeding half an ounce; but no complaint has ever been made of this 
rate; and it would appear from the Postmaster-General's letter dated the 7th 
March, 1846, that the higher rate of postage is already voluntarily paid by 
the great majority of private persons. Nevertheless, the present rate of 
Postage by wav of Marseilles might be felt to be too high when no option 
existed of sending letters by another and a cheaper route, in which case 
it may now be revised; although this did not form part of the arrange¬ 
ment resolved on last year by the late Hoard of Treasury, and which 
woidd have been carried into effect if it had not been for the intervention 
of accidental circumstances. If that arrangement is now carried out, the 
rate payable to France by Convention will have to be paid by the public for 
the conveyance of the numerous official despatches which are at present 
sent by way of Gibraltar, which is an argument, as far as it goes, for 
retaining the present rate of postage on private letters. 

All our contracts for the conveyance of the Mails by sea have been 
formed on the principle that the public is concerned only in the convey¬ 
ance of the Mails, and that the conveyance of passengers is a matter of 
private interest, with which the Government has nothing to do ; but it has 
been found difficult to carry this out in practice. The most serious 
obstacle to the acceleration of the Indian Mails, arises from the manner in 
which the Peninsular and Oriental Company's steamers arc made to wait 
the arrival of the passengers at the different points of embarkation ; and 
it is an additional recommendation of the change now proposed, that 
by means of it this difficulty would be got over as regards a great portion 
of the route, and we should be able between Marseilles and Alexandria, 
and Trieste and Alexandria, to enforce what ought to be the invariable 
rule, that the steamer should be waiting, with her fires lighted, ready 
to put off the moment the Mails arrive. The great resort of Passengers 
until the railroads are completed will continue to lie by the long sea-route 
through the Straits of Gibraltar, and those who wish for a quicker pas¬ 
sage through France or Germany, must be on board at the time appointed 
for the embarkation of the Mails. 

Of the tw r o contracts with the Peninsular and Oriental Company, that 
which w r as first formed with them, at the rate of 8<. 3 d. a-mile, is much 
higher than present circumstances justify ; and even if no other alteration 
were to be made, this contract ought to be greatly reduced. It was 
formed for the conveyance of the Mails to and from a part of India w Inch 
offers the least resources in Passengers, and was afterwards permitted to 
be transferred to another route (.the Calcutta and China), on which there 
is the greatest resort of Passengers, of a class able to pay high fares, of 
any in the world; a much smaller and cheaper class of vessels being in 
the meantime placed by the Company on the Bombay route. This 
arrangement was entirely provisional, until something permanent should 
be decided on, and the time has now arrived for bringing it to an early 
close. 

The Steam Navigation Company which is a branch of the Association 
called the “Austrian Lloyd's,” claims the exclusive conveyance of Passen¬ 
gers and Mails to and from Trieste, in virtue of certain privileges alleged 
to have been conferred on the Association bv the Austrian Government, 
and the Austrian Lloyd’s has offered to contract for the conveyance of our 
Mails the whole way from London to Alexandria, on the understanding 
that thev will be accompanied by an Agent of the British Post Ollice, in 
the same manner as the Marseilles Mail. Upon this several questions arise 
which may be stated as follows: 1st. Whether it would not be proper to 
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employ none but British vessels in the conveyance of our Mails. 2nd. 
Whether the Austrian Government would permit British contract vessels 
to convey British Alai Is and Passengers, or British Mails only, between 
Trieste and Alexandria; and 3rd. Whether, supposing the preceding 
question to be answered in the negative, it would permit British Govern¬ 
ment vessels to convey our Mails and Passengers, or our Mails only, 
between Trieste and Alexandria, as part of a more extensive arrange¬ 
ment, by which the Mails would be forwarded by the Austrian railroads. 

It has been taken for granted that the French Government will not 
object to our Indian INI ails being conveyed between Marseilles and Alex¬ 
andria in British contract vessels, but i am not aware whether there are 
any positive grounds for the assumption. 

1 entertain no doubt that it is the cheapest and best arrangement to 
employ contract Vessels for the conveyance of our Mails, whenever it is 
practicable to do so. 


i he measures I would suggest, therefore, are as follows:— 

First. That notice be immediately given to the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company, of the intention of the Government to terminate at the end 
of the prescribed period of twelve months, the contract at the rate of 8.9. 3d. 
a-mile, which was originally formed for the conveyance of the Bombay 
Mail, but has since been permitted to be applied to the conveyance of the 
Calcutta and China Mail, and after the termination of that contract, to 
require that the Calcutta and China Mails shall be conveyed at the rate 
of 4s. 6 d. a-mile, according to the terms of the agreement. 

Secondly. That the branch of the Bombay Mail which leaves South¬ 
ampton on the 3rd of each month be discontinued, and that the whole of 
that Mail be sent by way of Marseilles. 

Thirdly. That tenders be invited for the conveyance of the Mails 
by steam between Marseilles and Alexandria, in such vessels as may be 
finally determined by the Admiralty to be best adapted to attain the 
greatest degree of speed. 

Fourthly. That the intentions of the Austrian Government in regard 
to the conveyance of the Mails in British vessels between Trieste and 
Ale xandria, be ascertained as above described; and supposing no obstacle 
to present itself in this quarter, that a negotiation be opened to obtain the 
privilege of sending closed Mails through the States on the present line of 
the Trieste Railroad. As the Governments of Austria and Prussia are 
anxious to have our Mails conveyed by this route, they will no doubt 
consent to reasonable terms ; and will probably undertake to arrange for 
the conveyance of the Mails through the smaller States on the same terms 
as arc agreed on with themselves. Owing to the greater length of the land 
route to Trieste, and the superior bulk of the Calcutta and China Mails, 
to which the Australian Mails will before long be added, the rate to be 
paid to the intermediate Governments on this route ought to be less than 
that paid to France, although the aggregate amount may be greater 
And, 

Fifthly. That as soon as this point has been secured, tenders should 
bo invited for the conveyance of the Mails by steam in British contract 
vessels between Trieste and Alexandria, or that Government vessels 
should be employed for the purpose, according to the result of the previous 
communication with the Austrian Government. 

Other Lines of Railroad are in progress, the completion of which 
will hereafter render some modification of these arrangements necessary 
with a view to a further acceleration of the Mails ; and it is more imme¬ 
diately important that a Railway should be constructed between Bruck 
and Munich, on which subject then' has already been some communication 
with the Austrian Government. When this is done the direct line between 
Osteml and Trieste will be completed, with the exception of the distance 
along the course of the Rhine from Bonn to Muvence. 

Treasury, ' C. E, TREVELYAN. 

September 30, 1847. 
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Treasury Minute on the preceding, dated October 15, 1847. 

Tiansmit a copy of this memorandum to the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty and the Postmaster-General, and request that they will 
infoim this Board what course it will, in their opinion, be advisable to 
adopt in reference to the important subject of it. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 80. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Admiralty, November 2, 1847. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 15th ultimo, transmitting a copy of 
a memorandum on the arrangements for the conveyance of the mails between 
London and Alexandria, I am commanded by Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, that they concur in opinion with the proposal that the 
contract ol August 1840 with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company, bo terminated by immediately giving the required notice of twelve 
months ; and that the agreement of May 1845 be continued, if the company 
are willing, for the conveyance of the Calcutta and Chinese mails. 

1 his would leave the conveyance of the Bombay mails between Marseilles 
and Alexandria, and that of the Calcutta and China mails between Marseilles 
and Malta, to be provided for. 

If a private company can be found whose estimate of the profits to be 
deiived from the traffic consequent on the conveyance of these mails would 
induce them to undertake it for a much less sum than it would cost the 
Government, my Lords do not see any valid grounds for withholding it from 
them; but an offer to perform this service at the rate of 1 Is. a-milc would 
furnish no sufficient inducement fur entering into a contract; and it should be 
borne in mind that in the event of hostilities in the Mediterranean, these packets 
would be more capable of defence, and be more serviceable, if belonging to Her 
Majesty’s Navy. 

My Lords arc of opinion that it will be desirable to ascertain clearly what 
terms could be obtained from parties disposed to tender, but without under¬ 
taking to accept any offer which docs not insure a considerable saving of money 
over the present arrangement. 

In the event of a contract being entered into, effectual provision should be 
made for securing that the vessels be built so as to carry a suitable armament, 
and be of wood; and a power should be reserved to the Government to substi¬ 
tute any other port of the Mediterranean or Adriatic for Marseilles as the place 
of embarkation; and no difficulty need arise as to the payment, if it be made 
according to the mileage actually performed. In the present incipient state of 
railway communication on the Continent, it is not easy to foresee which may 
become the most rapid line of transit to Egypt. Some expectation has been 
raised of a railway to Brindisi, and also of one across Switzerland, occupying 
the greatest part of the interval between Basle and Genoa. 

It seems certainly most desirable that no time should be lost in opening 
negotiations with the Governments of Austria and Prussia, and of the other 
States through which the Trieste route passes, for the purpose of obtaining 
favourable terms as to postage, but without binding Her Majesty’s Government 
necessarily to make use of this route for any length of time. 

I am directed to advert, though perhaps it may be hardly necessary to do 
so, to a slight inaccuracy in the 2nd page of the printed memorandum contained 
in your letter. It is there stated that an estimate sent in by the Board of 
Admiralty was for the total annual cost of three vessels, whereas that estimate 
was only intended to be understood as the answer to the request made in the 
Treasury letter of 19th March, 1846, for an estimate of the additional expense 
likely to be incurred by the measures proposed. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) II. G. WARD. 
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Inclosure 3 in 80. 

The Postmaster-General to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

My Lords, General Post Office, December 16, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Trevelyan’s letter 
of the 15th October last, with its inclosures, relative to the arrangements 
proposed for the conveyance of the Indian mails between London and Alex¬ 
andria, and to state that I concur in the suggestion to establish fast steam- 
packets direct between Marseilles and Alexandria, and to discontinue the 
packets which leave Southampton for Alexandria on the 3rd of the month ; the 
mails that are sent by that branch being forwarded by way of Marseilles. 

This arrangement is in accordance with that proposed last year, and it was 
calculated that if efficient steam-vessels were established between Marseilles 
and Alexandria, the distance between London and Alexandria might be per¬ 
formed in ten days, without reference to any acceleration of the journey 
through France, which would of course take place if the mails, instead of being 
conveyed by the ordinary road, as at present, were transported by the railroads 
which it appears are already constructed for a great part of the way, as I am 
given to understand, that out of 075 miles, the distance between Calais and 
Marseilles, 251 miles of railroad are completed, and that in the spring of 1848 
upwards of 100 miles more will in all probability be finished. 

The average time occupied by Lieutenant Waghorn’s expresses upon the 
occasion of the trial trips between Alexandria and London via Trieste, according 
to the best information this department can obtain, appears to have been rather 
more than ten and a-half days, and it must be borne in mind that, in the case 
of theso expresses, special trains on railroads were had recourse to, and other 
facilities afforded, whilst there was no great weight like that of the Indian 
mails (weighing upon an average nearly one ton) to be conveyed; and I am 
therefore of opinion that the route through France will prove more expeditious 
and certain for the transmission of the Indian mails than that through Germany. 
Nevertheless, I consider it will be politic and expedient to conclude Conven¬ 
tions which will enable the British Government to avail itself of the German 
lines should circumstances render such a course advisable. The expense, 
however, will be great, if even the ordinary railway trains upon those lines 
should be adopted, and the cost will be much increased if conveyance by special 
trains (which to ensure any speed would be necessary) should be resorted to. 
If the mail be sent by the route travelled by Captain Bloomfield in 1842-43, 
and by Lieutenant Waghorn recently, it must pass through Belgium, Prussia, 
Nassau, Darmstadt, Baden, Wurtemburg, Bavaria ar.d Austria. To Belgium 
and Prussia alone the British Post Office is bound to pay Is. 6 d. for every 
ounce weight of letters, that is, lOd. for the former and 8 d. for the latter State, 
(being, within 2d., equal to the amount paid to France, viz.. Is. 8 d. per ounce,) 
and these rates do not provide for any other than the ordinary conveyances. 
With the other States alluded to, this country possesses no Postal Conventions, 
but although the rate of transit postage demanded by each State might be 
comparatively low, 1 conceive the aggregate amount would be great, and in all 
probability very onerous, if express trains were employed. It should always be 
borne in mind that France provides a special conveyance for the Indian mails, 
and is moreover bound to perform the journey within a fixed period. 

I beg leave to point out that the route through Belgium, Hanover, Bruns¬ 
wick, and through Austiia, via Berlin, although more circuitous, would pro¬ 
bably be less expensive than by the other line through Germany, as the pay¬ 
ments to be made would be confined to fewer States. By this route, in addition 
to the rates payable to Belgium and Prussia, as stated above, the British office 
would have to pay 10/. to Ilanover, and 5/. to Brunswick, for each mail passing 
through the territories of these countries; but these sums provide only for 
ordinary conveyances; and if special means of transport are resorted to, the 
British Post office is bound to pay the expense of conveyance also. 

’faking as a basis the amount of transit postage paid to France for the con¬ 
veyance of the Indian mails through that country in 1846, viz. 11,860/., the 
aggregate sum to be paid to Belgium, Prussia, Hanover, and Brunswick, 
according to the stipulations of the Conventions with these States, may be 
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estimated at, about 11,400/. for one year, to which there would remain to be 
added the transit rate to be paid to Austria. 

Should your Lordships decide upon entering into negotiation with Austria 
and the other German States through which the mails must pass, I would 
suggest that Viscount Palmerston be requested to ascertain whether the rail¬ 
ways in these States are constructed with double or single lines ol rails, as I 
understand that for a great portion of the distance the rails are in single lines 
only ; and if this be the case, the progress of the mails by express trains would 
of course be liable to frequent interruptions, and stoppages of some hours must 
constantly occur. 

I believe it is in contemplation to construct a line of railway from Bale to 
Alexandria (Sardinia); and if the scheme be carried into execution, it appears to 
me that this route will hereafter be found well adapted for the passage of the 
Indian mails, which might be forwarded by way of Ancona, Brindisi, or some 
other point in Italy on the coast of the Adriatic; and I submit that conventions 
might usefully be made with the German States, Switzerland, and Sardinia, and 
also with the smaller Italian States, with a view to the transmission of the Indian 
mails by that line, if such a measure should be deemed advisable at any future 
period. 

I have only to add, with reference to Mr. Trevelyan’s remarks in his 
memorandum as to the conveyance of the Indian mails between Marseilles and 
Alexandria in British contract vessels, that the power to transport the mails in 
such vessels to and from Marseilles is reserved to the British Government by 
Article LVII1 of the French Postal Convention of 3rd April, 1843. 

I beg to return the original documents forwarded to this department from 
the Treasury. 

I Vinvp 

(Signed) ’ CLANRICARDE. 


Inclosure 4 in 80. 

Treasury Minute dated January 4, 1848. 

MY Lords have before them the letters from the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty and the Postmaster-General, dated respectively the 2nd and 16th 
ultimo, reporting their opinion on the arrangements proposed for the accelera¬ 
tion of the Mails between London and Alexandria, as explained in a memoran¬ 
dum by the Assistant Secretary to this Board, dated 30th September last. 

The Postmaster-General and the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 

• 

concur in opinion that the alteration resolved upon by Sir Robert Peel’s Govern¬ 
ment in the summer of 1846 ought now to be carried into effect; namely, that 
fast steam-packets should be established for the conveyance of the Indian Mails 
between Marseilles and Alexandria; and that the Bombay Mail, which is at 
present sent partly by contract packets from Southampton to Alexandria on the 
3rd, and partly by way of Marseilles on the 7th, of each month, should be 
entirely forwarded by way of Marseilles. 

Their Lordships approve of these alterations, and they request that the 
necessary steps may be taken by the Postmaster-General and the Lords of the 
Admiralty, acting in concert, to give elfeet to them at the earliest practicable 
period. 

For this purpose, notice should be immediately given by the Lords Commis¬ 
sioners of the Admiralty to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Com¬ 
pany, of the discontinuance of the temporary arrangement at the rate of 4s. dd. 
a-mile, by which one branch of the Bombay Mail is at present forwarded from 
Southampton to Alexandrii on the 3rd of each month. 

Notice should also he immediately given to the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company, of the intention to discontinue, at the end of the prescribed period of 
twelve months, the contract at the rate of 8.v. 3d. a-mile, which was formed in 
August 1840 for the conveyance of the Bombay Mails on the 3rd of each 
month, but which was afterwards permitted, as an accommodation to the 
Company, to he applied to the conveyance of the Calcutta and China Mails, 
when that line was established ip ’845. 
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If it should be determined hereafter to enter into a new contract for the 
conveyance of the Calcutta and China Mail between Southampton and Alex¬ 
andria on the 20th of each month, a lower rate of payment should be allowed for 
this service than 4.9. 6 d. a-mile, the rate paid for the conveyance of the Bombay 
Mail, because the large passenger traffic on the line by which the communication is 
kept up with Ceylon, Calcutta, Singapore, and China, renders it less necessary 
than on the Bombay line, that the public should contribute towards the expense 
of maintaining and navigating the vessels, over and above the fair charge for 
the actual service performed in the conveyance of the Mails. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty suggest that before it is finally 
determined whether the Mails are to be conveyed between Marseilles and Alex¬ 
andria by Government or Contract vessels, it should be clearly ascertained 
what terms can be obtained from parties disposed to tender, but without 
undertaking to accept any offer which does not ensure a considerable 
saving of money over the present arrangement; and They likewise suggest, 
that in the event of a contract being entered into, effectual provision should 
be made for securing that the vessels be built so as to carry a suitable arma¬ 
ment, and be of wood; and that a power should be reserved to the Government 
to substitute any other port of the Mediterranean or Adriatic for Marseilles aa 
the place of embarkation, the payment being made according to the mileage 
actually performed. 

The Lords of the Treasury entirely approve of this course, and it is their 
wish that all parties likely to tender for the conveyance of the Mails between 
Marseilles and Alexandria on the conditions proposed, should have the fullest 
opportunity given them of doing so. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty and the Postmaster-General 
consider that negotiations should be opened with the Governments of Austria 
and Prussia, and of the other States through which the Trieste route and the 
routes through Switzerland and the Italian States pass, with a view to the 
transmission of the Indian Mails by any of those lines, if such a measure 
should be deemed advisable at any future period ; and the Postmaster-General 
suggests that means should be taken to ascertain whether the Railways on 
which the Indian Mails would be conveyed in the German States, are constructed 
with double or single lines. 

Their Lordships concur in this view, but they are of opinion that before 
a negotiation can with advantage he commenced, more precise information 
must be obtained of the local circumstances of the several routes, and of the 
facilities which they respectively otter for the conveyance of the Indian Mails; 
and that a scale should likewise be formed of the aggregate rate of transit postage 
which it would be proper for Her Majesty’s Government to otter to pay on each 
route, showing the proportions in which it would be divisible among the inter¬ 
mediate States, according to the extent to which their territories would be 
severally traversed; and it appears to this Board, that it will be conducive to the 
efficiency of the service hereafter, that this information should be collected by 
the direct agency of Her Majesty’s Post Office, for which purpose a properly 
qualified officer of that department should be selected by the Postmaster-General 
to make the necessary inquiries on the spot, and report the result. 

Transmit copies of this minute to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty and to the Postmaster-General, and request that they will take the 
necessary steps, without delay, for giving effect to the arrangements authorized 
therein. 

Also transmit copies of the whole of this correspondence to Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and to the Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India, for their information, 
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No. 81. 

The Hon. C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 8, 1848.) 
(No. 66.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 17, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 33 of the 17th of November last, informing me that the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have represented to you that they have 
been informed by the Board of Admiralty, that the departure of the contract 
steam-vessels from Suez with the Indian Mails, is delayed on account of the non¬ 
arrival at that port of passengers for embarkation rather than on account of the 
non-arrival of baggage and merchandize ; and that the passengers are in the 
habit of remaining at Alexandria, or at Cairo, longer than they would do if the 
time for the departure of the steam-vessels were more punctually fixed ; and 
your Lordship further directs me to make a careful inquiry as to the time that 
must necessarily be allowed for the journey of passengers from Alexandria to 
Suez. 

In reply to the former of these paragraphs I beg to inform your Lordship 

that in my opinion the view therein taken by the Lords of the Admiralty is not 

altogether correct; for it is an assured fact, that the passengers by transit can 

always be conveyed to Suez in a shorter space of time than that which is 

required for the transport of the baggage and merchandize. I have reason to 

think that on several occasions when a delay has taken place in the forwarding 

of the Indian Mails from Suez, that delav has arisen from the fact of the India 

• 

ships being behind their time, owing to the severity of the monsoons with which 
they have had to contend. Your Loidship is doubtless aware that at the 
seasons during which these winds prevail, five days extra are allowed for the 
performance of the voyage from Calcutta to Suez, notwithstanding this allow¬ 
ance they have several times been unable to reach Suez before the 9th of the 
month, and after their arrival they have required forty-eight hours and some¬ 
times more, for watering, coaling, and refitting. On such occasions as these 
it may easily have happened that the Mails have been detained at Suez thirty »>r 
even forty hours ; for the monsoon season, namely, that between June and 
October, is that during which the Mediterranean voyage is performed more 
rapidly than in winter, and the steamer from England frequently arrives in 
Alexandria on the 4th or 5th of the month. 

Having thus explained to your Lordship one cause of delay which may 
not have been before submitted to you, 1 proceed to the subject of the time 
occupied in the transit of passengers, baggage, and cargo through Egypt. 
Considering that Mr. Walnc’s long residence here as Consul, and his charge of 
the Indian Mails, must have afforded him the means of forming a correct 
estimate of this question, I have desired him to make a report upon it, which I 
have the the honour to inclose herewith ; and in order to enable your Lordship 
to judge for yourself from the past, I inclose likewise an abstract showing the 
time occupied in the transit of passengers and baggage, as compared with that of 
the Mails in the vears 1840 and 1847. 

After comparing Mr. Walne’s report with the information that 1 have been 
able to gather from other authentic source.'., 1 am of opinion that if a liv <1 trim 
for transit is to he specified for the whole year, Mr. Walne has rather under¬ 
stated the time required. Doubtless the transit may often be pci formed even 
in seventy-two hours, but at other seasons it may be found impossible with the 
means and machinery now in use, to reach Suez in less than eighty or eighty- 
five hours. I am therefore of opinion that if a rule were laid down that the 
steamer should leave Suez eighty-live hour'-, after the arri\al of the mails at 
Alexandria, the service of the (iovernment, as well as the interests of commerce 
and of the passengers, would he fairly consulted, it being of course undeistood 
that cases of unforeseen and unavoidable accident must form an exception. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed; Cl I. A. M UK RAY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 81. 


Consul Walne to the Hon. C. A . Murray. 

Sir, Cairo, December 15, 1847. 

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your despatch of the 14th instant, 
inclosing a copy of a despatch from Viscount Palmerston dated 17th November, 
relative to the delays which occur in the departure of the contract steam-vessels 
from Suez. 

It is only at Suez, and by a succession of observations, that it could be 
accurately ascertained whether the delays alluded to are caused by the non- 
arrival of the passengers, or by that of the baggage and cargo. From the best 
information that 1 have been able to obtain, I am led to the conclusion that the 
former is seldom the case, and indeed only when the number of passengers is 
unusually great. 

The correct measure of transit from steamer to steamer must always be 
the time taken to convey the baggage; and though this must of necessity vary 
with the seasons and the number of passengers, it might, I think, under ordinary 
circumstances, be reduced to a limit of seventy-six hours ; viz.— 

Landing, &c. at Alexandria . . . .4 hours. 

Steam transit to Boulac . . . . .32 

Landing, weighing, and loading . . . .4 

Carriage from Boulac to Suez . . . .32 

Embarking at Suez.4 


76 hours. 

The transit in an opposite direction might generally be effected in eight or 
ten hours less. In either case, however, an accompanying heavy cargo must 
occasion additional delay. 

The horses of the Transit establishment are so divided that each station 
generally contains as many as will supply relays for four vans, together with two 
or three extra animals in case of need. The four vans will contain twenty-four 
passengers, and to give the horses in the Desert a slight rest between their work, 
it is necessary to leave an interval of four hours between the starting of each 
set of carriages. From Cairo it is usual to dispatch the first passengers in 
from two to four hours after the arrival of the steamer from Alexandria. 

Upon the whole I am inclined to think that with the present machinery, 
however actively worked, it is not feasible in general to transfer 100 pas¬ 
sengers and their baggage from the steamer at Alexandria to that lying at 
Suez, in loss than the time I have named, that is to say, seventy-six hours from 
vessel to vessel. About the same time will in general be required for the very 
heavy mails that are sent to Suez for the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s 
steamers. In the event of there being very ,rough weather at either Suez or 
Alexandria, the landing or embarking of passengers, baggage, and mails, might 
be delated considerably beyond the time that 1 have allowed for those opera¬ 
tions. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) ALFRED S. WALNE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 81. 

Table showing the time occupied in the transit of Mails, Passengers, and 
Baggage, between Alexandria and Suez, in the years 1846 and 1847. 


Date and hour of arrival of Steamers 
at Alexandria. 

Time of 
arrival of 
Moils at Suez. 

Time of 
arrival of 
Passengers 
at Suez. 

Time of 
arrival of 
baggage at 
Suez. 

Totarnumber 
of hours from 
arrival to 
departure, j 

i 

Time of ships 
departure 
from Suez. 

Date and Hour. 

Ships. 

1846 day. 

hr. 


hr. 

min. 

hr. 

min. 

hr. 

nun. 

I 

i 

day. 

hr. 

January 

5 


Oriental 


• • 

79 

30 

80 

16 


♦ • 


February 

9 

• 

Liverpool .. 



70 

27 

70 

45 


9 

9 9 

March 

10 


Oriental .. 


• • 

71 

35 

1 75 

30 

• 

9 

• 

April 

6 

m * 

Achilles 

• • 

• • 

79 

15 

: 78 

48 



9 9 

May 

8 

6 

Oriental 

68 

16 

1 74 

• • 

80 

15 

96 

12 

6 

June 

6 

5 

1 Achilles 

65 

30 

86 

30 

83 

30 

89 

10 

i 

10 

July 

6 

6 

Oriental 

70 

17 

72 


73 

30 

1 81 

11 

12 

•August 

4 

6 

Ariel 

71 

3 

74 


88 

30 

119* 

9 

3 

•September 

4 

u-i 

Oriental 

73 

16 

86 

2 

82 

45 ! 

121* 

9 

12 

•October 

7 

7 

Pottinger . j 

7G 

26 

76 

32 

95 

45 

107* 

ii 

1 

November 

13 

6 

Oriental 

72 

45 

66 

50 

77 

15 

78 

17 

0 

December 

9 

9 

Ripon 

75 

6 

71 

• • 

91 


97 

13 

i 

4 

1847 










i 

i 

i 

i 


January 

9 

5 

Oriental 

74 

ii 

77 

30 

81 


87 

13 

6 

February 

10 

i 

Ripon 

71 

5 

76 

55 

74 

• 

95 

14 

12 

March 

9 

5 

Oriental 

59 

47 ■ 

86 

40 

87 

10 

91 

13 

12 

April 

6 

8 i 

Ariel 

70 

27 

79 

30 

82 

24 

89 

12 

3 

May 

6 

4*: 

Oriental 

74 

56 

72 

15 

84 

30 

91 

10 

9 

June 

6 

8 

Ripon 

73 

25 

67 

50 

80 

40 

! 87 

11 

11 

♦July 

6 

5 

Indus 

72 

5 

97 

15 

91 

45 

( 99* 

10 

10 

•August 

5 

5 

Ripon 

70 

53 

74 


79 


124* 

10 

4 

•September 

G 

6 

Indus 

77 

50 

70 

10 

79 

55 

* 129* 

t 

11 

4 

•October 

6 

10 

Hindustan 

76 

15 

77 

30 

82 

20 

100* 

10 

2 

November 

6 

4 

Indus 

75 

30 

79 

40 

78 

10 

91 

10 

10 

December 

8 


Hindostan . 


# • 

• 

• ♦ 


• • 


• • 

♦ • 


r 
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No. 82. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. Trevelyan. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 13, 1848. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 6th of November last, I am directed 
by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, containing a report on those 
points connected with the transit of passengers from Alexandria to Suez, on 
which the Lords of the Treasury desired to be informed. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


t ♦ 
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N,B.—The voyages niaikcd thus (*) were (luring the monsoon season. 





